A Cover Letter About Riggins

To Whom It May Concern:

What is the Riggins trip about? Building up the body of Christ and serving the universal Church. 
This was the first line of the cover letter last year, and it is just as true this year. Specifically, I want to be clear that Riggins is not a “missions trip” in the ommonly understood use of that phrase. We don’t plan to do any more evangelizing than Christians should normally be doing. We go to Riggins to build up the Body of Christ there, with brothers and sisters whom we dearly love. We come alongside the local church that is already ministering to the community and do whatever we can to assist and improve that endeavor.  
Over the 8 years we’ve been going to Riggins, we’ve seen kids grow up into godly men and women. Teens who first believed the gospel 8 years ago are now waiting for our team to come and help them minister to the town. The focus of the trip has shifted over the years to the point where we now go to assist them in the work, instead of them assisting us. Pastor Jim describes us fondly as an “adrenaline shot to the town of Riggins.” Everyone knows when the Texas Team is coming, and they can’t wait to see us. The feeling is mutual. 

A particularly new and exciting dynamic is that the youth group that exists in Riggins will be officially involved in running VBS. We will plan with them and they will be part of the team. Last year we had an unofficial “Riggins Team” to go along with the “Texas Team.” Now it’s official. 

Discipleship has been explained to me in four steps: I do you watch. I do you help. You do I help. You do I watch. We’re going from steps two to three with this trip in the discipleship process of teens in Riggins, and that is unbelievably exciting to me. 

Unfortunately, you can’t really understand why it’s so worthwhile until you actually go and experience it for yourself. 

Every year at least one new person joins us on this trip, and every year at least one person who was “new” falls in love and becomes a staple. 


We make no apologies for the fact that half of why we go there is because we really want to. But eight years in, you can’t call us tourists. 


The average day consists of VBS in the morning, service projects in the afternoon, ministry with teens in the evening, and family time for the group at night. We’re pretty much going non-stop from 8a-10p every day. 


For anyone who comes, it will be a life-changing experience. The course of my life drastically shifted because of this town and this trip, and I know others who can attest to the same. If you’re wondering whether it’s worth it now, you will wonder why you ever wondered that at all when you get back. 


I hope the information in the following packet is helpful. Don’t hesitate to ask me anything. Questions, concerns, insults, encouragements, I welcome them all. 

For HIM and only HIM.

1 Thess 4:11

*STEPHEN*(curto) 

713-540-4673

stephen.curto@gmail.com
MAIN INFORMATION PACKET
Trip Dates:
July 21- August 1, 2017
Leader Contact Info:

Stephen Curto 

713-540-4673 (text or call)

stephen.curto@gmail.com 
Clint and Denise Tees

dmtees@sbcglobal.net
clinton.tees@sbcglobal.net
Clint: 281-639-8577
Denise: 281-639-8579
Pastor Jim Thibodeaux

Salmon River Community Church

208-628-3844 
P.O. Box 428

Riggins, ID  83549
Trip Blog:
www.mygiveonthings.com/riggins-2017-blog/
Cost:

Each participant must pay Stephen $900.00 according to the following schedule. (Three Payment Deadlines: $50 ASAP to hold place on trip; $400 May 28th; $450 July 16th) I no longer feel comfortable calling this a “missions trip,” but I am comfortable calling it a “discipleship trip.” If you write support letters to raise support, be clear about what we’re doing and why.
If money is the only problem with your attendance, come talk to a leader. We will always do our best to help those struggling to reach the goal. We don’t want money to be the reason you can’t come, but don’t expect a free ride for no work. (2 Thess 3:10)
Meeting Schedule:
Sunday afternoons from 3:00-5:00pm at the Mitchell’s House. 11018 Albury Park Ln. (code: *7073). 
From May 7th- July 16th participants will meet for a weekly Bible study on the book of Galatians. Every participant must be present for at least 66% (4 absences) to go to Riggins. (discuss extenuating circumstances that might prevent this attendance with a leader.) The reason for this is to build community and team dynamics. (**This is particularly important for first-timers on the trip!)  
Pre-Trip Beach Retreat
May 12-14
We will spend one weekend at the Curto family’s beach house with the goal of growing closer together as a team. We will leave on Friday evening, (6pm) carpool to Galveston, spend the night Friday and Saturday and return after Church on Sunday. More info on this will come later. 
Flight Info:
To Boise:

	Depart Airport
	Date
	Time
	Flight#
	Arrival Airport
	Time

	HOU
	Fri, Jul 21
	5:35am
	WN1037
	LAS
	6:35am

	LAS
	Fri, Jul 21
	10:30am
	WN1744
	BOI
	10:30am


To Houston: 
	Depart Airport
	Date
	Time
	Flight#
	Arrival Airport
	Time

	BOI
	Tues, Aug 1
	1:10pm
	WN1690
	PHX
	2:10pm

	PHX
	Tues, Aug 1
	5:40pm
	WN2247
	HOU
	10:10pm


Sample Support Letter:
The following letter is an example format to use when writing your letters. It is not something to be sent in place of your letter.

