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Daniel 3:1-3:30
The Image the King Had Set Up (v1-7)

· “Nebuchadnezzar the king made 
a statue of gold” (v1) 
· “the height of which, sixty cubits, 
its width, six cubits.” (v1)

· 1 cubit=1.5 feet

· “Plain of Dura” – “Plain of the rampart” (v1)

· Repetition of “the image the king 
had set up” (v1, 2 3,6,7,12) 
· “had set up” literally “had caused to arise”

· “fall down and worship… [what the king] has caused to rise.” (v5 and 7)

· Punishment: “shall be immediately cast into the midst of a furnace of blazing fire” (v6)

The Accusation (v8-12)

· “Because of all this Chaldean men came forward and ate the pieces of the Jews.” (v8) 
· “O king, live forever…” (v9)
· “Certain Jews… Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego…. Have disregarded you” (v12)
Who is the God? (v13-15)

· “Then Nebuchadnezzar in wrath gave orders to bring…” (v13)

· “wrath” hemah (v13, 19)

· “fall down and worship the image that I have made” (v15)
· Genesis 3. Post-modernism. Fall. 

· “But if you do not worship… who is the God who can deliver you out of my hands?” (v15)

The God Displays his Power (v16-27)
· “We need not answer you in this matter.” (v16)
· Why is that the case?

· “Our God is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire and he will deliver us out of your hand, o king.”(v17)

· What’s the difference between the two deliverances? What is the implication?

· “and if not, let it be known to you, o king, that we will not be serving your gods or worship the golden image you caused to arise.” (v18) 

· Why not? (cf. Deut 5:8-9)

· “Nebuchadnezzar was filled with wrath” (v19)

· “certain valiant warriors in his army” (v20)
· “The flame of the fire slew those men who carried Shadrach Meshach and Abed-nego.” (v22)

· “Nebuchadnezzar arose in haste” (v24)

· The image he caused to arise he wanted to use to make them fall. Instead their falling, and rising caused Nebuchadnezzar to arise.

· Look I see four men… and the fourth is as a son of the gods.” (v25)
· Who is this fourth?

· Who gathers around to see the men come out of the fire? (v27)
The King’s Response (v28-30)

· “Blessed be the God of…” (v28) (cf. 2:46-47)
· “who put their trust in Him and changed the king’s word…” (v28)
· “any people, nation or tongue that speaks anything offensive against the God of Shadrach Meshach and Abed-nego shall be…” (v29)

· What are the specifics of the command? What is it missing? Who is it in reference to? (cf. v4)
· “in as much as there is no other god who is able to deliver in this way.” (v29)
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