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The Major and Minor Prophets is a collection of books within the Christian Old Testament compiled from
the writings of notable ancient Hebrew authors known as prophets. This section of the Christian Bible follows the section of the Jewish
Bible known as the Latter Prophets which features a nearly identical list of books with the exception of Daniel and Lamentations (these
two books are found in a different section of the Jewish Bible). The Latter Prophets, together with the Former Prophets (Joshua, Judges,
Samuel & Kings), form the division of the Jewish Bible called the Nevi'im (Prophets). Prophets are distinct from other Biblical authors in
that their writings center around oracles, laments, visions, proclamations, and warnings that have less emphasis on narrative or
chronology and more emphasis on God's direct message to his people. Promises of hope, judgment of sin, future restoration, God's
sovereignty, and the end of days are all common themes found in prophetic literature. In their day a prophet was a highly respected
religious figure who acted as the mouthpiece of God to the Tribes of Israel and neighboring countries. A prophet was a frequent visitor
to both the courts of kings and to the streets of villagers.

b1t

is noteworthy for being the most quoted | @r'@m11a 1 was heavily persecuted for his ~ prophesied during Israel's captivi 1227112 was taken captive to Babylon ata
of the prophets n the New Testament. Many prophesies during the Babylonian Siege. He often Babylon. is g i
ici p dlay God such as the Visic favor prophetic
events in the life of Christ such as the virgin birth  (Jeremiah 18:1-7) . i istant future. On one
(saiah 7:14). His writi a ime  people. K i heisal aspect of i i i into a den of lions for
and a wide variety of topics. believed i y i g
b d
©
 waschosenbyGodto ied during a ti Amos Obadiah i f  Micahin without
p peopl the er of fig trees by trade, in the ly21  th i in orderto
Israel. His wi ithful, but of im to bring a verses. i ? d to set the
just il topped locust. ims thi P to of j i fter going destitution and captivity that was
Toving her and always looked for  si to lIsraelan aiding th tray. Hi tellthe  coming. Thi
her whenever she left him. the Day of the Lord. nations. siege against Jerusalem. people of bylsaiah 20:2:3).

their wrongdoings.

\

Nahum "5 p | containsa Zechariah -7 . isareformerwho
destruction of Nineveh the great I i y it stern jud dis d i i the directs his
capital of th i i hy f Judah, and hq pl for i those who
idently introduced i itting i the Lord. 9! i i i he
by Jonah did i i inthe land. fi 4 the temple live t d  Lord. Malachi is the last book
the temple worship leaders. yetbeen the  before the New Testament.
passages are Messianic in nature.

Major or Minor? the designation of ajor or Minor prophet s not

i by th t f a prophet's ministry, i by the amount of 3 .
surviving writings. Comparison by number of words in the 1611 King James Bible Major Prophets Minor Prophets

P

?

H
Following the reign of Solomon the nation of israel divided |
into two kingdoms. The Northern Kingdom retained the
name Israel and made Samaria the capital. The Southern
Kingdom came to be be known as Judah and possessed the
city of Jerusalem as its capital. Because the temple remained
in Jerusalem the majority of the prophets centered their
ministry in Judah.
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When did they prophesy?

The books of the prophets cover a time span from about 800
BC to about 400 BC. In 586 BC the Babylonians completed the
conquest of Israel and Judah that started in 597 BC and led
the captive Israelites away to Babylon. After almost 60 years
in captivity the Jews were released by the Persian King,
Cyrus, to return to their homeland and rebuild Jerusalem.
Many of the prophets provide very specific dates for their
years of active ministry by mentioning contemporary rulers.
Others are more difficult to pinpoint, but clues can often be
found in their subject matter.

Timeline

All dates approximate
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Habakkuk Handout
Introductory Issues

Authorship

· Habakkuk (1:1) meaning “embrace”

· The poetic/musician prophet (3:19)

Date

· 7th century

· Likely in reign of Josiah (about 630BC) 
Message

· God is sovereign and just, even when it feels 
like he is absent and allowing evil to reign. God 
will resurrect those who have faith in Him. 

Key Verse

· 2:4 “The righteous will live by faith.”