Dear (Name of supporter),


(Start with a salutation and a quick explanation of why you are writing. Short and sweet. You could recap what happened on the last trip, or tell them what things you have learned lately to lead you to this trip.) I’m writing to you today to let you know about the amazing work that the Holy Spirt has been doing in my life through the past few years. You may remember that I went to Riggins Idaho last year. We saw some amazing things and the body of Christ is growing in that community. Some of the students we ministered to are anxiously awaiting our return.
(Tell them what you will be doing on this trip. Be absolutely clear that this is not a mission trip. You can call it a discipleship trip if you like, but “mission trip” conveys certain connotations and expectations. Be clear that half the reason you’re going is because you want to, and you’ll have fun. If they are a repeat supporter, tell them a story or two about someone you met last year or what you did.) This summer we will be returning to Riggins again. I am particularly excited about seeing some old faces and renewing Godly relationships that were kindled last year. As if this weren’t enough, we will be meeting new high school students from Riggins and edify old ones, all for the glory of our Lord and Savior. We will also put on a VBS (vacation Bible school) and serve Salmon River Community Church in work projects wherever they are needed. 
(Ask for money… nicely) This trip won’t be cheap. Not only do we need to pay for transportation to Riggins, but also for food and supplies once there. It will cost each student $900 to attend, so financial help is greatly needed and appreciated and will help more than you can know. 

(Explain the system for contributing support) This year, because we know the good work we do in Riggins is so worth-while and valued by the community there, we have decided to go without a church sponsor. We are merely brothers and sisters in Christ trying to make a lasting impact in the lives and afterlives of those in the community of Riggins. However, tax-deductible donations can still be made out to “Salmon River Community Church” and sent to P.O. Box 428 Riggins, ID 83549. Be sure to include a note designating it for my fund, or else make a general donation to be split amongst all the group members.
(Explain contact info, the blog, and say thank you) If you would like to know more about the trip or want to stay updated on how the preparations for the trip are going, you can call me at (phone number) or email me at (email address). Also, you can keep up with the trip as a whole by visiting the trip’s blog www.mygiveonthings.com/riggins-2017-blog/. We will be updating this web page with stories of the town, prayer requests, and general information on how the trip is going. 

(Thank them) Thank you so much for being involved in our mission to bring God glory.
God bless.

(Your name)
Packing List:
Essentials
· VBS materials (curriculum, props, teaching notes etc.)

· Bible

· Sleeping Bag

· Sleeping Pad/Air Mattress (many students purchase at Walmart once in ID)

· Pillow

· Tennis Shoes/Sneakers/Athletic Shoes (grungy for walking and sporting)

· Water Shoes/Sandals

· Nicer Tennis Shoes/Dress Shoes (for church)

· Toiletries (shampoo, soap, deodorant, tooth paste, tooth brush, etc.)

· 2 Pairs Long Pants/Jeans

· 3-4 Pairs Shorts

· 1 Swimsuit

· 1 Sweatshirt/Windbreaker (it does get cold in the evenings)

·  1 Long sleeve T-shirt

· 4-5 other shirts

· 2-3 sets athletic clothes

· 2 Sets Church clothes (Boys- collared Shirt and nice “no-holes” jeans and shoes or better; Girls- nice blouse and pants or skirt with proper footwear or better)

· Underwear and Socks (enough for 9 days) 

· 2 Towels

· Sun Screen
Non-Essentials

· Spending money (we suggest $25-$40 spending money for food during driving trips and other souvenirs and knick-knacks)

· Camera

· Journal

· Books for Travel Time

· Cell phone (proceed with caution… if problematic, will be confiscated… ()

Basic Schedule:

July 21
4:30am- Arrive at Hobby Airport

10:30am- Arrive Boise

11:30-3pm- Walmart and lunch

3-7pm- Drive to Riggins

10pm- Lights out

July 22

VBS run-through’s and practices with Riggins Team all day.

