Apologetics lesson 2:
Biblical support for Apologetics
1 Pet 3:15-16a 
1 John 4:1, 
examples of apologetics: 
Matt 22:29 (Jesus correcting error), 
Matt 15:6-9 (Jesus Refuting false teaching) 
Acts 17:16-17 (paul reasons with them) 
Titus 1:9 (Paul refuted opposition to truth) 
Phil 1:7 (paul defended the gospel) 

Purpose of Apologetics to clear the way (1 Cor 1:18-25)


Then the 12 steps from IDHEFTBAA 
1. Truth about reality is knowable
2. Opposites cannot both be true 
3. The theistic God exists 
4. Miracles are possible 
5. Miracles performed in connection with a truth claim are acts of God to confirm the truth of God through a messenger of God. 
6. The New testament documents are reliable 
7. As witnessed in the NT, Jesus claimed to be God. 
8. Jesus’ claim to divinity was proven by a unique convergence of miracles. 
9. Therefore, Jesus was God in human flesh. 
10. Whatever Jesus (who is God) affirmed as true, is true. 
11. Jesus affirmed that the Bible is the Word of God. 
12. Therefore, it is true tat the Bible is the Word of God and whatever is opposed to any biblical truth is false. 

Arguments for Existence of God
1. Cosmological
2. Teleological
3. Ontological
4. Moral Law
5. Innate Sense Argument

COSMOLOGICAL
· AKA Cause and effect argument
· Over 20 versions of this argument
· Finds roots in Plato and Aristotle
· Most formidable argument among philosophers 


1. The Universe had a beginning.
2. Anything that had a beginning must have been caused by something or someone else
3. Therefore, the Universe was caused by something or someone else.
4. Furthermore, the Universe is made of space and time
5. Therefore the Universe’s cause must be space-less and time-less.


TELEOLOGICAL
· Most common argument among of all
· Most formidable against engineers/physicists
· Also called the “Fine Tuning Argument” and “Watchmaker Argument”
· Most commonsensical and obvious to all

1. The existence of design implies a designer
2. There is great design in the universe
3. Therefore, the Universe had a designer

After laying out the steps, it is then necessary to point out design:
· Anthropic principle
· Solar system
· DNA
· Photosynthesis
· Watchmaker Version of argument


ONTOLOGICAL
· Based around the definition of God
· Purely logical
· The least popular of the “Big Four”
· Confusing for most
· Appeals to logicians and those interested in etymology

1. God is, by definition, the greatest conceivable being
2. God is also, by definition, perfectly good.
3. It is better to exist than not to exist
4. Therefore, God must exist because he is perfectly Good and we can conceive of him.

MORAL LAW
· Most common among every-day laity
· The convincing argument for C.S. Lewis
· Strikes at every day life the most

1. Objective moral law exists
2. All laws must be given by an separate “Law Giver”
3. Therefore, there must be an objective moral law giver.  
INNATE SENSE ARGUMENT
1. The vast majority of nations have recognized and worshipped a deity
2. Therefore, it is more likely that a real deity exists to worship than not. 

PASCAL’S WAGER
· "God is, or He is not"
· A Game with 2 options is being played.
· According to reason, you can defend neither of the propositions.
· You must wager (it is not optional).
· If you bet with God two outcomes are possible: If you are correct, you have the world to gain, If you are wrong, you lose nothing.
· If you bet against God two outcomes are possible: If you are correct, you gain nothing, if you are wrong you lose everything.
· Therefore, it is always better to Bet with God, without hesitation.
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