12 steps of Apologetics
1. truth about reality is knowable
2. Opposites cannot both be true.
3. God’s existence
4. Miracles are possible
5. Miracles performed in connection with a truth claim are acts of God, to confirm the truth of God through a messenger of God. 
6. The NT documents are reliable
7. As witnessed in the NT, Jesus claimed to be God
8. Jesus’ claim to divinity was proven by a unique convergence of miracles
9. Therefore, Jesus was God in human flesh
10. Whatever Jesus (who is God) affirmed as true, is true.
11. Jesus affirmed that the Bible is the Word of God
12. Therefore, it is true that the Bible is the Word of God and whatever is opposed to any biblical truth is false. 


Reminder of Support for Biblical Manuscripts

Since the Bible says that Jesus was Raised from the Dead, we can take it at its word….

But, lets look at this from the skeptic point of view.

What is the criteria for establishing truth in history? (Secular)
- early eyewitness accounts and evidence 
	1 Cor 15:1-7
	
· Multiple independent sources
Gospel of Matthew (Approx. A.D. 50-60).
Gospel of Mark (Approx.  A.D. 64, yet prior to A.D. 70).
Gospel of John (Approx. AD. 85-95).
Early Patristic Sources (A.D. 70-150).
Anti-Nicene Patristic Fathers (A.D. 150-300).
Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers A.D. 300-430).
Non Biblical sources: Talmud, Toledoth Jesus, Lucian of Samosata, Mara Bar-Serapion, The Gospel of Truth, The Apocryphon of John, The Gospel of Thomas, The Treatise on resurrection, Acts of Pontius Pilate, Phlegon (all sources that claim the resurrection of Jesus, all written before 200 AD)


· embarrassing, negative reports, surprises, where the writer incriminates himself in the process of writing 
· Thomas’ disbelief
· Peter’s Denial
· Peter’s falter in Galatians
· Paul’s Conversion

- antagonistic principle (a party that recognizes the event even if they are opposed to it)
Jewish confession of an empty tomb, even though they try to explain it naturalistically:
Matt 28:13
	Paul’s conversion (recorded in 1 Cor)
	Toledoth

12 Historical facts Most Critical Scholars Affirm:
1. Jesus died by crucifixion
2. Jesus was buried
3. Jesus’ death caused the disciples to despair and lose hope
4. The tomb was empty
5. The disciples had experiences which they believed were literal appearances of the risen Jesus
6. The Disciples were transformed from doubters to proclaimers
7. The resurrection was the central message
8. They preached the message of Jesus’ resurrection
9. The church was born and grew
10. Orthodox Jews who believed started worshipping primarily on Sundays
11. James was converted after claiming to have seen the risen Jesus 
12. Paul was converted to the faith.
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Opposing theories to explain what we believe:

Occupied Tomb Theories:
- The Unknown Tomb (the idea that Jesus was buried in a mass grave, and no one knows where that mass grave was)
- The Wrong Tomb Theory (The women went to the wrong tomb)
- Legend Theory (over time, the idea that Jesus rose from the grave was developed) 
- Spiritual Resurrection Theory (his body is in the grave but his spirit resurrected.)
- The Hallucination Theory

Unoccupied Tomb Theories:
- Passover Plot (people conspired together to do a mock death… but the plot went bad when he got speared. Hugh Shonefield)
- The Body Was Stolen By the Disciples (Matt 28:13)
- Existential Resurrection View (Jesus is in the tomb, but it doesn’t matter, cause Christ was raised in your heart. (Marcus Borg))
- Swoon Theory (He fainted and the spices revived him)
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