Information Handout

2 Timothy 3:16
1. Inspiration is with reference to the objective text of Scripture;
2.  The doctrine of Scripture applied to all or every Scripture, i.e., 	the Bible in part or in whole is the Word of God;
3.  Scriptures are the very words of God (form and content).
4.  Because the Scripture is God-breathed, they are useful for the 	work of ministry, not the reverse (vs. 17).

2 Peter 1:20-21
Peter explains how God produced the Scriptures.  This was accomplished through the instrumentality of men who “spoke from God.”

1.    prophecy “came” & “spoke” (“to bear”; ”convey”; “utter a divine proclamation”; “to bring forth”).  The tense of the verb (aorist) indicates a completed action in “came” and “spoke” is a present passive participle plural.
2.	“moved” (“to be carried, to be borne along”) is present passive participle describes the action as it was in progress.  The word was used of a ship carried along by the wind (cf. Acts 27:15,17).  The metaphor here is of prophets raising their sails, the Holy Spirit filling them and carrying their craft along in the direction He wished.

John 10:34-36

Jesus Equates the Torah with the Word of God and the scriptures and says they can’t be broken.

1. Jesus affirmed that the O.T. Scriptures are the unbreakable law and Word of God.
2. The phrase “cannot be broken” (outhenai) means cannot be destroyed, abolished, or done away with (cf. John 7:23).
3.Therefore, the Scriptures are viewed by Jesus Christ as the indestructible Word of God.

2 Peter 3:15-16
Peter indirectly refers to Paul’s writings as Scriptures.

Testimony of Jesus Christ:
A.	  Divine authority - Matt. 4:4, 7, 10
B.	  Indestructibility -  Matt.  5:17-18
C.	  Unbreakability - John 10:35
D.	  Ultimate Supremacy - Matt. 15:3,6
E.	  Factual Inerrancy – Matt. 22:29; John 17:17
F.	  Historical Reliability – Matt. 12:40, 24:37-38
G.	  Scientific Accuracy – Matt. 19:4-6; John 3:12.

Bible Prophecy:
-The Bible is strongly predictive: 27% of Scripture is prophetic.  
-In the Old Testament 6,641 verses out of 23,210 (28.6 %) are predictive.  
-In the New Testament 1,711 out of 7,914 verses (21.6 %) are predictive.  
-In the entire Bible 8,352 verses out of 31,124 (27 %) are predictive. 
-Declaring what will happen in the future forms a major component of biblical revelation.  One cannot be a thorough student of the Bible and avoid the study of eschatology.  There are an estimated 737 prophetic topics addressed in the Bible.  The quantity of information argues for the importance of eschatology and compels us to study the subject.  But, it is not quantity alone that justifies this study.


