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How to Watch a Movie Handout

Outline

· Worldview Overview

· Components of a Movie

· Questions to Ask of Any Movie

· Practice

· Final Thoughts

Worldview Overview

· Definition: A worldview is the set of beliefs by which each person subconsciously observes and interprets the world. 

· Components of a Worldview:

· View of God

· View of Ethics

· View of Morality

· View of Evil

· View of Reality

· View of Knowledge

· View of Truth

Components of a Movie

· Ways to organize the components of a movie:

· Creators and What is Created

· Writers, directors, producers, actors, musicians…
· Story/script, music, characters, plot, music, sound…
· Pieces and the Whole

· actors, lights, script, characters, climax, cameras…
· Meaning/message/lesson, plot, tone, genre…
· Pre-production, Production, Post Production

· script, story, genre, writers, producers, message…
· directors, actors, cameras, lights...
· CGI, editors, story, tone...
· Active Components and Passive Components

· Actors, writers, directors, story (?)…
· lights, cameras, props, CGI...
· Certain components are always present

· writer, director, cameras, message/meaning

· A thinking Christian takes note of the components of a movie he/she watches 

Questions to Ask of Any Movie

· What is the point/main idea/message of this movie?

· State the point in one single sentence.

·  Try to be objective and put yourself in the place of the creator.

Further questions to help you answer that…
· Why was this movie made? 

· To inform? To inspire? To entertain? To lament? 

· What is this movie saying about the world, morality, reality…?
· What is the worldview of the makers?
· Is its statement/message true?
· Does this movie match form and function?
· Do its components facilitate its message? 
· e.g. a horror movie making a statement about the nature of evil vs. a pixar movie about the Holocaust
· Does this movie reflect reality? (And should it?)

· Are these characters true to real life? 

· Are these characters unrealistic for a purpose (e.g. Avengers)?

· What methods do the makers use to argue their case?

· Pathos, Ethos, Logos

· music, pictures, characters

· lighting, sound, camera angles

Practice
“The Present” a short film produced by Jacob Frey

“In a Heartbeat” a short film by Beth Davis and Esteban Bravo

A Scene from Season 2, Episode 4 of Frasier “Flour Child”

Final Thoughts

· Should Christians watch or support R-rated movies containing violence, foul language, and sex? 

· What is the difference between a good movie and an effective movie?

· How should Christians talk about the movies they watch?

Q: Should I watch this movie?

A: Does this movie …

     … weaken my reason.

     … Impair the tenderness of my conscience. 

     … Obscure my sight of God.

     … Diminish my thirst for spiritual things.

     … Increase the authority of my body over my mind.

If you answer yes to any of them, it's probably a bad idea.

