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WEEK 3: AFTER THESE THINGS: HEAVENLY SCENE (CH 4-5)

-Summary of the Events-
This section describes what is happening in heaven just before the tribulation begins. John is taken into heaven, where he sees the throne of God. Around the throne are three sets of things: (1) 7 torches, (2) 24 elders (3) 4 creatures with odd appearances (angels). 
	The angels and the elders worship God the father on the throne. Then John hears an angel asking if anyone is worthy to open a scroll that God the Father is holding in his right hand. At first John weeps because no one is worthy, but then “a lamb” (Jesus) appears in the midst of the action and is worthy to open the scroll. Instantly a huge host of angels appears and they, the elders and the four creatures bow down and worship Jesus because he has overcome. 
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-24 Elders Views-
- Israel View: the 24 elders represent Israel, in particular their priesthood. (1 Chron 24:7-19)
- Angels View: the 24 elders are angels who are given greater responsibilities in the hierarchy of heaven
- The Church View: the 24 elders represent the raptured church, present in spirit through their 24 representatives.
-Arguments on Each View-
- Israel View:
	for: the 24 members of the priesthood fit well with Israel’s history
	against: Israel won’t be resurrected until the second resurrection after the millennial kingdom, 
and this view is the least popular throughout history.
- Angels View:
	for: the Angels are already in heaven so no stance on the rapture or resurrection needs to inform this view
	against: John differentiates angels and the 24 elders (5:11, 7:11)
		and angels are said to stand in the Lord’s presence, not sit in thrones (Lk 1:19)
- The Church View: 
	for: Elders described as wearing white and wearing crowns as church age saints are described in chapters 2 and 3. 
	and he describes them as holding the prayers of the saints (5:8) which is commonly understood as church age believers
	and the NT typically uses the word “elders” in reference to the church leadership. (Acts 15:6, 20:17, 1 Pet 5:1, 5)
	against: the number 24 seems arbitrary for the church without the historic priesthood to give it meaning. (can be countered by understanding that the church is adopted into Israel and so adopts its history as well.)

-Notes-













-Rules for Symbolic Interpretations-

1. Does the text explain a symbolic or metaphorical meaning after giving a literal one? (e.g. 4:5b “before the throne were burning seven torches of fire, which are the seven Spirits of God.”)
2. Does the text use a clear simile? (e.g. 4:7 “the first living creature like a lion,”)
3. Does the text give a plain description in the midst of a list of symbolic descriptions? (e.g. 4:7 “the first living creature like a lion, the second living creature like an ox, the third living creature with the face of a man, the fourth living creature like an eagle in flight.”)
4. Does the text use a symbol common to scripture or specific language from a prophetic text? (e.g. 5:5 “root of David”, 5:6 “a lamb, standing as though it had been slain”, the number 7, etc.)
5. Does the text give an obviously nonsensical or “wacky” description that is used obviously in other places metaphorically? (e.g. 4:8 the four simile-filled creatures are described as “full of eyes” and then Jesus, whom we know to be a man and already described metaphorically as a lamb, is described with 7 horns and 7 eyes in 5:6) 
6. Does the text use key words like “spiritually” or “a sign appeared”? (11:8, 12:1)

If the answer is yes to any of these questions, then carefully interpret a symbolic meaning. If not, stick to literal interpretations. 



-The Lamb and the Scroll with 7 Seals (Which picture is more likely?)-
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-Terminology-
Jasper, Carnelian: Precious stones. Both are a bright red color.
24 Elders: *see page 1 and 2 for views and arguments on 24 Elders
“seven torches of fire”: the text goes on to explain that these are the seven spirits of God. It’s best to understand this as a physical representation of the Holy Spirit. This is obvious from other passages in Revelation (1;4, 5:6) as well as a passage in Isa 11:2-3 which describes the “seven sprits of the Lord”, obviously attributes of the Holy Spirit. Why 7 instead of one? 7 is a perfect and holy number. (7 days of creation, days of the week, 7 continents, 7 seals trumpets and bowls, etc.) 
The Four Living Creatures: best understood as angels because of the 6 wings (reminiscent of Is 6 Seraphim) and the fact that they repeatedly worship God the Father. The problem with this view is that they distinguished from “the many angels” in 5:11. Other views are that they are physical representations of God’s attributes (omniscience, omnipresence, omnipotence, and creator) each animal bringing out different characteristics. Others suggest they are representations of Christ as revealed in the four gospels. All in all, these creatures’ meaning is unclear, but the purpose is clearly to bring Glory to God the father and God the son. 
The Scroll with 7 seals: a literal scroll with writing on it that Jesus will literally open.
The lamb: Obviously Jesus for 2 reasons. (1) described as the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David (cf Is 11:1) (2) described as a lamb (cf John 1:29) which ties in the sacrificial system of the OT and Jesus sacrifice as the lamb of God.  The 7 horns are usually taken as symbolic of his strength and power, and the text tells us that the 7 eyes are another symbol of the Holy Spirit. 
Harp and golden bowls: can be taken as literal harps and bowls with symbolic meaning, or as metaphors for prayer. 


-Application-

What have we learned about from this section?
1. The holiness of God. 
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]The power and importance of the propitiation of sins.

How should we respond?
1. Revere God. He is holy and majestic and powerful. Worship him with your every being, just as he created you to do.
2. Remember the cross. Communion: “Do this in remembrance of me.” The next time you take communion, think of what Christ will be able to do because of what he did on the cross. 
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