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WEEK 6: AFTER THESE THINGS: TRUMPET JUDGMENTS ( Ch 8-9 and 11:15-19)

-Summary of Events-
	The seven Angels blow their trumpets in succession and with each blow another judgment is passed on earth. A third of the world is destroyed in various ways. Thirds are seen falling all around. Then a fallen angel named Abaddon is given the power to unleash “locusts” on the earth to torment, but not to kill anyone who does not have “the seal of God on their forehead.” Then the sixth trumpet unleashes mounted troops that kill a third of the remaining world population. The remaining people on earth don’t repent of their idol worship. The final trumpet turns the focus back to heaven where the 24 elders extoll God’s goodness and power and wrath, and the action closes with lightning, thunder, an earthquake and hail. 

-The Seven Trumpet Judgments-
1. 1/3 Vegetation Destroyed

2. 1/3 Sea Life Destroyed

3. 1/3 Fresh Water Destroyed

4. 1/3 Luminaries Destroyed

5. Abaddon and the Locusts

6. Army East of Euphrates
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7. Heavenly Scene

-Abaddon’s Locusts?-
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-Terminology-
“A Star fallen from heaven”: Either a man, or a demon given authority to unleash the terror within the bottomless pit. Some say it is Satan himself, some say an unknown angel, some say it is the Antichrist, some even say it’s the pope! 

“shaft of the bottomless pit”: Unclear. Some scholars say it is a holding cell for more terrible demons than those currently free to tempt humans, others say it is just something like a cave or even a manufacturing plant that builds machines of war like helicopters. 

locusts: Definitely not your average cricket. Some think John is seeing helicopters and trying to describe them. This is a very popular view. While I don’t have a major problem with that, it is dangerous to ascribe any current technology with revelation descriptions, because technology is always changing. They are described with 8 similes likening them to different animals in 9:7-11. Some merely say that they are hordes of demons and John is describing their bodies. The method of these demons manifestation is questioned also: physical bodies, spiritual bodies, possession of humans? The questions abound.

Abaddon: Some suggest he is the “star fallen from heaven” or Satan in 9:1, others suggest he was let out of the shaft with the locusts to command them and is a high-ranking subordinate of Satan. It is also suggested that this is the same character who is known colloquially as the Antichrist, who is the first beast and goes by many other names. Regardless of which is true, he is clearly an entity of some power who commands the locusts and tortures the unrighteous to the point of wishing for death.

“Seal of God on their Foreheads”: the 144,000 Jews who came to faith in chapter 7.

Four bound angels: Again, most literal scholars say that these are four literal fallen angels who have been kept in waiting for a specific time when God would release them to wreak havoc on earth. Others think that they are four imprisoned Chinese rulers who are released to lead military victories over the earth. The literal interpretation is safer in this instance because of the lack of descriptive language by comparison to that of the locusts. (2 vs 8) The only similes used describe the horses that these evil angels ride, not the angels themselves, so at the very least, demon possessed humans riding some sort of vehicle is as non-literal as this passage should be taken. They kill a third of the remaining humans. 

“The horses in my vision”: These horses get compared to everything from robots, to demons, to tanks, without any clear conclusions. It is best to leave room in interpretation and say only that, whatever they are, by them a third of remaining humans are killed. 
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