	Concerning his birthFulfilled Prophecies

	Prophesied
	Fulfilled

	1. Born of the seed of woman
	Gen 3:15
	Gal 4:4

	2. Born of a virgin
	Isa 7:14
	Mt 1:18-25

	3. Seed of Abraham
	Gen 22:18
	Mt 1:1

	4. Seed of Isaac
	Gen 21:12
	Lk 3:23+34

	5. Seed of Jacob
	Num 24:17
	Lk 3:34

	6. Seed of David
	Jer 23:5
	Lk 3:31

	7. Tribe of Judah
	Gen 49:10
	Rev 5:5

	8. Family line of Jesse
	Isa 11:1
	Lk 3:32

	9. Born in Bethlehem
	Mic 5:2
	Mt 2:1-6

	10. Herod kills the children
	Jer 31:15
	Mt 2:16-18

	Concerning his nature
	Prophesied
	Fulfilled

	11. He pre-existed creation
	Mic 5:2
	1 Pet 1:20

	12. He shall be called Lord
	Ps 110:1
	Acts 2:36

	13. Called Immanuel (God with us)
	Isa 7:14
	Mt 1:22-23

	14. Prophet
	Deut 18:18-19
	Acts 3:18-25

	15. Priest
	Ps 110:4
	Heb 5:5-6

	16. Judge
	Isa 33:22
	Jn 5:22-23

	17. King
	Ps 2:6
	Jn 18:33-37

	18. Anointed by the Spirit
	Isa 11:2
	Mt 3:16-17

	19. His zeal for God
	Ps 69:9
	Jn 2:15-17

	Concerning his ministry
	Prophesied
	Fulfilled

	20. Preceded by a messenger
	Isa 40:3
	Mt 3:1-3

	21. To begin in Galilee
	Isa 9:1-2
	Mt 4:12-17

	22. Ministry of Miracles
	Isa 35:5-6
	Mt 9:35;11:4

	23. Teacher of parables
	Ps 78:1-4
	Mt 13:34-35

	24. He was to enter the temple
	Mal 3:1
	Mt 21:10-12

	25. Enter Jerusalem on donkey
	Zech 9:9
	Mt 21:1-7

	26. Stone of stumbling to Jews
	Isa 28:16; Ps 118:22
	1 Pet 2:6-8

	27. Light to Gentiles
	Isa 49:6
	Acts 13:46-48

	The day Jesus was crucified
	Prophesied
	Fulfilled

	28. Betrayed by a friend
	Ps 41:9
	Jn 13:18-27

	29. Sold for 30 pieces of silver
	Zech 11:12
	Mt 26:14-15

	30. 30 pieces thrown in Temple
	Zech 11:13
	Mt 27:3-5

	31. 30 pieces buys potters field
	Zech 11:13
	Mt 27:6-10

	32. Forsaken by His disciples
	Zech 13:7
	Mk 14:27+50

	33. Accused by false witnesses
	Ps 35:11+20-21
	Mt 26:59-61

	34. Silent before accusers
	Isa 53:7
	Mt 27:12-14

	35. Wounded and bruised
	Isa 53:4-6
	1 Pet 2:21-25

	36. Beaten and spit upon
	Isa 50:6
	Mt 26:67-68

	37. Mocked
	Ps 22:6-8
	Mt 27:27-31

	38. Fell under the cross
	Ps 109:24-25
	Jn 19:17; Lk23:26

	39. Hands and feet pierced
	Ps 22:16
	Jn 20:24-28

	40. Crucified with thieves
	Isa 53:12
	Mt 27:38

	41. Prayed for enemies
	Isa 53:12
	Lk 23:34

	42. Rejected by His own people
	Isa 53:3
	Jn 19:14-15

	43. Hated without cause
	Ps 69:4
	Jn 15:25

	44. Friends stood aloof
	Ps 38:11
	Lk22:54;23:49

	45. People wag their heads
	Ps 22:7;109:25
	Mt 27:39

	46. People stared at Him
	Ps 22:17
	Lk 23:35

	47. Cloths divided and gambled for
	Ps 22:18
	Jn 19:23-24

	48. Became very thirsty
	Ps 22:15
	Jn 19:28

	49. Gall and vinegar offered Him
	Ps 69:21
	Mt 27:34

	50. His forsaken cry
	Ps 22:1
	Mt 27:46

	51. Committed Himself to God
	Ps 31:5
	Lk 23:46

	52. Bones not broken
	Ps 34:20
	Jn 19:32-36

	53. Heart broken
	Ps 69:20;22:14
	Jn 19:34

	54. His side pierced
	Zech 12:10
	Jn 19:34+37

	55. Darkness over the land
	Amos 8:9
	Lk 23:44-45

	56. Buried in rich man's tomb
	Isa 53:9
	Mt 27:57-60

	His Resurrection & Ascension
	Prophesied
	Fulfilled

	57. Raised from the dead
	Ps 16:8-11
	Acts 2:24-31

	58. Begotten as Son of God
	Ps 2:7
	Acts 13:32-35

	59. Ascended to Heaven
	Ps 68:18
	Eph 4:8-10; John 3:13

	60. Seated beside GodFrom http://www.bible.ca/b-prophecy-60.htm

	Ps 110:1
	Heb 1:3+13






Uniqueness of Scripture:
Continuity
1.	Written over approx. 1,500 year span.

