HOW to STUDY the BIBLE – Supplement 2

Literary Devices and Laws of Emphasis:

· Repetition: the reiteration of the same words, phrases, names, clauses, ideas, or concepts, etc.
Eg. Heb 11; Eph 1; Lev 18

· Compare/Contrast: Comparing two things or persons to show similarities or dissimilarities. 
Eg. Rom 4:1-8; Heb 5:1-10; Eph 2:1-6; Gen 37-39

· Particularization: the movement from the general to the particular. A general statement is made, followed by a particular, specific example. The opposite (moving from specific to broad) is called “Generalization.”
Eg. Mat 6:1-18

· Preparation (Introduction): the inclusion of the background or setting for events or ideas. The reader is prepared to understand that which follows by that which precedes. This comes at the beginning of the passage. 
Eg. Luke 18:1; 1 Sam 3:1

· Summarization: the use of a summary (shortened, simpler restatement of the material) either preceding or following a unit of material.
Eg. Matt 1:17; Josh 12:1; Gen 1:1; Esther 9:23-25

· Cause/Effect: the reaction of one object, person, idea, etc to some first action. 
Eg. 1 John 5:13; Jude 3; Rev 3:20; Rom 6:23

· Interrogation: the author or speaker asks a rhetorical question to which the answer should be obvious, sometimes followed by its answer. Used as a teaching device for emphasis.
Eg. Rom 6-7; Job 38:1-4

· Irony: a contrast between expected results and actual results.
Eg. Gen 29:26/25:23; Gen 37:5-10/42:6

· Pivot: the subject matter is arranged so that it turns around or upon some single factor that changes everything in an unexpected manner.
Eg. 2 Sam 11:12; Acts 4:1-2; Luke 9:51

· Climax: the arrangement of material in such a way as to progress to the highest point, stress, or thrill where conflicts are resolved and various strands are brought together. Near the end of a story arch. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Job 38:1; Ex 40:34-35; Gen 45:4
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