WEEK 4: Chapter 3 Intent at the Threshing Floor

Author: Unknown
Purpose: (1) A Call to responsible living in a time of irresponsible behavior, (2) To extol the sovereignty and power of YHWH. 
Messages: (1) The possibility of redemption, (2) The introduction of a King, (3) The faith of Ruth, (4) Love (both romantic and platonic) 

Study of Ruth - Outline
1. Intro and 1:1-1:7 Family Gentiles
2. 1:8-1:22 Bitter and Sweet
3. Chapter 2 Gleaning the Meaning
4. Chapter 3 Intent at the Threshing Floor: The Debate
5. Chapter 4 And They All Lived…


Historical Context: 
- Period of the Judges (Between 1290 and 1115 BC) 
- The Mosaic Law discouraged intermarriage (Ex 34:12-16) but did not prohibit it.
- Moabites are descendants of Lot (Gen 19:30-38) and Moabites were to be excluded from the congregation of Israel (Deut 23:3-6)

Chapter Context:
- Levirate Marriage Law (Deut 25:5-10) i.e. “Close relatives of deceased men are responsible for carrying on the family name with their dead relative’s wife.”
- Redemption of Sojourners Law (Lev 25:47-55) i.e. “It is good to buy people out of poverty and slavery, and is a requirement for relatives to try to do so.”

3:1-5  Naomi’s Intent/Instructions





3:6-9  Ruth’s Intent/Instructions







3:10-13 Boaz’s Intent/Instructions







[bookmark: _GoBack]3:14-18 Instructions Followed
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