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WEEK 2: "THINGS THAT ARE" (CH. 2-3)

-The Pattern of Each Letter-
· Destination
· Description of Christ (usually from Rev 1)
· Commendation
· Rebuke
· Exhortation to change
· Consequence
· Exhortation to listen
· Promise to over comers from Rev 21–22
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-Description of Christ (Rev 1:13-18)-
13 and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest. 14 The hairs of his head were white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire,15 his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many waters. 16 In his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun shining in full strength. 17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, 18and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades. 

- Literal View-
	Church
	Christ
	Praise
	Rebuke
	Change
	Promise

	Ephesus
	Holds, walks among churches
	Deeds, toil, endurance, discern
	Left 1st love
	Recall, repent, repeat
	Tree of life

	Smyrna
	1st/last,
dead/alive
	Poverty, 
trib., persecut.
	None
	No fear
persec, 
faithful
	2nd death, crown of life, *Crowns Chart below

	Pergamum
	Sword
	Kept the faith
	Balaam, 
Nicolaitan
	Attack from sword
	Stone, manna,
Name

	Thyatira
	Eyes, feet
	Deeds more than at 1st
	Jezebel
	Hold fast
	Authority,
morning
star

	Sardis
	Seven spirits
	Some unsoiled
	Dead
	Wake up
	Clothed, confessed, book of life

	Philadelphia
	David’s
key
	Endured,
little power
	None
	Hold fast
	Pillar,
Names, kept from Trib.

	Laodicea
	Amen,
Faithful, true, creator
	None
	Lukewarm
self-sufficient
	Open 
door to Christ
	Christ’s
throne








-Historico-Prophetic View of Churches-
	Church
	Scripture
	Era
	Years AD

	Ephesus
	2:1-7
	Apostolic
	33–64

	Smyrna
	2:8-11
	Persecuted
	64–313

	Pergamum
	2:12-17
	Church/state union
	313–606

	Thyatira
	2:18-29
	Middle Ages
	606–1520

	Sardis
	3:1-6
	Reformation
	1520–1750

	Philadelphia
	3:7-13
	Missionary
	1750–1900

	Laodicea
	3:14-22
	Modern
	1900–present



-Problems with Historico-Prophetic View-
· It messes with the doctrine of Imminence
· It is ethnocentric (evaluating other peoples and cultures according to the standards of one's own culture)
· It does not neatly fit church History
· It uses allegorical interpretation

 *   -Scriptures 5 Crowns-
	Scripture
	Title
	Rewarded for…

	1 Cor 9:24-27
	Incorruptible crown
	Gaining mastery over the old man

	1 Thess 2:19-20
	Crown of rejoicing
	Soul winning

	Jas 1:12; Rev 2:10
	Crown of life
	Enduring trials

	1 Pet 5:2-4
	Crown of glory
	Shepherding God’s people

	2 Tim 4:8
	Crown of righteousness
	Longing for His appearing













-About the Cities-
Ephesus – “Permitted” Known for its temple to Artemis, Church: had timothy as pastor, founded by Paul on 2nd missionary journey, had 5 NT books addressed to them.
Smyrna – “myrrh” Center for trade and commerce and arts. Not much is known about the church or the city. 
Pergamum – “Height or Elevation” A major city known for the temple of Aesculapius and the invention and manufacture of parchment. 
Thyatira – “Odor or Affliction” A colony of Macedonian Greeks. Made their living by the trade of arts and by dyeing things purple, the color of royalty
Sardis – “Red Ones” The capital of Lydia. Once a luxurious city, now an obscure village with extensive ruins. 
Philadelphia – “Brotherly Love” Under roman rule, founded by King Attalus II. A small town at the base of a mountain. Little is known about Philadelphia way of life.
Laodicea – “Justice of the People” (previously named Diospolis-“City of God”) destroyed by an earthquake in the 60’s. Close to Colossae and mentioned multiple times in Colossians. The worst of the churches after being rebuilt after the earthquake. 


-Notes and Application-























- Terminology and Figurative Language in Ch 2-3-
[bookmark: _GoBack]
“Angel of the church in…” : Two possible Interpretations. Literal Angel or Pastor/Shepherd of the church. Matthew 11:10 JtheB is called a “Messenger” (angelos). Probably refers to the head of that local Church.  
“The One Who conquers” : Revelation 12:11, the word is used to describe those who have salvation. Systematically we can say “true believers” are the ones who conquer or overcome. 
Seven stars: The angel’s of the church (probably the pastors or shepherds of the church. (1:20)
Seven Lampstands: the seven Churches who are supposed to be lights unto the world. (1:20)
Nicolaitans: Unknown, but likely an apostate group spreading a false doctrine. 
Tree of life: The tree that will be in the new Heavens and the new earth (Rev 22:2) and which was in the garden with Adam and Eve (Gen 2:9)
Synagogue of Satan: The Synagogue centrally located between the seven cities whose members helped further the Diocletian persecution. 
Crown of Life: One of the 5 Crowns given at the Bema Seat. *See “Scriptures 5 Crowns Chart” above
Second Death: Lake of Fire in Rev 20.
“Where Satan’s Throne is”: Figurative language describing an area or city well under the control of Satan and Sin. 
The teachings of Balaam: Balaam was an OT prophet who, by his counseling of King Balak, caused Israel to sin through intermarriage with heathen women and idol-worship. (Num 22-25; 31:15-16) The people of Pergamum was also guilty of this intermarriage and idol worship. 
“Hidden Manna” : may refer to Christ as the bread from heaven, drawing a spiritual parallel between the church and the physical manna that the Israelites received in the wilderness.
“White Stone”: it is unclear what the white stone is a reference to, but the new name is considered by most to mean a new name that God gives you in heaven that reflects who you truly are. 
Jezebel: May be a metaphor for a woman like the Jezebel of the OT (as in Ahaz and Jezebel) or may be a literal woman named Jezebel who was stirring up trouble. Either way, she was leading the people of Thyatira astray. She was so bad in fact that her teachings are called “the deep things of Satan” in verse 24.
“Authority over the nations” : The ruling authority that believers will have with Christ in the Millennial Kingdom.
Morning Star: Unclear as to the usages of this phrase. At times it refers to Jesus, at other times it refers to Satan, still other times it means simply the last star to appear before the dawn. In this case it may refer to the rapture or to Jesus himself as their close ruler. 
Book of Life: The book containing the names of true believers which spares them from the Great White Throne Judgment. (Rev 20:12)
Key of David: An allusion to Is 22:22 when the key of David was given to Eliakim so that he would have access to all the wealth of the king. Christ is alluding to the spiritual wealth waiting behind the open door for the faithfulness of the church in Philadelphia. 
“The hour of trial” : the 7 year tribulation in Rev 6-19.
Pillar of the temple of God: Obvious symbolism for permanent residence in the new Jerusalem of Rev 22. This is clarified in verses 3:12-13
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