Customary MisConceptions Concerning the Christmas Chronicle 
and Correcting Common Context Corrigenda    - Lesson Worksheet

The Pertinent Texts: Luke 1:26-1:56; 2:1-2:40; Matthew 1:18-2:23

Questions:
1. In what year was Jesus born?
2. How long after Elizabeth gave birth did Mary give birth?
3. Who went to Bethlehem?
4. About how long did the trip to Bethlehem take?
5. How long were Mary and Joseph in Bethlehem before Mary gave birth?
6. Where did Mary give birth?
7. What did the multitude of angels say to the shepherds?
8. How did the shepherds find Mary and Joseph?
9. Did the shepherds keep the birth a secret?
10. Were the wise men kings?
11. How many wise men were there?
12. Where did the wise men come from?
13. When did the wise men see Jesus?
14. Where did the wise men find Jesus?
15. How long were Mary and Joseph in Bethlehem?
16. Where did Mary and Joseph go when leaving Bethlehem?
The Context: 
- Herod’s reign: 37BC-4BC
	- King of Judea, named so by Roman senate in 40BC
	- He’s a descendant of Esau, not Jacob
- Caesar Augustus’ reign: 27[or 31]BC-14AD
	- Aka Octavian. Restored order to Roman Empire and ended roman civil war.
- ****Map of Israel with Bethlehem and Nazareth marked*


The Story:
1. The Year of the Birth:
a. During reign of Caesar Augustus (27[or 31]BC-14AD)
b. During the reign of Herod the Great (37BC-4BC)
c. Quirinis is governor? (6-7AD) [First=before]
d. Since Herod has to be alive, and it probably happened about 2 years before his death (he orders the death of two-year-olds), the best date is 6-5BC. 

2. The Month of the Birth:
a. In the 6th month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy Mary gets visited and makes the visit to Elizabeth… but is she pregnant yet?
b. All the possible month dating comes from the assumption that Mary is pregnant when she visits Elizabeth. There is actually no way to know what month Mary conceives or gives birth in.
c. For clear arguments on the two most likely dates (early October or late December) read this article. It explains the two sides extremely well. http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Articles/Christmas/christmas.html

3. Journey to Bethlehem:
a. Joseph’s entire family went to register… not just Joseph. They probably traveled in a caravan, and Mary probably went because they knew she would give birth soon, that the baby was the messiah, and that the Messiah was supposed to be born in Bethlehem. (Micah 5:2)
b. Nazareth is about 70 miles from Bethlehem, 90 miles on the most likely route.
c. Caravans travel about 15 miles per day on average. 
d. After doing the math, we figure it took at least 2 or three days, probably 5 or 6. 

4. The birth in Bethlehem:
a. How long after they arrived did it happen? We don’t know, but they probably weren’t rolling into town.
b. The text just says, “While they were there.”
c. They likely spent a few weeks or months in Bethlehem prior to the birth.
d. We don’t know where Mary gave birth. Was it in a cave? Unknown. All we know is “she laid him in a manger because there was no room for them in the inn.” 
i. Logically it makes sense that they were taking shelter in a stable where a manger would be, but this is not completely clear. Perhaps Luke is saying that there was no where in the Inn to keep and care for a baby (like a room with a crib).

5. The Shepherds:
a. They are in Luke, and not mentioned in Matthew.
b. They saw an angel, but never a star.
c. The multitude said, “Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased.” Not, “and on earth: peace and good will to men.” An subtle but distinct difference.
d. The shepherds told people and, “all who heard it wondered.” (Lk 2:18) This wasn’t a hushed up incident. 

6. The Wise Men:
a. They are in Matthew, and not mentioned in Luke.
b. “Magi” is a term for a specific caste of advisors who are primarily stargazers and astrologers. Daniel was one in Babylon
c. Came from the East. Likely a reference to Babylon.
d. Likely had access to some of the Hebrew scriptures because of the exile, which is why they were looking for the messiah at all.
e. Came long enough after the birth that Mary and Joseph were living in a “house” (Mt 2:11) and saw the “child” (not “baby” or “infant”. Very different words in Greek)
f. They came to Jerusalem and met with Herod first, not straight to Bethlehem.
g. They were warned in a dream not to return to Herod, and went back east in a different way than they came

7. Herod:
a. Realized the Magi weren’t coming back and ordered the death of 2 yr olds and younger.
b. Decided on this age, “According to the time which he had determined from the Magi.” Indicating that Jesus is probably a little less than 2 at this point.
c. Died shortly after this slaughter in 4BC due to multiple sicknesses. 

8. Flight to Egypt
a. Joseph took his family to Egypt to avoid Herod’s slaughter
b. He returns to Nazareth, because of Archelaus 
c. This flight accomplishes many things prophetically:
i. Prophecy about Messiah being called “out of Egypt” (Hos 11:1)
ii. He would still be called a Nazarene
iii. He was still born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2)
d. It seems to contradict Lk 2:39, but actually confirms it, because of the above filled prophecies. 

9. [bookmark: _GoBack]Timeline of events:
a. Joseph’s family goes to Bethlehem. (6 BC)
b. Jesus is born (6-5 BC)
c. Shepherds visit (same night)
d. Magi visit (5 BC)
e. Joseph, Mary, and Jesus flee to Egypt (directly after Magi visit)
f. Herod slaughters 2 yr olds (late 5 early 4BC)
g. Herod dies (March 4BC)
h. Joseph and family return to Nazareth from Egypt (early-mid 4BC) 
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