July 23
8-12am- Church Service (we run it)

1-3pm- Church Picnic

4pm- Finishing touches on VBS
10pm- Lights out

July 24-28
8-12pm- VBS

1-5pm- Service Projects

5-8pm- Field Night

8-11pm- Showers then Family Time

July 29-31
“Free” days (Rafting, Church Service, free time, recuperate)

August 1
8:00am- Roll out

11:30am- check in at Airport

10:10pm- Arrive in Houston

Riggins FAQs:

What are the sleeping arrangements while there?


Salmon River Community Church has a large basement divided into two large rooms with a kitchen in between. The boys will stay on one side, the girls on the other, no exceptions between lights-out each night and VBS each morning. Chaperones will sleep in each room.
Will my child be allowed to go off alone?


No. We will adhere to the following “group of three” rules: No student will go anywhere without at least two other people, or just one other if it is their chaperone of the same sex. Groups with any girl will have at least two boys accompanying it. No twosomes or singles. 
What happens in case of an emergency?


The ranking leader present will take charge. In case of extreme medical emergency, patients will be taken to the emergency room in McCall (45 minutes from Riggins). The leader will contact parents immediately with information. All other emergencies will be handled at the ranking leader’s discretion. 

What is the plan for food?

Breakfasts and lunches will be purchased at Walmart in Boise. We eat meals together. Dinners will be provided by the citizens of Riggins. Cost of food is included in budget, except for food while traveling (2 lunches, 1 dinner). 
What about showers?


The congregation members of the church open their homes to us to shower each night. Getting to talk with the Rigginites at shower-time is widely regarded one of the best parts of the trip. There are some fascinating people who live in Riggins and attend Salmon River Community Church. World-record holders, WWII vets, and school teachers.
Who’s handling the money?


Stephen Curto. He is keeping a detailed report of who has paid what and what has been spent. Tax-deductible donations can be sent to Salmon River Community Church. You can also give money directly to Stephen in form of check, cash, bank transfer, or paypal transfer. Use the email listed above. 
Can I contact my child during the trip?


Of course! Students will be allowed to have phones as long as they don’t interfere with the trip. If a phone is confiscated, parents can call Stephen Curto’s phone, or the church, to talk to their child. 
Beach Retreat FAQs:

What’s the point of the Beach Retreat?


Two main purposes: 1) Gel as a group. We do team building exercises and have deep conversations to get to know each other better and see what our strengths are in this team dynamic. Every team is different and we want to highlight strengths. 2) Prepare spiritually for Riggins. It’s a good time to comb through our spiritual lives and make sure that we are in the right place in our walk with the Lord to undergo a big trip like Riggins. Sometimes getting away from normal life is the best way to do that. We don’t want any unrealized weaknesses, sins, or spiritual blind spots. Weakness are fine if we know about them (even good, since Christ’s power is made perfect in our weakness), but this retreat helps root them out in a safe environment instead of in Idaho. It’s a lot more than just a weekend beach vacation. 
What are the sleeping arrangements while there?


The beach house has 3 bedrooms downstairs and a loft upstairs. The girls will be in the bedrooms with locking doors and queen-sized beds; the boys will be in the loft with twin-sized beds. 
What’s the cost for this retreat?


This weekend is free if you so choose. Stephen is covering food and the leaders are covering transportation. If you’d like to chip in for gas or food, you can, but there is absolutely no obligation. 

More info on the Beach Retreat will come in another packet a little closer to the date with things like packing list, itinerary, carpools, etc. 
WAIVER AND RELEASE OF LIABILITY
In consideration of the risk of injury while participating in the Riggins 2017 Mission Trip (the "Activity"), and as consideration for the right to participate in the Activity, I hereby, for myself, my heirs, executors, administrators, assigns, or personal representatives, knowingly and voluntarily enter into this waiver and release of liability and hereby waive any and all rights, claims or causes of action of any kind whatsoever arising out of my participation in the Activity, and do hereby release and forever discharge Stephen Curto, located at 12542 Clover Walk Ln, Houston, Texas 77041, and his associate leaders for any physical or psychological injury, including but not limited to illness, paralysis, death, damages, economical or emotional loss, that I may suffer as a direct result of my participation in the Riggins 2017 Mission Trip, including traveling to and from an event related to this Activity.
 
