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How to Think
· Logic 101
· The 3 Fundamental Laws of Logic
· The law of identity: P is P.
· An apple is an apple. 
· 
The law of noncontradiction: P is not non-P.
· An apple is not a non-apple fruit.
· 
The law of the excluded middle: Either P or non-P.
· All fruit is either an apple or not an apple.









· Logical Fallacies
· Ad Hominem: “To the man”
Eg: “But you’re a stupid idiot.”


· 
Circular Argument: “Begging the Question”
Eg: “Gay marriage is just plain wrong.”


· 
Straw Man
Eg: “He voted to allow 7 year olds to be Tasered. He wants to Taser 7 year olds!”


· 
Failing Occam’s Razor
You don’t keep up on your homework and start a paper the night before it’s due. When it’s returned to you it has a C- grade. You conclude the grade reflects the teacher’s ignorance or personal dislike for you.
Occam’s Razor: The paper was poorly written.


· 
Non-sequitor
Eg: “I can’t believe you don’t like Speed; you loved Matrix and Keanu Reaves is in Speed.”


· 
*Bonus*Moral Equivalency
Eg: Equating the treatment of animals with the treatment of human beings.

· Premises and Conclusions
· 
VALID:
· All humans are selfish.
· Stephen is a human.
· Stephen is selfish. 


· 
INVALID:

· All snakes are cold-blooded.
· All sharks are coldblooded.
· All sharks are snakes. 



· What is Truth?
· 100% Assurance?
· What Everyone Agrees is True?
· What Corresponds to Reality: Do you have good reasons?
· “Truth is that which corresponds with reality, identifies things as they actually are, can never fail diminish change or be extinguished, must be able to be expressed in logical propositions, sourced in the God of the Bible, the author of all truth.” – Dr. Paul Shockley

How to Read
· Words 101
· Words Don’t Mean Thing.
· All words derives its meaning from its context.
· Eg: trunk





· 
Words Mean Things.
· Any given word has a given range of valid meanings.
· Eg: trunk





· Authorial Intent
· There is only one meaning in a text
· 
Meaning is not dependent on the reader
· The only way to know what some book REALLY SAYS is to go by what the words ACTUALLY SAY


What the Bible Assumes
· What we mean when we say “The Bible says that…”
· Eg: Gen 1:1
· What does it assume?
· There is a God.
· There was a beginning.
· What information does it communicate?
· God created.
· He created two places. 
· It names the two places. 





The Story of Scripture
· Green Eggs and Ham
· Characters
· Conflict
· Rising Action
· Climax
· Resolution

· The Story of the Bible 
· Characters
·  Conflict
· Rising Action
· Climax (x2?)
· Resolution



· Where are you in the Bible?
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1. Ad Populum: Ad Populum attempts to prove an argument as correct simply because many people believe it to be so.
Example: 80% of people are for the death penalty, therefore, the death penalty is moral.
2. Appeal to Authority:  In this fallacious argument, the author claims his argument is right because someone famous or powerful supports it.
Example: We should change the drinking age because Einstein believed that 18 was the proper drinking age.
3. False Dichotomy: This fallacy rests on the assumption that there are only two possible solutions, so disproving one solution means that other solution should be utilized. It ignores other alternative solutions.Example: The teacher gives too many A’s and therefore must be fired because grade inflation is unfair to other students.
4. Hasty Generalization: Hasty Generalization occurs when the proponent uses too small of a sample size to support a sweeping generalization.
Example: Sally couldn’t find any cute clothes at the boutique and neither could Maura, so the boutique doesn’t have any cute clothes.
5. Post Hoc/ False Cause: This fallacy assumes that correlation equals causation or, in other words, if one event predicts another event it must have also caused the event.
Example: The football team gets better grades than the baseball team, therefore playing football makes you smarter than playing baseball.
6. Missing the Point: In Missing the Point, the premise of the argument supports a specific conclusion but not the one the author draws.
Example: Antidepressants are overly prescribed which is dangerous, so they should clearly be made illegal.
7. Spotlight Fallacy: This occurs when the author assumes that the cases that receive the most publicity are the most common cases.
Example: 90% of news reports talk about negative events. Therefore, it follows that 90% of events that occur in the real world are negative.
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