Background
· Kings of Judah (2 Kings 2-22; 2 Chron 33-34)

· Manasseh: (696-642 BC)

· Manasseh succeeds Hezekiah and does evil in the sight of the lord (Probably most evil king of Judah)

· rebuilds all temples and high-places to Baal, consults spiritists and mediums, sacrificed his son to pagan gods

· Deported to Babylon by Ashurbanipal 647BC. “on hooks and bound with bronze” 

· in Babylon, repented, and God returned him to Jerusalem. 

· Tore down his idols and places of worship and died in God’s favor

· Amon: (642-640 BC)

· succeeds his father Manasseh and reverses his repentance.

· establishes high places of idolatry

· assassinated by his servants who were executed by the people

· Josiah: (640-609 BC)

· Good king, though reforms didn’t begin until 12th year of reign. 
· Babylon

· During Habakkuk’s time Babylon is a Vassal of Assyria and the Chaldeans exist as a tribal group within other nations

· Nabopolassar leads Babylonian revolt and gains Babylonian independence (627-616 BC)

· Fall of Nineveh (612 BC) by both Medians and Babylonians

· Nebuchadnezzar Finishes Assyria Overthrow at Meggido & 1st Deportation Occurs (605 BC)

· Subjugation and Second Deportation (596 BC) 

· Destruction of Temple & Final Deportation (586 BC)

Text
I. Habakkuk’s Plea for Justice (1:1-4)
· “Oracle” (v1)

· A pronouncement from God. A message communicating direct revelation usually concerning blessing or judgment on a nation. 
· How long will you wait to judge the wicked? (v2-4)
· “Why do you make me see iniquity?” (v3)

· “the law is ignored” (v4)

· “the wicked surround the righteous” (v4)

II. God’s First Answer Promising Justice (1:5-11)
· Question: How long? Answer: Not long. (v5)

· “I am doing something in your days” (v5)
· I am raising up the Chaldeans (v6-11)
· Chaldeans – Ancient name for Babylon area peoples

· “Fierce and impetuous nation” (v6)

· “It’s justice and authority proceeds from itself.” (v7)

· Powerful cavalry (v8)

· A swift conquering nation (v9-11a)

· “But it will be held guilty, whose might is its god.” (v11b)

III. Habakkuk’s Response to God’s Answer (1:12-2:1)
· Far be it from you to do this, God! (1:12-13a)

· “Are you not from everlasting?” (v12)

· “Your eyes are too pure to approve evil” (v13)
· Will the idolatrous/wicked persevere and Will the righteous be destroyed with the wicked? (1:13b-17)
· “Why do you look with favor on those who deal treacherously?” (v13)

· “he offers sacrifices to his net... Is he then to keep on emptying his net and mercilessly killing nations forever?” (v16-17)
· …Well? (2:1)
IV. God’s Resolute Judgement (2:2-20)
· The vision should be clear and convicting (2:2-5)
· “inscribe it on tablets that the one who reads it may run” (v2)
· “It hastens toward the goal and it will not fail”(v3)
· “See, as for the proud, His soul is not right within him; but the righteous will live by his faith.” (v4)
· The Righteous Shall Live By Faith:

· What is the sense?
1) Righteous people will go about their day in a state of faith.

2) Righteous people will be resurrected because of their faith.

3) Righteous people will be spared when the Chaldeans come because of their faith.
· What are the citations?
· Romans 1:17
· Hebrews 10:38
· Galatians 3:11

· Five Woe Pronouncements (2:6-20)
· Woe to the Debtor (v6-8)

· Woe to the Covetous (v9-11)

· Woe to the Conquerors (v12-14)

· Woe to the Licentious (v15-17)

· Woe to the Idolatrous (v18-20)
· Who is speaking these woes? (cf. v5-6) 

V. Habakkuk’s Resolute Faith (3:1-19)

· I’m afraid but I trust You. (v2-3)
· “I heard the report about You and I fear.” (v2)

· “In wrath remember mercy.” (v2)
· Your powerful wrath has been shown before. (v4-15)
· I’m afraid, but I trust You. (v16-19)
· “I tremble” (v16)

· “I must wait quietly for the day of distress” (v16)
· “though _________ … yet I will exult in the Lord.” (v17-18)

