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WEEK 10: 5TH N-C P I: BABYLON’S FALL (CH 17-19:5)

-Summary of Events-
These chapters are an expansion of Rev 16:19b. They detail the destruction of Babylon. Babylon, a great city, is represented by a woman. She is adorned in fine jewelry, riding on a beast that sounds very similar to the first one from chapter 13, and she is extremely immoral. An angel explains the sight to John and gives him the interpretation. After this, another angel calls out with a mighty voice and details Babylon’s commercial, political, economic, and cultural destruction. This section wraps up with another scene of praise for God in his true and just judgment.  

-The Woman on Her Beast-
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-Who is the Woman Called “Babylon”?-
Jerusalem- The main argument for this view is that Babylon is called “the harlot.” They say that Jerusalem is the only city to receive this designation. (Isa 1:21, 57:8; Jer 2:2, 20, others) Other subordinate arguments like parallelisms between New Jerusalem/Babylon, Jesus/Jews, bride/harlot, as well as the title “that great city” being used in reference to Jerusalem first and Babylon later. 
Rebuttal: Other cities are called “The Harlot” in Scripture. Nineveh-Nahum 3:4. Tyre-Isa 23:17. Parallelisms don’t make prescriptions. That great city, is a descriptive phrase, not a title and it is used with the name “Babylon” far more times than with Jerusalem. 

Rome- This is the dominant view in Christendom. The main argument comes from Rev 17:9. Proponents say that the 7 mountains are the 7 Hills of Rome where Vatican City is. 
	The subordinate arguments go like this: “The Dragon who has 7 heads and 10 horns waiting to destroy the messiah at his birth (in chapter 12) must be Roman as it was the Romans who crucified Christ. That means every beast with 7 heads and 10 horns must be Rome.”
		“This is the dominant view since the middle ages! It must be right.”
		“It’s a lot easier to say it’s Rome.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Rebuttal: The text says that the 7 heads are not just seven mountains, it gives another example of what they represent. 7 kings. The are actually 7 kingdoms who have persecuted Israel throughout history. Amalgamated, they represent the extent of the anti-Christ’s empire. They are Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Media, Persia, Greece, and Rome, making a Globally “Revived Roman Empire.”

Religious System- It’s harlot imagery. Woman is often used for “Church” in the NT. It must be the Catholic Church, which is why it seems to be talking about Rome, but has heavily religious symbolism.
	Rebuttal: There are political and economic descriptions just as much as religious.
	
Babylon- *See below

-Argument for Babylon-
Literal Geographic References: All other geographic references in Revelation are literal. (Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, Laodicea, Jerusalem, River Euphrates) Sodom and Egypt are mentioned in reference to Jerusalem, but the text specifically says, “the great city that is symbolically called Sodom and Egypt.
Expansion of 16:19- This NCPI is an expansion of the 7th Bowl’s destruction of Babylon. Babylon in 16:9 would have to mean something else also. 

-Argument against Dan 5 Destruction in Prophecy-
Unfulfilled Prophecy about Babylon’s destruction: Jer 50-51 and Isa 13-14 have not been fulfilled. The events with Babylon’s only known destruction (found in Dan 5) do not line up historically.
		Zech 5:5-11 prophecies about similar events (a woman in Babylon with wings). This prophecy was made after Babylon’s destruction in Dan 5. (539 BC) 
God uses the Beast to destroy Babylon: Rev 17:16-17 clearly says that God will hand Babylon over to the beast (the anti-Christ) to destroy. This is not how it was destroyed in Dan 5.
One Hour Defeat: Rev 18:10, 17, 19 repeat that Babylon will be destroyed in 1 hour. Dan 5 does not match this timeline. 
Final destruction/Heavenly rejoicing: Rev describes no one living in Babylon after the destruction, and heavenly rejoicing that “smoke from her goes up forever and ever.” This Finality is not seen in the Medo-Persian Conquering of Babylon.



-Babylonian Empire Now and Then-
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