“Christ Arose” by Robert Lowry

Robert Lowry has provided us with many of the most venerable nineteenth-century texts and tunes from the United States. The Philadelphia-born author and composer of this hymn was a popular Baptist preacher and educator who served churches in Pennsylvania, New York City, Brooklyn, and Plainfield, New Jersey. He became known for his gospel songs while ministering in Brooklyn, collaborating often with William H. Doane in producing some of the most popular Sunday school song collections of his day.

Among his most famous gospel compositions are “Nothing but the Blood” and “Shall We Gather at the River.” He also composed tunes for other’s texts, such as “Marching to Zion,” a camp meeting version of Isaac Watts’ text, “Come, We that Love the Lord,” and “Need,” a tune for Annie Hawks’ hymn, “I Need Thee Every Hour.”
When asked about his method of song writing he answered, “I have no set method. Sometimes the music comes and the words follow… I watch my moods, and when anything strikes me, whether words or music, no matter where I am, at home or on the street, I jot it down… My brain is sort of a spinning machine, for there is music running through it all the time. The tunes of nearly all the hymns I have written have been completed on paper, before I tried them on the organ. Frequently, the words of the hymn and the music have been written at the same time.”

And so it was with “Christ Arose.” During the Easter season of 1874, while having his devotions one evening, Robert Lowry was impressed with the events associated with Christ’s resurrection, especially with these words recorded n Luke 24:6-8: “He is not here, but is risen; remember how he spoke unto you when He was in Galilee, saying , ‘The son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified, and the third day rise again.’ And they remembered his words.”

Soon Robert Lowry found himself seated at the little pump organ in the parlor of his home, and, in a very spontaneous fashion, there came forth the music and the words, giving expression to the thoughts that had been uppermost in his mind. This hymn was first published, in 1875, in the collection, Brightest and Best, edited by William H. Doane and Robert Lowry. 
This hymn’s verses and refrain depict a vivid contrast between the moods of death and resurrection. Though not indicated on the page, the verses should be sung deliberately, then a vigorous tempo should be employed for the refrain. 

Lowry was recognized as a most capable minister of the gospel, possessing keen insight and administrative ability. He became known as a thorough Bible scholar and a brilliant and captivating orator; few preachers of his day had greater ability to paint word pictures and to inspire a congregation. Music and a knowledge of hymnology were his favorite studies, but always as an avocation.
*Taken largely from https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/


