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WEEK 8: 3RD N-C P I: ISRAEL’S FLIGHT, TWO BEASTS, 6 SCENES OF HOPE (CH 12-14)

-Summary of Events (Ch 12)-
	Chapter 12 describes a huge allegory that describes Israel’s flight into the wilderness and Satan’s enmity with God and Israel. In this allegory, John describes both Satan’s past attempt to prevent the Messiah from coming (v 1-5), and his future attempt to prevent the Messiah from returning by wiping out Israel (v 6-15). The Chapter wraps up by detailing God’s protection of Israel, how she is kept from the flood that Satan brings against her, and then Satan, furiously, tries to wage war in another way (v 16-17). Namely, by summoning the two beasts to finish, or continue, his work. 

-Rev 12 Symbols-
Son= Messiah (Rev 12:5; Ps 2:9; Acts 1:9)
Dragon= Satan (Rev 12:3, 9)
Woman= Mary? Because she gives birth to the son.
  = the church? Because… Jesus… 
  = Israel (Rev 12:1; Gen 37:9-10)

-Dragon, First, and Second Beast- 
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-Summary of Events (Ch 13)-
Chapter 13 details two beasts, one being the anti-Christ, the other being a prophet who performs signs for the first beast. The first beast, the anti-Christ, is allowed to exercise authority for 3.5 years and it speaks against God. The second beast performs miracles by the power of Satan in order to reinforce the world-wide support for the anti-Christ. This second beast also helps to establish a society in which the mark of the beast allows those still on earth to buy and sell things. This mark becomes even more important later as it is a mark of damnation. The mark is the number of the beast, 666 or 616. 

-The First Beast-
- Rises from the sea
- 10 horns and 7 heads
- One head seemed to have a mortal wound that is healed
- Humanity worships the dragon and beast
- Given authority over all the world
-Also spoken of in Ezek 28:1-10; Dan 7:7-8, 20-26; 8:23-25; 9:29-27; 11:36-45; 2 Thess 2:3-10; Rev 17:8-14
When synthesized, these passages reveal a number of characteristics about this first beast:
· He will appear in the “latter times” of Israel’s history (Dan 8:23)
· He won’t appear until “The Day of the Lord” has begun (2 Thess 2:2)
· His appearance is being hindered by “the restrainer” (2 Thess 2:6-7)
· His appearance will be preceded by a departure (2 Thess 2:3)
· He is a gentile, since he comes from “the sea” a common metaphor (Rev 13:1; 17:15)
· He is a political leader (Rev 13:1; Dan 7:7-8, 20, 24, Rev 17:9-11)
· His influence is world wide (Rev 13:8)
· He eliminates 3 other rulers in his rise to power (Dan 7:8, 24)
· He is intelligent, persuasive, subtle and crafty (Dan 7:8, 20; 8:23; Ezek 28:6)
· He does his own will, but says it is the will of his supporters (Dan 11:38, Rev 17:13)
· He is a blasphemer. (Ezek 28:2; Dan 7:25; Rev 13:1, 5-6)
· He will lead a military campaign against God (Ezek 28:8-9; Rev 19:19)
· He will be cast into the lake of fire (Rev 19:20; Ezek 28:10)
- Other names: Wicked One, Man of the Earth, Enemy, Adversary, Head of Many countries, the Assyrian, King of Babylon, Son of the Morning, Spoiler, the Nail, The Prince that will come, Vile Person, Willful King, Man of Sin, Son of Perdition, Lawless one, Antichrist, the Beast, Abomination of Desolation, Desolator…. And others. 

-The Second Beast-
-Rises from the earth
- 2 horns
- uses authority of the 1st beast
- performs miracles
- marks humanity with the first beast’s name, or the number of his name
- will likely deceive people to believe he is Elijah returned
-Other names: The False Prophet (Rev 19:20; 20:10) 


-Gematria-
	Gematria is an ancient method of assigning a number value to every letter. Using gematria is what John means when he says the number of the beast is, “the number of a man.” Each letter in a name has a number value and the total adds up to 666 or 616. 
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-Summary of Events (Ch 14)-
	In chapter 14 we see 6 scenes of hope for believers. The first is the preservation of the 144,000 (1-5). Then an angel comes and proclaims an eternal gospel: to fear God and give him glory (6-7). Another angel comes after that predicting the fall of Babylon, the great world-power that revels in sin and sexual immorality (8). Then A third angel makes clear what will happen to those who worship either of the beasts or receive their mark (9-12). A voice is heard giving hope and proclaiming blessings for those martyred in this time (13) and finally a strange picture of angelic harvesters come to kill many of those who did not believe (14-20). 


-Notes-












-Terminology-
Woman giving birth: Israel. This is made clear because of the allusions to the dream of Joseph in Gen 39. 
Great Red Dragon with 7 heads and 10 horns: The dragon is Satan. 12:9 clearly states this. As for the heads and horns, it is possibly a reference to Rome and Satan’s use of the Roman Empire to crucify Christ. Some commentators are adamant on this and some are completely silent. 
His tail swept a third of the stars: Suggests that Satan took a 3rd of the angels to follow him and become demons.
Male child: The messiah. Satan has been trying to stop the messiah ever since Genesis 3:15. 
Caught up to God and his throne: The ascension of Christ.
Woman was given wings: Some think this is an airplane. Others think it merely means the nation swiftly flees into the desert. 
Time, times, and half a time: If the unit is “1 time” then this is 3.5 times. To be understood, 3.5 years as it is a common length of time and is a repetition of the earlier usage of 1260 days.
River from the mouth of the dragon: some say a literal flood trying to wipe out Israel, others say it merely refers to the grand sweeping nature of his attempt to destroy Israel and God somehow uses the earth to stop this attempt, probably through the geography of the Middle East. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]One of its heads had a mortal wound: Since it’s clear that this is a person the heads must be metaphorical. Some suggest it is the leader of Rome. It is better to understand the 10 heads as (1) relating him to the dragon, (2) a representation of the federation over which he has control. One head = one nation or section of his nation, that he revives and restores to power. The people marvel over his political, economic and social power to restore a seemingly dead nation. Some believe this to mean the beast is a resurrected individual. For treatments of this view read “Things to Come” by J Dwight Pentecost. 
Image of the beast: some physical representation of the anti-Christ that compels people to worship him. 
Mark of the beast: some sort of mark or tattoo that allows people to buy and sell in the society the beast establishes through his political power.
One like the Son of man: Maybe another Angel… maybe Christ himself. The latter is preferred because of the golden crown and the allusions in Matthew to Jesus participating in the judgment of the sheep and the goats. 
Clusters from the vine of the earth: the wicked who are being harvested for destruction. 
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