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DISPENSATIONALISM: THE BASICS - Worksheet

WHAT IS IT? 
It is a system of interpreting the bible that holds to three basic tenets:

1) Consistent application of a plain, normal, literal, grammatical-historical hermeneutic,
Consistent- 

Plain-

Normal- 

Literal- 

Grammatical-Historical- 

Hermeneutic- 

2) Because of this hermeneutic we discover that the Church is distinct from Israel…




3) And we discover that the overall purpose of God is doxological (to glorify himself).




Key Factors: 
-

-

General Key Features of a “Dispensation”
1) A Period of Time/Section of Scripture
2) A Responsibility Given to Humanity
3) A Judgment from God for Failing that Responsibility
4) An Ushering in of a New Dispensation








In Normative Dispensationalism there are 7 main dispensations. 
	NAME
	SCRIPTURE
	RESPONSIBILITY
	JUDGMENT

	
	Genesis 1:3-3:6
	Keep Garden; Do not eat one fruit; Fill and Subdue Earth; Fellowship with God
	

	


	Genesis 3:7-8:14
	
	Flood

	
	Genesis 8:15-11:9
	Fill Earth; Exercise capital punishment
	




	
	Genesis 11:10-Exodus 18:27
	Stay in Promise Land; Believe and obey God
	Egyptian Bondage and wilderness wanderings

	
	Exodus 19:1-  John 14:30
	
	Babylonian captivity and postponement of kingdom

	
	Acts 2:1- Revelation 19:21
	


	

	


	Rev 20:1-15
	Believe and obey Christ and his Government
	


*Adapted from Ryrie’s Dispensationalism: Revised and Expanded pg 54. 

Think of it less as a period of time and more as an administration or government. (more on this later)


[bookmark: _GoBack]WHERE IN THE BIBLE DOES THIS COME FROM?

1) The Entire Bible
- Progressive Revelation:
	






- Literal Interpretation:
	




- The Unconditional Covenants of God: 







2) Why the word “Dispensationalism”? 
Dispensation comes from the Latin dispensatio 
Dispensatio = oikonomia (greek)
Oikonomia: (from oikos= house, and nomos=law) 








WHAT DO DISPENSATIONALISTS BELIEVE ABOUT…

Salvation? 
	Dispensationalists have been accused of teaching multiple ways of salvation. They don’t. It seems like they do, because there are different responsibilities for humanity in every dispensation, but there is always only one way to have eternal life: grace, through faith. It is the nature of this “faith” that needs to be discussed.

	In EVERY DISPENSATION:
-

-

-

What CHANGES:

- 


In other words, Every person who ever lived on earth is responsible for responding to the amount of revelation available to them with an equitable faith in the true triune God. 




End Times?
	





The Role of the Church?
	



 

The Importance of Christ’s redemptive work?
	






END RESULT?
If you believe in: (1) Consistent literal interpretation of the bible, (2) the church is not the same as Israel, (3) God’s overall purpose is His own glory, you are a Dispensationalist… whether you like it or not.  (put another way: if you’re not sacrificing lambs in the temple for your sins, you’re a dispensationalist!) 

Notes: 
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