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The Major and Minor Prophets is a collection of books within the Christian Old Testament compiled from
the writings of notable ancient Hebrew authors known as prophets. This section of the Christian Bible follows the section of the Jewish
Bible known as the Latter Prophets which features a nearly identical list of books with the exception of Daniel and Lamentations (these
two books are found in a different section of the Jewish Bible). The Latter Prophets, together with the Former Prophets (Joshua, Judges,
Samuel & Kings), form the division of the Jewish Bible called the Nevi'im (Prophets). Prophets are distinct from other Biblical authors in
that their writings center around oracles, laments, visions, proclamations, and warnings that have less emphasis on narrative or
chronology and more emphasis on God's direct message to his people. Promises of hope, judgment of sin, future restoration, God's
sovereignty, and the end of days are all common themes found in prophetic literature. In their day a prophet was a highly respected
religious figure who acted as the mouthpiece of God to the Tribes of Israel and neighboring countries. A prophet was a frequent visitor
to both the courts of kings and to the streets of villagers.
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Following the reign of Solomon the nation of israel divided |
into two kingdoms. The Northern Kingdom retained the
name Israel and made Samaria the capital. The Southern
Kingdom came to be be known as Judah and possessed the
city of Jerusalem as its capital. Because the temple remained
in Jerusalem the majority of the prophets centered their
ministry in Judah.
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When did they prophesy?

The books of the prophets cover a time span from about 800
BC to about 400 BC. In 586 BC the Babylonians completed the
conquest of Israel and Judah that started in 597 BC and led
the captive Israelites away to Babylon. After almost 60 years
in captivity the Jews were released by the Persian King,
Cyrus, to return to their homeland and rebuild Jerusalem.
Many of the prophets provide very specific dates for their
years of active ministry by mentioning contemporary rulers.
Others are more difficult to pinpoint, but clues can often be
found in their subject matter.

Timeline

All dates approximate
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Obadiah Handout
Introductory Issues:
· Author: Obadiah (v1)
· Theophoric name “servant of Yahweh”
· common name in OT 
· 1 Kings 18:3-6?
· Date: approx 845 BC (Reign of Jehoram)
· Audience: Edom (v1)
· Purpose/Message: To contrast the eternal states of 
Judah and Edom, and pronounce judgment on those 
who oppose the Lord. 
Background:

· 2 Kings 8:16-22, 2 Chronicles 21
· Jehoram (Son of Good King Jehosaphat)
· King at 32, reigns 8 years
· Kills all his younger brothers, married 
to Athaliah (Ahab’s daughter)
· “Walks in the ways of the kings of Israel” (2 Chron 21:6)
· warred with Edom, but did not subdue them 
· Allowed Philistines and Arabs to ransack Jerusalem (2 Chron 21:16-17)
· Had Ahaziah (his youngest son) when he was 18
· died by a prophecy of Elijah, intestinal sickness
· History of Edom
· Descendants of Esau (Isaac’s first-born son)
· “Edom” means “Red” Famous for their geographic region with red-colored sand, and their pater’s red hair
· Warred with Israel and Judah repeatedly (Num 20:14-21; 1 Sam 14:47; 2 Sam 8:14; 1 Kings 11:14; 2 Chron 21:8-10)
I. Edom’s Doom (1-14)
A. The coming destruction (1-9)
· “I will make you small among the nations” (v2)

· “The pride of your heart deceives you” (v3)
· “Will I not on that day destroy the wise men out of Edom and understanding out of Mount Esau?” (v8)
B. The sins that brought it (10-14)
· “Because of the violence you have done to your brother Jacob…” (v10)
· “On the day that you stood aloof... and strangers carried off his wealth...” (v11)
· What day is being described? (cf. 2 Chron 21:16-17)
· Do not gloat/rejoice/loot... (v12-14)
II. The Day of the Lord (15-21)
A. Judgment on the nations (15-16)
· “The Day of the Lord is coming on all the nations, as you have done it will be done to you” (v15)
· “Just as you drank on the holy mountain, all the nations will drink continually…” (v16)
· What is meant by this metaphor/pun?
B. Restoration of Israel (17-21)

· “But on Mount Zion there will be those who escape and it will be Holy.” (v17)
· Jacob a fire… Esau a stubble? (v18)
· What all does he promise will happen in vs. 19-21?
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· Have those things happened? 
· What period of time is being described? 
