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Prolegomena Handout
Meaning of Theology 
· Theology
· from two Greek Words
· θεος theos – “God” 
· λογος logos – “Word” 
· Theology – “Words (or sayings) about God”
Theology is...
· “the science of the facts of divine revelation...” Hodge 
· “A rational discourse about God.” Geisler
· “a discourse upon one specific subject, namely, God.” Chafer
· “the systematized knowledge of God...” Berkhof
Two concepts in theology:

1. Theology is Intelligible
2. Theology requires explanation
Note:
· Everyone does theology, but not everyone does theology well.
· Good theology is that which more accurately describes or instructs about God than bad theology. 
Christian Theology

· “The rational interpretation of the Christian faith.”
· Christian Theology looks primarily to three sources of information:
· The Bible
· Church History
· Logic
Other Theologies

· e.g. Atheistic Theology, Buddhist Theology, American Theology, Feminist Theology, Liberation Theology, etc.
· All of these worldviews do Theology
· From this point onward in the series, we will be discussing Christian Theology
Biblical Theology

· Focuses on the Bible
· Studies the authors and cultural contexts
· studies original languages
· Emphasizes the “progress of the self-revelation of God in the Bible”6
Systematic Theology

· Correlates all information as a whole
· Focuses on the structure of doctrines and dogmas
· Involves Biblical and Historical theology in its processes
Historical Theology

· Focuses on what other Theologians have said throughout history
· Tries to learn from past mistakes
Presuppositions

· Truth is objective and knowable through observation.
· God exists and has revealed Himself in the Bible.
· Reality is. 
The Order of Theology
Hermeneutics ↴ .…........................... (method of interpretation)

↳ Exegesis ↴ .…....................... (drawing out the meaning of a text)

↳ Exposition ↴ ............................... (explanation of the meaning)

↳ Biblical Theology ↴ ................ (compiling the biblical revelation)

↳ Historical Theology ↴ ..................... (comparing it to others)

↳ Systematic Theology ↴ ........ (systematizing all the revelation)

↳ Application! ............................ (living life in light of theology)
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