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Daniel 10:21b-11:45
Darius through The Break-up of Greece (10:21b-11:5)
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“I will tell you what is written in the book 
of truth:” (v21a)

· Who is talking?
· “In the first year of Darius the Mede I stood 
up to confirm and strengthen him.” (v1)
· Who is talking?

· “Three kings will arise then a fourth will gain more riches 
than all of them…. He will arouse all against the realm of 
Greece.” (v2)

· Who are these three kings and then the fourth? 

· Possibly the three are Cyrus the Great, Cambyses, Gautama, and the Fourth is Darius the Great, who’s campaign in the Persian Wars (famous for the battle of Marathon) was the most expensive and expansive of the time. 
· Possibly the three are the Dynastic names after Cyrus (Darius, Xerxes, Artaxerxes) and the fourth king is Darius III who ultimately lost the empire to Alexander the Great. 

· “A mighty king will arise… but as soon as he has arisen, his kingdom will be broken up and parceled out toward the four points of the compass” (v3-4)

· Alexander the Great and his empire being divided among Cassander, Lysimachus, Ptolemy, and Seleucus

· “The king of the South (Ptolemy) will grow strong” (v5)

· “… along with one of his princes (sar = see 10:13, 20) who will gain ascendancy over him and shall rule” (v5)
· Is this “prince” a demon who empowers him, or a literal human prince who usurps the kingdom? 

Leading up to the death of Antiochus Epiphanes IV (11:6-20) OR (11:6-35) OR Whole chapter?
· Syrian Wars

· A Series of 6 Wars between the Ptolemaic and Seleucid Empires in the 3rd and 2nd centuries BC. These conflicts drained the material and manpower of both parties and led to their eventual destruction and conquest by Rome and Parthia. They are briefly mentioned in the biblical Books of the Maccabees.
· The events here can be variously attributed to different moves made by different Seleucid and Ptolemaic Kings. Interpretations are heavily divided, but in general the big questions for Conservative interpreters are as follows:

· Which section of verses describes Antiochus IV Epiphanes? (v10-20 or v21-35)
· What sections, if any, refer to still future events?

Kingdom of North

· First King Mentioned 
· Refuses alliance with daughter of South King (v6)
· Get’s god’s stolen from him? (v8)

· Enters realm of South King then returns to own land (v9)
· Second King Mentioned
· Mobilize multitude of forces with brothers (v10)

· Wage war up to South King’s fortress (v10)

· Raise a multitude that is given into South King’s hands (v11)

· Heart lifted up, cause tens of thousands to fall but not prevail (v12)

· Raise another multitude (v13)

· After some years, press on with a great army (v13)

· Cast a siege ramp and capture a fortified city (v15)
· Stays in “beautiful land” with destruction in hand for a time (v16)

· Take power of whole kingdom with proposal of peace (v17)

· Gives South King “daughter of women” to ruin it, and she will go against him (v17)

· Turn face to coastlands and capture many (v18)

· A commander will stop his scorn and repay him for it (v18)

· Turn his face toward home fortress, stumble and be found no more (v19)

· Third King Mentioned 

· Send an “oppressor through the Jewel of his Kingdom” (Jerusalem/Temple) (v20)

· “shattered” after a few days not in anger or battle (v20)

· Fourth King Mentioned

· Despicable Person (v21)

· The honor of kingship has not been conferred (v21)

· Seize kingdom by intrigue in time of peace (v21)

· Overflowing forces flooded away from him  with “the prince of the covenant” (v22)

· Makes alliance (v23)

· Practices deception and gains power with a small group of people (v23)

· Distribute plunder and booty and devise his schemes against strongholds (v24)

· Stir up army against South King (v25)

· Heart on evil and speak lies over dinner with South King (v27)

· Returns to own land with much plunder, heart set against holy covenant (v28)

· Return to take the South again, but ships of Kittim stop him (v29-30)

· Goes back and rages at Holy Covenant (v30)
· Helps out those who break the Holy covenant (v30)

· Send forces to desecrate the sanctuary and stop sacrifices (v31)

· Set up Abomination of Desolation (v31)

· Smooth-talk those who act wickedly toward the covenant (nominal Jews?) and make them godless (v32)

· Those who have insight will put up a fight amidst persecution (v33)

· Magnify himself and speak monstrous things against YHWH (?)(v36)
· Prosper until the indignation is finished (?)(v36) (cf. Dan 9:27; 7:11, 24-25, 8:11-13?)

· Honor himself above everything (?)(v37-38)

· Overflow and wipe-out South King (?)(v40)

· Enter Beautiful Land and many countries will fall, including Egypt (?)(v41-42)

· Rumors from east and North will disturb him and he will go forth to annihilate many (?)(v44)

· Pitch his tent between the seas and the Beautiful Mountain (Jerusalem) (?)(v45)

· Will come to his end and no one will help him (?)(v45)
Seleucid Kings in Order:

1. Seleucus I Nicator (305-281BC)

2. Antiochus I (281-261BC)

3. Antiochus II (261-246BC)

4. Seleucus II (246-225BC)

5. Seleucus III (225-223BC)

6. Antiochus III The Great (223-187BC)

7. Selecus IV (187-175BC)

8. Antiochus IV Epiphanes (175-163BC)

9. Antiochus V (163-161BC)

Ptolemaic Kings in Order:

1. Ptolemy I Soter (303–282 BC)

2. Ptolemy II Philadelphus (285–246 BC) 

a. (ruled with Ptolemy Epigones (267-259BC))

3. Ptolemy III (246–221 BC) 

4. Ptolemy IV Philopater (221–203 BC) 

5. Ptolemy V Epiphanes (203–181 BC) 

6. Ptolemy VI Philometor (181–164 BC, 163–145 BC) 

7. Ptolemy VII (never reigned)

8. Ptolemy VIII (170–163 BC, 145–116 BC)

End Times (11:21-45) OR (11:36-45) OR Chapter 12?

· “The flooding forces will be flooded away from his presence and shattered and also the prince of the covenant” (v22)

· “prince” nagid. Different word from before in 10:13ff. Who is the “Prince of the covenant”? cf. 9:25-26 

· “Then he will return… but his heart will be against the Holy Covenant” (v28)

· What covenant is being spoken of?
· Compare/contrast verse 31 with 70 weeks prophecy (9:25-27)

· What is happening to the people who follow God in verses 32-35?
· Note the repetition of “arise” “arose” “stood” (all the same word) and “fell” or “destroyed”  

“Martyrdom of the Seven Maccabees” by Antonio Ciseri, 1863





Kingdom of South


 First King Mentioned


Daughter goes to form alliance then “given up” (v6)





 Second King Mentioned


Descendant from First King’s Daughter (v7)


Go against fortress of North King (v7)


Take False Gods from North Kingdom back to Egypt (v8)


Refrain from attacking king of North for some years (v8)





Be enraged and go forth to North King (v11)





Many will rise against him while the North King raises a great army (v14)


The violent ones from among the Jews rise up to fulfill vision, but fall down. (v14)


Best of his troops fall to King of North (v15)








Mobilize extremely large army for war and will not stand (?) (v25)


His courtiers will destroy him (?)(v26)


Heart on evil and speak lies over dinner with North King (?) (v27)















































Collide with North King at end time (??) (v40)











