The Hymn “My Redeemer” and the Author Philip Bliss
Philip P. Bliss was born in Clearfield County, Pennsylvania in a log cabin. His father was Mr. Isaac Bliss, who taught the family to pray daily. Isaac loved music and allowed Philip to develop his passion for singing. When he was a boy, Bliss’s family moved to Kinsman, Ohio in 1844, and then returned to Pennsylvania in 1847, settling first in Espeyville, Crawford County, and a year later in Tioga County. Bliss had little formal education and was taught by his mother, from the Bible. At age 10, while selling vegetables to help support the family, Bliss first heard a piano. At age 11, he left home to make his own living. He worked in timber camps and sawmills. While working, he irregularly went to school to further his education. In 1858 at age 19, in Rome, Pennsylvaina, Bliss met Lucy J. Young, whom he married on June 1, 1859. She came from a musical family and encouraged the development of his talent. She was a Presbyterian, and Bliss joined her Church.
He earned a living as a music teacher, performer, and writer. In 1869, Bliss formed an association with Dwight L. Moody. Moody and others urged him to give up his job and become a missionary singer. In 1874, Bliss decided he was called to the task of “winning souls”. He then became a full-time evangelist. Bliss made significant amounts of money from royalties and gave them to charity and to support his evangelical endeavors. Bliss wrote the gospel song "Hold the Fort" after hearing Major Daniel Webster Whittle narrate an experience in the American Civil War, and after forming a closer relationship with Whittle, became the music leader in his evangelistic campaigns. 
A shocking train accident caused the untimely death of Philip Bliss. when he was only thirty-eight years of age. He had visited his old childhood home in Rome, Pennsylvania, at Christmas time in 1876, and was returning to Chicago in company with his wife when a railroad bridge near Ashtabula, Ohio collapsed. The train plunged into a ravine, sixty feet below, where it caught fire, and one hundred passengers perished miserably. Bliss survived the fall and escaped through a window. However, he returned to the wreckage in an attempt to rescue his wife and in so doing perished with her in the fire. 
This hymn’s text by Bliss was found in his trunk which had escaped damage in the accident. It is believed to be the last hymn he wrote. The tune was composed by James McGranahan shortly after Bliss’s death, while McGranahan was in Chicago considering Major Whittle’s invitation to replace Bliss as Whittle’s song leader in his future evangelistic endeavors. The hymn had a great spiritual impact when it was first introduced to a large tabernacle audience in Chicago as Major Whittle related how the text had been found among Bliss’s belongings. He told how James McGranahan had composed the music for this text and how this musician would now continue the work begun by Bliss. 
Other hymns by Bliss include “Hold the Fort,” “I Gave my Life for Thee,” “Let the Lower Lights Be Burning,” “Dare to be a Daniel,” and the tune to Horatio Spafford’s most well-known hymn “It is Well.” 
***Copied Largely from 101 Hymn Stories by Kenneth Osbeck and from Wikipedia