2.	Written by more than 40 authors from every walk of life:

	- Moses:  a political leader highly educated in Egypt;  David:  a king, poet, musician, shepherd, & warrior; Amos:  a herdsman; Joshua:  a military general; Nehemiah:  a cupbearer to a pagan king; Daniel:  a prime minister; Luke:  a physician & historian; Peter:  a fisherman; Matthew:  a tax collector; Paul:  a rabbi.

3.	Written in different places:

	- Moses in the wilderness, Jeremiah in a dungeon, Daniel on a hillside and palace; Paul inside prison walls; Luke while traveling; John exiled on the isle of Patmos.

4.	Written at different times (in times of war, sacrifice, peace, & prosperity)

5.	Written during different moods (e.g., joy, despair, sorrow, doubt, bliss).

6.	Written on three continents (Europe; Asia; Africa)

7.	Written in three languages (Hebrew; Aramaic [e.g., Daniel 2-7]; Greek).

8.	Written in a wide variety of literary styles (e.g. poetry, song, romance, memoirs, satire, biography, prophecy, parable, historical narrative, allegory, didactic treatise, etc.)

9.	Addresses hundreds of controversial subjects…yet with amazing harmony.

10.	In spite of diversity, the Bible presents a single unfolding story:  God’s redemption of humanity.


Circulation
A.	The number of Bibles sold reaches into the billions.

B.	“According to the United Bible Societies’ 1998 Scripture Distribution Report, in that year alone member organizations were responsible for distributing 20.8 million complete Bibles and another 20.1 million testaments.  When portions of Scripture (i.e., complete books of the Bible) and selections (short extracts on particular themes) are also included, the total distribution of copies of the Bible or portions thereof in 1998 reaches a staggering 585 million-and these numbers only include Bibles distributed by the United Bible Societies” (p. 8).

C.	“If you lines up all the people who received Bibles or Scripture selections last year, and handed a Bible to one of them every five seconds, it would take more than ninety-two years to do what just the United Bible Societies accomplished last year alone (ibid).”


Translation
A.	According to the United Bible Societies the Bible (or portions of it), has been translated into more than 2,200 languages.  Although this is only about one-third of the world’s 6,500 known languages, these languages represent the primary vehicle of communication for well over 90 percent of the world’s population.

B.	Wycliffe Bible Translators have over 6,000 people working with more than 850 different languages in 50 countries to produce or revised versions of the Scriptures.  Of these, 468 languages are being translated for the first time.

C.	According to Ted Bergman at the Summer Institute of Linguistics, if rate is consistent, the Bible should be available to almost all language groups between the years of 2007 and 2022.  This may mean that we are less than a generation away from witnessing the world’s first universally translated book.



Survival
[bookmark: _GoBack]
	Author
	Date
Written
	Earliest Copy
	Approximate Time Span between original & copy
	Number of Copies
	Accuracy of Copies

	Plato
	427-347 B.C.
	A.D. 900
	1200 yrs
	7
	----

	Aristophanes
	450-385 B.C.
	A.D. 900
	1200
	10
	----

	Caesar
	100-44 B.C.
	A.D. 900
	1000
	10
	----

	Aristotle
	384-322 B.C.
	A.D. 1100
	1400
	49
	----

	Sophocles
	496-406 B.C.
	A.D. 1000
	1400 yrs
	193
	----

	Homer (Iliad)
	900 B.C.
	400 B.C.
	500 yrs
	643
	95%

	New
Testament
	1st Cent. A.D. (A.D. 50-100)
	2nd Cent. A.D.
(c. A.D. 130 f.)
	less than 100 years
	5600
	99.5%







All of the information presented was adapted from a presentation by Dr. Paul R. Shockley titled “The Reliability of the Bible” Most of his information was found in “New Evidence that Demands a Verdict” by Josh McDowell.



Selected books for further reading:

“New Evidence that Demands a Verdict” Josh McDowell
“The Authority of the Bible” John Stott
“Thy Word is Truth” EJ Young
“The Moody Handbook of Theology” Paul Enns
“Basic Theology” Charles Ryrie
“Our Legacy” John Hannah

Also visit www.prshockley.com for more great teaching and learning resources. 
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