I am voluntarily participating in the Riggins 2017 Mission Trip entirely at my own risk. I am aware of the risks associated with traveling to and from as well as participating in this Activity, which may include, but are not limited to, physical or psychological injury, pain, suffering, illness, disfigurement, temporary or permanent disability (including paralysis), economic or emotional loss, and death. I understand that these injuries or outcomes may arise from my own or others' negligence, conditions related to travel, or the condition of the Activity location(s). Nonetheless, I assume all related risks, both known or unknown to me, of my participation in this Activity, including travel to, from and during this Activity.
 
I agree to indemnify and hold harmless Stephen Curto and his associate leaders against any and all claims, suits or actions of any kind whatsoever for liability, damages, compensation or otherwise brought by me or anyone on my behalf, including attorney's fees and any related costs, if litigation arises pursuant to any claims made by me or by anyone else acting on my behalf. If Stephen Curto and his associate leaders incur any of these types of expenses, I agree to reimburse Stephen Curto and his associate leaders.
 
I acknowledge that Stephen Curto and his associate leaders are not responsible for errors, omissions, acts or failures to act of any party or entity conducting a specific event or activity on behalf of Stephen Curto and his associate leaders.
 
I acknowledge that the Riggins 2017 Mission Trip may involve a test of a person's physical and mental limits and may carry with it the potential for death, serious injury, and property loss. The risks may include, but are not limited to, those caused by terrain, facilities, temperature, weather, lack of hydration, condition of participants, equipment, vehicular traffic and actions of others, including but not limited to, participants, volunteers, spectators, coaches, event officials and event monitors, and/or producers of the event.
 
I acknowledge that I have carefully read this "waiver and release" and fully understand that it is a release of liability. I expressly agree to release and discharge Stephen Curto and his associate leaders from any and all claims or causes of action and I agree to voluntarily give up or waive any right that I otherwise have to bring a legal action against Stephen Curto and his associate leaders for personal injury or property damage.
To the extent that statute or case law does not prohibit releases for negligence, this release is also for negligence on the part of Stephen Curto and his associate leaders, his agents, and employees.
In the event that I should require medical care or treatment, I agree to be financially responsible for any costs incurred as a result of such treatment. I am aware and understand that I should carry my own health insurance.
 
In the event that any damage to equipment or facilities occurs as a result of my willful actions, neglect or recklessness, I acknowledge and agree to be held liable for any and all costs associated with any actions of neglect or recklessness.
 

I agree to do everything in my power to make payments amounting to $900.00 in a timely manner, no later than July 6, 2017 and will pay at least $400 prior to May 28, 2017.

I acknowledge that I have no guarantee of reimbursement of any funds I give to participate in the Riggins 2017 Mission Trip. I understand that the last day I can receive reimbursement of any kind is May 20, 2017 and thereafter, I will forfeit any funds I have contributed to the trip.

This Agreement was entered into at arm's-length, without duress or coercion, and is to be interpreted as an agreement between two parties of equal bargaining strength. Both the Participant, __________________________, and Stephen Curto and his associate leaders agree that this Agreement is clear and unambiguous as to its terms, and that no other evidence will be used or admitted to alter or explain the terms of this Agreement, but that it will be interpreted based on the language in accordance with the purposes for which it is entered into.
 
In the event that any provision contained within this Release of Liability shall be deemed to be severable or invalid, or if any term, condition, phrase or portion of this agreement shall be determined to be unlawful or otherwise unenforceable, the remainder of this agreement shall remain in full force and effect, so long as the clause severed does not affect the intent of the parties. If a court should find that any provision of this agreement to be invalid or unenforceable, but that by limiting said provision it would become valid and enforceable, then said provision shall be deemed to be written, construed and enforced as so limited.
 
In the event of an emergency, please contact the following person(s) in the order presented:
 
	Emergency Contact
	Contact Relationship
	Contact Telephone

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 


 
I, the undersigned participant, affirm that I am of the age of 18 years or older, and that I am freely signing this agreement. I certify that I have read this agreement, that I fully understand its content and that this release cannot be modified orally. I am aware that this is a release of liability and a contract and that I am signing it of my own free will.
	Participant's Name:
	 

	Participant's Address:
	 

	 
	 

	 
 
Signature:
	 
 

	Date:
	 


PARENT / GUARDIAN WAIVER FOR MINORS
In the event that the participant is under the age of consent (18 years of age), then this release must be signed by a parent or guardian, as follows:
 
I hereby certify that I am the parent or guardian of ____________________________, named above, and do hereby give my consent without reservation to the foregoing on behalf of this individual.
	 
	 
	 


	Parent / Guardian Name:
	 

	Relationship to Minor:
	 

	 
 
Signature:
	 
 

	Date:
	 


 
