

21

WEEK 5: 1ST NON-CHRONOLOGICAL PARENTHETICAL INSERTION: 144,000 JEWS (CH 7)


-Summary of Events-
	Four angels are seen standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back harm from the earth. A fifth angel instructs them to continue their protection until 144,000 Israelites receive a seal from God. After that, a great multitude wearing white robes appears in heaven. They worship the lamb. One of the 24 elders asks who they are, then answers his own question saying that they are believers who are coming out of the great tribulation. 
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Who are these 144,000 Israelites? Well… they are Israelites and there are 144,000 of them. Some try to mythologize them, some try to say that they aren’t Israelites, some say that it’s impossible because the 12 tribes have scattered. All of these are ridiculous human worries and theories. As for the question of why Manasseh is mentioned as a tribe and Dan is not, many theories have been presented. Most likely it is because of Dan’s repeated idolatry and the fact that they were the first to separate themselves from Israel and make treaties with neighboring kingdoms during the period of the judges and kings. No list of the tribes ever had more than 12 listed. Usually Levi was the omitted tribe because of their priesthood. Dan is mentioned in Ezek 48:2 in the millennial land distribution, so his omission here is insignificant. 

-The Multitude-
Who? 
	View 1: The 144,000. Some say that the 144,000 and “the multitude” are the same group of people. They are not necessarily Jews, just the people who will be saved during the tribulation. Reference the chart below “Distinctions between 144,000 and Multitude” for distinctions between the two groups. 
View 2: The church. Some say that the multitude is the raptured church. This is unlikely, as we have already established that the 24 Elders likely represent the church and a clear distinction is drawn between the Elders and the multitude.
View 3: Gentiles in the Millennium. Some say that this NCPI occurs at the beginning of the millennium and these are gentile converts who are coming out of the tribulation into the millennium. This is unlikely because the millennium is on earth and this scene is obviously taking place in heaven because the throne, 4 creatures, 24 elders, angels, and Lamb are still there from the Rev 5 scene. 
View 4: Gentile Converts During the Tribulation. Some say that these are gentiles who have been converted to belief in Jesus during the tribulation and martyred for their belief. This makes them most sense as this group is obviously distinct from the Church and from Israel but places them in heaven with Christ prior to his second advent. When in the tribulation this takes place is unclear but it is likely after the fifth seal (the group bears a resemblance to those under the altar) but before but before the sixth trumpet (no more who die after that point repent or turn to God, so the entire number from 6:11 would be filled.)

-Distinctions between 144,000 and Multitude-
Revelation 7:1-8
· Numbered
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Israelites
· Sealed
· Sealed before the Tribulation

Revelation 7:9-17
· Innumerable
· All nations
· Slain
· Converted out of the Tribulation


-Terminology-
The four winds of the earth: natural disasters/judgments that are being restrained until the 144,000 are marked. These disasters are then released during the trumpet and bowl judgments. 

Another Angel… with the seal of God: an angel who has authority over the other four. Other than that, no one has any clue who this guy is. 

The ones coming out of the great tribulation: the multitude described above. 
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