“I Stand Amazed in the Presence” by Charles Gabriel


Charles Hutchinson Gabriel born on August 18, 1856 was a writer of gospel songs and composer of gospel tunes. He is said to have written and/or composed between 7,000 and 8,000 songs, many of which are available in 21st century hymnals. He used several pseudonyms, including Charlotte G. Homer, H. A. Henry, and S. B. Jackson, making it often difficult to know the precise number of songs he wrote.

Gabriel grew up on an Iowa farm. He learned music by playing the reed organ in his home. Gabriel's musical activities ranged from teaching in the singing schools that were so popular in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, to authoring texts, composing songs, anthems, and cantatas, and editing song collections. 

Though self-trained, he started leading singing school educational events as a teenager. He worked with Grace Episcopal Methodist Church in San Francisco from 1890-1892, and then moved to Chicago where he worked for Homer Rodeheaver’s publishing firm.

The words and music of "I Stand Amazed" first appeared in E. O. Excell’s collection, Praises 1905. The Rev. Carlton R. Young, editor of The United Methodist Hymnal, notes: "This song of gratitude and praise for the atoning death of Jesus is a personal and Adventist interpretation of Luke's account of Jesus' sweating blood in the Garden of Gethsemane, a portion of the passion narrative not included in the other Gospels."

Stanza two of "I Stand Amazed in the Presence," in particular, recreates this scene:

For me it was in the garden

he prayed, "Not my will, but thine,"

He had no tears for his own griefs,

but sweat-drops of blood for mine.

The song continues to be reworked for more recent song styles. Contemporary Christian artist Chris Tomlin has a popular version of "I Stand Amazed." 

Gabriel is credited with writing tunes for many other texts' writers such as Civila Martin's "His Eye Is On the Sparrow." 
Gabriel was married twice, first to Fannie Woodhouse, which ended in divorce, and later to Amelia Moore. One child was born to each marriage.

He died in Hollywood, California. Before his death, Gabriel wrote an autobiography titled Sixty Years of Gospel Song. He was inducted into the Gospel Music Hall of Fame in 1982.

*taken largely from https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-i-stand-amazed-in-the-presence and  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_H._Gabriel

