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Daniel 5:1-31

They Praised the gods of Gold and Silver (5:1-4)
· “Belshazzar… was drinking wine in the 
presence of the thousand.” (v1)

· Probably Nebucahdnezzar’s great

Grandson.

· *See Chart of Babylonian kings

· “bring the gold and silver vessels which 
Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken out
 of the temple which was in Jerusalem.” (v2)(cf.1:2)
· Various lavars, mizraks, and pitchers used in ceremonies
·  “The drank the wine and praised the gods of gold and silver, bronze, iron, wood, and stone.” (v4)

The Vision and the Chaldeans (5:5-9)

· “Immediately the finger of a man’s hand emerged and began writing opposite the lampstand on the plaster of the wall of the king’s palace” (v5)

· Verse 6-9 repetition of ch 2 and 4. 
· “but they could not read (call out) the inscription or make known its interpretation” (v8)
The Vision and Daniel (5:10-28)

· “The queen entered the banquet hall” (v10)

· Probably the Queen mother (Nabonidus’s wife or mother)
· “you will be clothed with purple and wear a necklace of gold around your neck and you will have authority as the third ruler in the kingdom.” (v16)(cf. 6:2)

· One of three commissioners

· “Keep your gifts for yourself or give your rewards to someone else” (v17)

· Summary of chapter 4 (v18-21)

· “until he recognized that the Most High God is ruler over the realm of mankind and He sets over it whomever He wishes.” (v21)

· “You have not humbled your heart” (v22)
· “You have exalted yourself against the Lord of heaven” (v23)

· Taking the vessels of his house 

· Drinking wine from them

· Praising the gods of silver and gold… which do not see, hear, or understand 
· “But the God in whose hand are your life-breath and all your ways you have not glorified.” (v23)
· “Then the hand was sent from him” (v24)(cf. Ex 31:18)

· The Inscription: (v25)

· Mene – from mina the verb “to number” (50 shekels)

· Tekel – from shekel the verb “to weigh” (1 shekel)

· Parsin – from peres the verb “to divide” (1/2 shekel)
· The Interpretation (v26-28)

· The kingdom has been numbered, weighed and found wanting

· The kingdom will become divided and handed over to the Medes and Persians

The Vision Comes to Pass (5:29-31)

· “That same night Belshazzar the Chaldean king was slain” (v30)
· According to Cyropaedia and Herodotus, Gobyras (Cyrus’s general and the likely identity of Darius the Mede) captured the city during a festival by diverting the Euphrates river with trenches and entering by its channel into the city. Xenophon, and Herodotus both record a similar, quick, and seamless conquest of the city with very little loss of life.

· “So Darius the Mede received the kingdom at about the age of sixty-two.” (v31) 

Babylonian Kings
	King
	Reign
	Description/Relation

	Nebuchadnezzar
	605-562BC
	Conquered Egyptians and Assyrians. Daniel 1-4

	Evil-Merodach
	562-560BC
	Released Jechoniah after 37 years captivity. (2 Kngs 25:27)

	Nergalsar-ezer
	560-556BC
	Son in law of Nebuchadnezzar. High ranking member of his army. (Jer  39:13)

	Labashi Marduk
	556BC
	Son of Nergalsarezer, made king as a boy and murdered 9 months later

	Nabonidus
	556-539BC
	Origin unclear. Possibly distant relative of Nebuchadnezzar. Reign well-known from archaeological finds. Often left rule of Babylon to his son, Belshazzar.

	Belshazzar
	550-539BC
	Son of Nabonidus. Seen by some as co-ruler/king of Babylon while Nabonidus was in Sippar. 


“Belshazzar’s Feast” by Rembrandt, 1635








