Leviticus – Week 2: The Sacrificial System and Uncleanness

Week 1: Introduction
Week 2: The Sacrificial System and Uncleanness (Chps. 1-15, 17)
Week 3: The Day of Atonement (Chp 16)
Week 4: Separate and Holy (18-22)
Week 5: Celebrations, Ceremonies, Covenants, and Charity (23-27)

Chapters 1-6:7: Sacrifices for the laity in various circumstances and types.

	NAME
	REF.
	OCCASION
	OFFERING
	PROCEDURE

	Burnt Offering
	1:1-17
	Gaining divine favor
	Unblemished male. Individual assets determined animal type
	All burned

	Cereal Offering
	2:1-16
	Thanksgiving and gaining divine favor
	Salted unleavened cakes or cereals
	Part burned for God; remainder assigned to priests

	Peace Offering
	3:1-17; 22:18-30
	Gratitude to God; Fellowship with Him; public rejoicing; deliverance from vows
	Unblemished male or female. Individual assets determined animal type
	Fat burned; remainder eaten by priest and worshipper in fellowship meal

	Sin Offering
	4:1-5:13
	Need for purification from sin or defilement
	Bull (Priest or congregation); Male goat (ruler); female goat, lamb, pair of doves or pigeons; meal offering (Individual assets)
	Fat burned for God; remainder eaten by priests

	Guilt Offering
	5:14-19
	Guilt about misappropriation of holy things or some loss to sanctuary
	Unblemished ram
	Fat burned; remainder eaten by priests

	Compensation Offering
	6:1-7
	Stolen from or wronged a neighbor; swearing falsely
	Unblemished ram
	Given to priests; likely sacrificed like guilt offering



Chapters 6:8-7:38: Extra requirements for priests
Priests were required to give extra offerings every day. Most of the offerings that laity could give were also given by priests on behalf of the laity on a daily basis. This provided a perpetual reminder of worship and holiness to God. 



Chapters 8-10: This section switches styles slightly. It begins giving history as opposed to Law. 
Aaron and his sons go through the first ordination process performed in Israel. They dressed Aaron and his sons in the proper clothing, then performed various offerings (Sin, burnt, cereal, ordination, and wave) and consecrated the priests for their duties, anointing them and the tabernacle with oil. Anointing was a common Ancient Near East (ANE) tradition that signified separation and purification. Oil’s use in medicinal and culinary purposes gave the ceremony a tone of sanctification. Where food and medicine help to keep the body healthy, the anointed priest was there to keep the soul healthy. These passages should be read in conjunction with Ex 25-27, 30-40. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Later, Moses instructed Aaron and the priests in giving one of every offering. When they were finishing this process God Himself sent fire to burn the offerings, and everyone saw it. Then, as Aaron’s sons began making an improper offering, more fire came from God and killed them. After this, Eleazar and Ithamar took their brothers’ places a priests and received instructions about carrying out their duties. For some reason, maybe shock or fear or bereavement, they did not complete the ceremony by eating the meat after it had been burned. Aaron excused the offense and explained to Moses that it was a special circumstance. Moses agreed. 

This story initiating the priesthood is key, because the rest of Leviticus is all about regulations and responsibilities of the priesthood. These were the men God chose to work through on earth. 

Chapters 11-15 concern cleanness as follows:
11. Clean and unclean animals
[image: Meeeeeeewith7es:Users:stephencurto:Desktop:clean-and-unclean-meats.gif]12. Cleanness after giving birth
13-14. Cleanness concerning Leprosy
14. Clean houses
15. Cleanness concerning bodily functions

The three main reasons for these laws are:
· Health
· Holiness
· Separation from Other Peoples




Clean and Unclean Animals:
[image: Meeeeeeewith7es:Users:stephencurto:Desktop:clean-and-unclean-meats.gif]

Chapter 17:

17:11 “For the life of the flesh is in the blood and I have given it for you on the altar to make atonement for your souls, for it is the blood that makes atonement by the life.”
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