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The Major and Minor Prophets is a collection of books within the Christian Old Testament compiled from
the writings of notable ancient Hebrew authors known as prophets. This section of the Christian Bible follows the section of the Jewish
Bible known as the Latter Prophets which features a nearly identical list of books with the exception of Daniel and Lamentations (these
two books are found in a different section of the Jewish Bible). The Latter Prophets, together with the Former Prophets (Joshua, Judges,
Samuel & Kings), form the division of the Jewish Bible called the Nevi'im (Prophets). Prophets are distinct from other Biblical authors in
that their writings center around oracles, laments, visions, proclamations, and warnings that have less emphasis on narrative or
chronology and more emphasis on God's direct message to his people. Promises of hope, judgment of sin, future restoration, God's
sovereignty, and the end of days are all common themes found in prophetic literature. In their day a prophet was a highly respected
religious figure who acted as the mouthpiece of God to the Tribes of Israel and neighboring countries. A prophet was a frequent visitor
to both the courts of kings and to the streets of villagers.
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Following the reign of Solomon the nation of israel divided |
into two kingdoms. The Northern Kingdom retained the
name Israel and made Samaria the capital. The Southern
Kingdom came to be be known as Judah and possessed the
city of Jerusalem as its capital. Because the temple remained
in Jerusalem the majority of the prophets centered their
ministry in Judah.
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When did they prophesy?

The books of the prophets cover a time span from about 800
BC to about 400 BC. In 586 BC the Babylonians completed the
conquest of Israel and Judah that started in 597 BC and led
the captive Israelites away to Babylon. After almost 60 years
in captivity the Jews were released by the Persian King,
Cyrus, to return to their homeland and rebuild Jerusalem.
Many of the prophets provide very specific dates for their
years of active ministry by mentioning contemporary rulers.
Others are more difficult to pinpoint, but clues can often be
found in their subject matter.

Timeline

All dates approximate
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Joel Handout
Introductory Issues:

· Author: Joel (1:1)
· Date: Either very early (835 BC) or very late (420’s BC)
· Audience: Judah (2:32; 3:1, 6)
· Purpose: To explain the coming 
“Day of the Lord” and cause Judah (and Israel) to Repent.
· Kings in Judah and Israel at the Time: (2 Kings 10-14)
· Ahab and Jezebel’s Wickedness
· Servants of Baal
· Elijah and the fire from heaven
· Elisha anoints Jehu King of Israel (2 Kings 9)
· Jehu comes in and kills Joram (KoI), Ahaziah (KoJ), and Jezebel (Ahab’s wife, Baal worshipper)
· Jehu kills all 70 of all of Ahab’s relatives in Judah and Israel
· Jehu kills all of the Baal priests
· Jehu does not depart from sins of Jeroboam
· Athaliah (Ahaziah’s Mother) is Queen in Judah 6 years
· kills all other children to try and reunite kingdoms
· Joash hidden from her for 6 years
· Joash crowned king at age 7 and Athaliah killed
· Joash (Jehoash) reigns and does right in the eyes of the Lord
· Joash repairs the temple
· Joash pays off the Arameans from the temple treasuries
· His servants conspire and kill him, and Amaziah, his son reigns
I. The Locust Plague (Ch. 1)
· “Has anything like this happened in your days?” (v2)
· Anything like what? cf. v4-7
· LAMENT! (v8-13)
· “Gather the elders… and cry out to the Lord... For the Day of the Lord is near...” (v14-15)
· “… and it will come as destruction from the Almighty” (v15)
· What is Joel telling the nation to do and why?
II. The Day of the Lord (2:1-11)
· “Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble” (v1)
· “As the dawn is spread over the mountains, so there is a great and mighty people” (v2)
· What is the image and what does this “Great and mighty people” do? (cf. v2-10)
· “The Lord utters His voice before His army…strong is he who carries out His word.” (v11)
· “The day of the Lord is indeed great and very awesome, And who can endure it?” (v11) 
What is “the Day of the Lord”?
· Is this different from “the Great and Terrible Day of the Lord” (Mal 4:5) or “the Great and Awesome Day of the Lord” (Joel 2:31, Acts 2:20)?
· Has the Day of the Lord begun?
· If it has, has it finished? 
· Zeph 1:1-18; Isa 13:6-13; 1 Cor 5:5; 1 Thess 5:1-6; 2 Thess 2:1-14
III. A Call for Repentance (2:12-17)
· “Return to me with all your heart… rend your heart and not your garment” (12-13)
· “For he is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger, abounding in lovingkindness and relenting of evil” (v13)
· cf. Ex. 34:6
· “Call a solemn assembly... let the priests and ministers weep and say, ‘Spare your people’” (v15, 17)
IV. Promises for the Remnant (2:18-3:21)
· “Then the Lord will become jealous for his land and will have pity on his people” (v18)
· “Fear not… for the Lord has done great things” (v21)
· “The threshing floor shall be full of grain; the vats shall overflow with wine and oil” (v24)
· Does this prove that these promises have already been fulfilled? 
· “My people shall never again be put to shame” (v26 & 27)
· Is “never again” literal or hyperbole?
· “You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel” (v27)
· “…afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh” (v28)
· After what? cf. Acts 2:20ff
· “I will show wonders... blood and fire and columns of smoke, the sun shall be darkened and the moon turned to blood, in the face of the coming of the great and terrible day of the Lord.” (v30-31)
· What is verse 32 describing?
· “For behold, in those days and at that time, when I restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem...” (v1)
· What time period is being spoken of?
· What will God do and why? (v2-3)
· What judgment does God pronounce of Tyre and Sidon and why? (v4-8)
· God calls the nation to war. (v9-16) What time period does he do this?
· “in that day the mountains shall drip sweet wine…” (v18)
· “Egypt shall become a desolation and Edom a desolate wilderness” (v19)
· “But Judah will be inhabited forever, and Jerusalem to all generations” (v20)
· “I will acquit their bloodguilt that I have not acquitted for the Lord lives in Zion.” (v21)
· What is this talking about?
Why does any of this matter? 
