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WEEK 7: 2ND N-C P I: ANGEL’S ANNOUNCEMENT AND TWO WITNESSES (CH 10-11:14)


-Summary of Events-
	A mighty angel descends on John and a series of secret events happen. They are secret because the Lord instructs John not to write what he hears when this angel sets off “the seven thunders.” This mystery will be fulfilled when the seventh trumpet actually happens. John is then instructed to eat a scroll by an angel and it makes him sick. Then John is given a measuring rod and told to measure the temple, that the nations will trample Jerusalem for 3.5 years and that two witnesses will be given authority to prophesy for almost 3.5 years. Then “the beast of the pit” will be allowed to kill the two witnesses. They will remain dead for 3 and a half days and then will be resurrected and taken into heaven with their enemies watching. Then an earthquake will cause a tenth of the city to fall and 7,000 people to die. This earthquake concludes the “second woe” that the eagle mentioned in 8:13. 


-The Two Witnesses-
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-Chapter 10 Scene-
	An Angel comes down and presents John with a scroll. John then “eats” the scroll. Does he really literally eat it?

	View 1: Yes. He really literally eats it and it literally tastes like honey and literally gives him a stomach ache.
	View 2: “eat” in Greek (esthio) is used with a preposition (kata) to give the word katesthio. It means sometimes to eat literally but often to devour metaphorically or emphatically as a country at war devours another nation. Thus John simply reads the book intently getting the knowledge into him with great vigor. 
	This is a common metaphor to scripture. A prophet is given a text to “eat” (read) and he is then to go and preach it. These actions follow very closely with Ezek 2:9-3:4 and Jer 15:16-18. John read the scroll given to him and on first reading it sounded good, but once he realized the full weight of the events that would take place it made him sick to his stomach. He was then instructed to prophecy about what he had read as Ezekiel was instructed in the same manner.

-What are the 7 Thunders?-
	It’s best not to speculate. God told John not to record them, so all we can say is that they are something, we know not what. Did they/will they occur? Yes. Thankfully, this mystery will be revealed when the end of the world is very near and we will finally be reunited with God. (10:7)


-The Temple and the Nations 11:1-3-
- John measures as an act displaying God’s ownership and imminent judgment. (Ezek 40,  Zech 2) 
- The outer court is left out, and the Holy City (Jerusalem) is given over to the Gentiles for 3.5 years. 
- The two witnesses are introduced as having authority from the voice (God) and they will prophecy for 3.5 years.


-When in the Tribulation are We?-
	Many references to 3.5 year periods are coming up. Is this the first half or second half of the tribulation? Expositors differ as to which reference goes in which half. Based on Dan 9 it makes a little more sense that most of revelation takes place in the second half and so most of these references to 3.5 year periods are referring to the halfway point onward when the antichrist puts an end to sacrifice and offering. This view is questionable however, because these events with the two witnesses obviously happen between trumpets five and seven, because their resurrection and the earthquake that follows it is described as the second woe. A third option is that it is the middle 3.5 years with 1.75 years on each side. 



-Who are the Two Witnesses?-

Israel and the Church- Some suggest that these two prophets are Israel and the church. Other views similarly take these two prophets to be two groups of people. This is definitely going beyond the text. They say that Israel and the Church (or the Word of God) are the principle instruments of witness in the world and so these two witnesses must be these two groups. The text, however, describes the two witnesses enough to be sure that they are two individuals. 
Elijah and Enoch- These are suggested simply because they are the two characters in the bible who were spared death and because Heb 9:27 says, “It is appointed unto men once to die.” They surmise that these two witnesses, since they are killed at the end of their ministry, are the two Bible characters who still need to die. 
Moses and Elijah- Many are firmly convinced of this view because these two characters are largely connected with second-coming passages and most importantly, the mount of Transfiguration (Matt 17:3). Their ministries were cut short in the OT (2 Kgs 2:11-12; Num 20:12), future appearances were predicted of them (Deut 18:15, Mal 4:5). The miracles/plagues they bring are also reminiscent of plagues/miracles that these two characters are associated with (stopping rain, water to blood, fire from heaven). 
Two Unknown Tribulation Saints- Some say there is not enough in the text to say categorically who these two witnesses are. Reading the text literally, they are merely two people on the earth at that time who are given authority and power as prophets of God. 

Notes:













-Terminology-

Another mighty angel: another angel… who is mighty. Some suggest it is Jesus. This is a very weak claim because the angel swears by God, the creator in verse 10:6. 

A little scroll: Best understood as some new or special revelation. Probably not the scroll with the seals from before because no seals are mentioned and because it is described as “little.” 

Seven thunders: unknown. May be metaphorical or literal thunderclaps, but they contain revelation for John which he is instructed not to record.

A measuring rod like a staff: a branch from a plant in Jerusalem commonly used for measuring because of its light weight and strength. 

The court outside the temple: the court of the gentiles. The temple had always had a series of concentric courts that certain people were prohibited from entering as one went further in. Gentiles-women-men-priests-high priest.

1260 days: 1260 days. I know, right?

42 months: 42 months.  Seriously! Why not?

Two olive trees and lampstands: likely a reference to Zech 4 when a lampstand and two olive trees are mentioned. In this passage the olive trees provide oil for the lampstand and Zerubbabel, equating himself with the lampstand, says that it is not his own power but by the Lord’s power that he accomplishes things. The olive trees and lampstands in Rev. are symbols saying that their ministry does not rise in human ability, but in the power of God.

The Beast that rises from the Bottomless pit: Could be referring to Satan, could be referring to the beast (the Antichrist), or it could be a reference to Abaddon from 9:11… who may be the Antichrist or Satan… Whoever it is, somebody on Satan’s side kills the two witnesses. 

City symbolically called Sodom or Egypt: Two cities widely associated with licentious evil. Jerusalem will be like that near the end.

A great earthquake: an earthquake.

10th of the city fell: A tenth of Jerusalem is destroyed.

7,000 people were killed: 7,000 people were killed.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The second woe has passed: The second of three woes spoken by the eagle in 8:13. The three woes are the 5th, 6th and 7th Trumpet in the 7 trumpet judgments. This is treated as an NCPI because of its length.
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