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The Major and Minor Prophets is a collection of books within the Christian Old Testament compiled from
the writings of notable ancient Hebrew authors known as prophets. This section of the Christian Bible follows the section of the Jewish
Bible known as the Latter Prophets which features a nearly identical list of books with the exception of Daniel and Lamentations (these
two books are found in a different section of the Jewish Bible). The Latter Prophets, together with the Former Prophets (Joshua, Judges,
Samuel & Kings), form the division of the Jewish Bible called the Nevi'im (Prophets). Prophets are distinct from other Biblical authors in
that their writings center around oracles, laments, visions, proclamations, and warnings that have less emphasis on narrative or
chronology and more emphasis on God's direct message to his people. Promises of hope, judgment of sin, future restoration, God's
sovereignty, and the end of days are all common themes found in prophetic literature. In their day a prophet was a highly respected
religious figure who acted as the mouthpiece of God to the Tribes of Israel and neighboring countries. A prophet was a frequent visitor
to both the courts of kings and to the streets of villagers.
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Following the reign of Solomon the nation of israel divided |
into two kingdoms. The Northern Kingdom retained the
name Israel and made Samaria the capital. The Southern
Kingdom came to be be known as Judah and possessed the
city of Jerusalem as its capital. Because the temple remained
in Jerusalem the majority of the prophets centered their
ministry in Judah.
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When did they prophesy?

The books of the prophets cover a time span from about 800
BC to about 400 BC. In 586 BC the Babylonians completed the
conquest of Israel and Judah that started in 597 BC and led
the captive Israelites away to Babylon. After almost 60 years
in captivity the Jews were released by the Persian King,
Cyrus, to return to their homeland and rebuild Jerusalem.
Many of the prophets provide very specific dates for their
years of active ministry by mentioning contemporary rulers.
Others are more difficult to pinpoint, but clues can often be
found in their subject matter.

Timeline

All dates approximate
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Jonah Handout
Introductory Issues:

· Author: Jonah? (v1)  
· Jonah = “Dove”
· Date: approx 765 BC 
    (end of Jeroboam II’s Reign)

· Audience: Israel 
· Purpose/Message: A call to Israel to repent of their wickedness to avoid coming judgment. 
Background:

· Jeroboam II’s reign in Israel
· Most prosperous materially since Solomon
· Hosea and Amos ministering in Israel at this time
· Rampant idolatry mixed with self-reliance
· Similarities between Jonah, Hosea, Amos
· ministering under same king (Jeroboam II)
· all instructed to “go” and perform specific tasks (Hos 1:2; Am 7:15; Jon 1:2)
· Hosea characterizes Israel as a yonah twice (Hos 7:11; 11:11)
I. Jonah Flees God (Ch 1)
· “Their wickedness has come up before me” (v2)
· “wickedness” - raah  “calamity” “destruction” “wickedness”
· “The sailors became afraid and every man cried to his god” (v5)
· “Let us cast lots so that we may learn on who’s account this raah has come upon us” (v7)
· “Then they called on YHWH” (14)
· “For you YHWH have done as you pleased” (v14)
II. Jonah Pray to God (Ch 2)
· “I cried for help from the depth of sheol” (v2)
· “And I said, ’I am driven from your sight. Yet I will again look to your Holy Temple”  (v4)
· “Water surrounded me to my throat… weeds surrounded me... I descended to the root of the mountain...” (v5-6)
· “But you have brought my life up from the pit” (v6)
· “Those who regard vain idols foresake their mercy” (v8)
III. Jonah “Obeys” God (Ch 3)
· “Yet forty days and Nineveh will be overthrown” (v4)
· “Who knows? God may relent and turn from his fierce anger so that we will not perish” (v9)
· “God relented of the raah that he had said he would do, and he did not do it.” (v10)
IV. Jonah Refuses God (Ch 4)
· “But it raah’ed Jonah and he became angry” (v1)
· “For I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in mercy (hesed) and relenting from raah.” (v2)
· “Therefore now YHWH, take my life from me for it is better for me to die than to live.” (v3)
· “Do you do well to be angry?” (v4)
· “Now the YHWH Elohim appointed a plant and made it come up over Jonah… so Jonah was exceedingly glad because of the plant.” (v6)
· “But when dawn came Elohim appointed a worm that attacked the plant so that it withered.” (v7)
· “God appointed a scorching east wind” (v8)
· “He asked that he might die and said “It is better for me to die than to live” (v8)
· “But Elohim said to Jonah, ‘Do you well to be angry for the plant?’ and he said, “Yes I do well to be angry, angry enough to die.” (v9)
· “You pity the plant, for which you did not labor, nor did you make it grow, which came into being in a night and perished in a night. And should I not pity Nineveh…?” (v10-11)
