Fanny Crosby:

Frances Jane van Alstyne (March 24, 1820 – February 12, 1915), more commonly known as Fanny Crosby, “Aunt Fanny,” or “the Queen of Hymns”  was an American mission worker, poet, lyricist, and composer. She was one of the most prolific hymnists in history, writing more than 8,000 hymns and gospel songs, with more than 100 million copies printed, all but a few of which were written after her 40th birthday. She is also known for her teaching and her rescue mission work.
At six weeks old, Crosby caught a cold and developed inflammation of the eyes. Mustard poultices were applied to treat the discharges. According to Crosby, this procedure damaged her optic nerves and blinded her, but modern physicians think that her blindness was more likely congenital and, given her age, may simply not have been noticed by her parents. She later remarked: "It seemed intended by the blessed providence of God that I should be blind all my life, and I thank him for the dispensation. If perfect earthly sight were offered me tomorrow I would not accept it. I might not have sung hymns to the praise of God if I had been distracted by the beautiful and interesting things about me."
This joy in the face of her adversity was not foreign to Crosby. At age eight she wrote the poem: “Oh what a Happy Soul am I! Although I cannot see, I am resolved that in this world, contented I will be. How many blessings I enjoy that other people don’t; To weep and sigh because I’m blind, I cannot, and I won’t.”

Crosby grew into an active writer, teacher, and political activist. She regularly lobbied and advocated for support of the education of the blind, writing songs and poems, giving speeches, and appearing before both houses of congress and the president. 

In her private life, she married a former student of hers, Alexander Van Alstyne, at the New York Institute for the Blind, which she attended as a teenager and later taught at as an adult. This was also where she learned to play piano, organ, harp, guitar, and honed her soprano singing skills. She was a log-time member of St. John’s Methodis Episcopal Church in New York City, though her influence and music is loved by many denominations.  

She died at Bridgeport of arteriosclerosis and a cerebral hemorrhage on February 12, 1915 after a six-month illness, aged 94. 

Blessed Assurance:

Crosby was visiting her friend Phoebe Knapp as the Knapp home was having a large pipe organ installed. The organ was incomplete, so Mrs. Knapp, using the piano, played a new melody she had just composed. When Knapp asked Crosby, "What do you think the tune says?", Crosby replied, "Blessed assurance; Jesus is mine." The hymn appeared in the July 1873 issue of Palmer's Guide to Holiness and Revival Miscellany. It appeared on page 36 (the last page) with complete text and piano score, and indicated it had been copyrighted by Crosby that year. It is not certain that this was the first printing of the hymn, but it certainly helped to popularize what became one of the most beloved hymns of all time.
