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Daniel 9:1-19
The Context of the Prayer (9:1-3) 
· “The first year of Darius” (v1)

· “I observed in the books” (v2)

· “the number of years which was the 
word of the Lord to Jeremiah the 
prophet for the completion of the desolation of Jerusalem: seventy years” (v2)

· Cf. Jeremiah 29:1-14

· “…to seek him by prayer and supplication, with fasting, sackcloth and ashes.” (v3)
· The actual Daniel fast.
· What was the cause of this turn to prayer?

The Confession for the People (9:4-11)

· “I prayed to the Lord my God and confessed” (v4)

· Descriptions of God (*see below)

· “We have sinned, committed iniquity, acted wickedly and rebelled by turning aside from your commandments and ordinances.” (v5)

· To what commandments and ordnances is he referring? 

· And we have not listened to your servants the prophets who spoke in your name” (v6)

· “To us [belongs] open shame” (v7, 8)
· Why does open shame belong to them (the Israelites)? Does that transfer to the present day directly? Indirectly?

· All the Israelites in different countries… “to which you have driven them” (v7)
· Purpose of Daniel

· “because of their unfaithful deeds which they have committed against you.” (v7)

· Most literal translation: “To the Lord our God compassion and forgiveness, because we have rebelled at Him” (v9)

· Some translations add “belong” in this verse. Is this the correct sense?

· “To walk in his laws which he set before us through His servants the prophets.” (v10)

· To what laws is he referring?

· “so the curse has been poured out on us, along with the oath which is written in the law of Moses” (v11)

· cf. Deut 28

The Confirmation of His Punishment (9:12-14)
· “for under the whole heaven there has not been done like what was done to Jerusalem” (v12)

· What was done to Jerusalem? 
· “yet we have not sought the favor of the Lord our God by turning from our iniquity and having insight into your truth.” (13)
· What does the Israelite think when reading this? 

· “kept calamity in store and brought it on us.” (v14)

The Concluding Plea (9:15-19)

· “and have made a name for yourself” (v15)

· This is the point of the final section: because of your own name, do good to Israel. 

· “In accordance with your righteous acts, let now your anger… turn away from Your city Jerusalem” (v16)

· What is the proposed motivation for God staying his wrath?

· What would be our 21st century American, first assumption be about God’s motivation?

· “Jerusalem and your people are a reproach to all those around us.” (v16)

· cf. Ex 32:7-14
· “and for the sake of the lord, let your face shine on your desolate sanctuary.” (v17)
· “and the city which is called by Your name” (v18)

· “For not on our righteousness do we put supplication before you, but on Your great compassion.” (v18)
· What message is this? (think New Testament) 

· “For Your own sake, O my God, do not delay because Your city and Your people are called by Your name.” (v19)

* Descriptions of God throughout the prayer:

· Great and awesome (v4)

· Keeps his covenant (v4)

· Lovingkindness toward those who love him and keep his commandments (v4)

· Owner of righteousness (v7)’
· Compassion and forgiveness (v9)

· righteous regarding actions (v14)
· brought your people out of the land of Egypt (v15)
· mighty hand (v15)
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