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Daniel 2:25-49

A God Who Reveals Mysteries (2:25-30)

· “Whose name was Belteshazzar…” (v26)(cf.4:8)
· “No wise men, enchanters, magicians, or 
astrologers can show the king the mystery” (v27)

· Who can? (v28)
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· “who reveals mysteries” (v28. Repeat v29)(cf. Eph 3:1-6)

· “in the latter days” (v28) – lit. “At the end”

· The end of what? 

· What does Daniel claim is the reason the mystery was revealed? (v30)

The Mystery that God Revealed (2:31-35)
[image: image3.jpg]



- Observation:

· A large frightening statue (v31)

· Head = Gold (v32)

· Chest and arms = Silver (v32) 
· Middle and thighs*=Bronze (v32)

· Legs = Iron (v33)

· Feet = Part Iron part pottery (v33)
· A stone cut without hands strikes feet of iron/pottery (v34)
· The other materials were crushed suddenly and blew away (v35)

· The stone became a mountain and filled the whole earth (v35)

The Meaning of the Mystery (2:36-45)

- Observation:

· “King of Kings” “the kingdom, the power, the strength, and the glory” (v37)(cf. Ps 145:11; Matt 6:13)
· “he has given them into your hands” (v38)

· Who has the power and how?

· “You are the Head of Gold” (v38)

· “another kingdom will arise inferior to you, then a third kingdom of bronze” (v39)
· Bronze kingdom: “will rule over all the earth” (v39)
· “a fourth kingdom as strong as iron” (v40)
· “it will crush and break all these” (v40)

· “and (but) that which you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter’s clay and partly of iron: it will be a divided kingdom” (v41)
· Feet of Iron and clay:

· Divided kingdom (v41)

· Toughness of iron (v41)

· Part of kingdom strong, part brittle (v42)

· Kingdom (“they” kings?) “will combine with one another in the seed of men” (v43)

· When “they” combine, they will not hold together (v43)

· Multiple kings  (v44)

· During these kings, God will set-up 
an everlasting kingdom (v44)

· The Stone was cut by no human hand, 
implication that the kingdom is God’s
 doing (v45)

- Interpretation:

· Gold Head: Babylon

· “You are the head” referent: v37, v28 (v38)

· Silver Chest/Arms: Medo-Persia

· “another nation will arise”(v39)

· Medo-Persia is the Nation that replaced Babylon (Dan 5:30-31)
· Bronze Middle/Thighs: Greece

· Alexander the Great leading Greece was nation to conquer Persia

· “Rule over all the earth” (v39)

· Alexander the Great is commonly said to have “conquered the known world”

· “thighs” (v32)

· Possible reference to AtG’s 4 successors?
· Iron Legs: Rome

· “crush and break all of these” (v40)

· Rome’s military power is legendary and needs no explanation

· Rome conquered all of Greece
· Iron/Pottery Feet: A Yet Future Nation
· Rome did not split into two nations (east/west) until Late 200’s

· Eastern Rome didn’t fall to the Ottomans until 1453 
· Nation probably will have 10 rulers together (10 toes, 10 horns Dan 7:7,20,24)
· Why Future?

· No known kingdom in history fits this 10-king conglomerate as nicely as the previous kingdoms fit their historical fulfillments
· Strong suggestion of Roman influence in future nation 

· Linguistic justification

· “In that you saw” (double conjunction wahdi instead of simple waw conjunction wah) and the change to a mix of Iron and clay(v41) indicates a distinct nation from the fourth of pure Iron

· The continuation of use of iron in the feet (v41) indicates some sort of continuity (likely continuity of spirit, thus “the toughness of iron” v41)
· The rock?

“The God of heaven will establish a kingdom which will never be destroyed, will crush and end all these kingdoms, but it will itself endure forever.” (v44)

· What are “these kingdoms”? The 5 in the statue, or the “divided kingdom” of v41? (cf v45)
· “will endure forever”

· Ps 145:8-14 (esp.13); Ezek 37:25; Amos 9:11-15; Joel 3:20; Mic 4:7; Lk 1:32-33

· “the stone was cut from a crag without human hands”

· Spoiler: the stone is Jesus. (Gen 28:18; 49:24; Ex 17:6; 20:25; 33:21-22; Num 20:8-11; Deut 32:3-4,15-18, 36-43; 1 Sam 2:2; 17:49-50; 2 Sam 22:3, 32-48; 23:3f; Neh 9:15; Ps 18; 19; 27; 28; 31; 40; 42; 61; 62; 71; 78; 81; 89; 92; 94; 95; 118:22; 144; Is 28:16; Hab 1:12; Zech 3:9; 4:7; Matt 7:24-25; 16:18; Matt 21:42-44; John 11:38-39; Rom 9:32-33; 1 Cor 10:1-4; 1 Pet 2:4-8)
· What does this verse tell us about Jesus’s nature, if anything?

· Has this kingdom been established or not?
· I think not. I think it was legitimately offered in Christ’s first coming, literally rejected by Israel, and will be established at Christ’s second coming. 

· Matt 3:2; 12(:25-29); 13:11; 24:34
The Result of the Mystery that God revealed (2:46-49)
· “King Nebuchadnezzar paid homage to Daniel” (v46)

· “Your god is a God of gods and a Lord of kings” (v47)

· “A” or “The”?

· Shadrach Meshach and Abednego are made administers of the province of Babylon while Daniel stayed at the king’s court.

“Daniel Interpreting Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream” by Mattia Preti, 1613-1699








