“Jesus Paid it All” by Elvina Hall


This hymn, often used for communion services, speaks pointedly about the truth of the certainty of our personal relationship with God. The text was written by a lay woman named Elvina Hall. She wrote these words one Sunday morning, in 1865, while seated in the choir loft of the Monument Street Methodist Church of Baltimore, Maryland, supposedly listening to the sermon by her pastor, the Reverend George Schrick. During the course of the message, she began scribbling the words of the poem on the flyleaf of her church hymnal. 
Not much is known about the circumstances of the writing beyond these facts. However, it is speculated that Reverend Schrick, after learning that the woman had written a poem about God’s grace and forgiveness through the cross, encouraged her in using her gifts of lyricism to better glorify God, instead of chiding her for her distractibility.
Mrs. Elvina Mable Hall, was born on June 4, 1820, in Alexandria Virginia. Elvina was 45 at that time of writing. She was married first to Richard Hall and then after his death, to a Methodist minister, Thomas Meyers. She died in 1899. 

John T Grape, composer of the tune, was a successful coal merchant in Baltimore, who, as he once said, “dabbled in music for my own amusement.” For many years he was an active lay-worker in the Monument Street church, working in the Sunday school as well as serving as the organist-choir director. It is said that he had given the reverend Schrick this exact tune, after having composed it, in the hopes that the reverend would find suitable lyrics to go with them. The reverend then put the poem of Mrs. Hall and the tune of Mr. Grape together to form the now classic of Christian hymnody. 
The hymn in its present form first appeared in Philip Bliss’s Gospel Song Book Collection, and from that time to the present it has enjoyed wide use in evangelical churches everywhere. 

Today, we marvel at the workings of God on our behalf. An obscure woman scribbles a poem on the flyleaf of her hymnal, an amateur church musician unknowingly creates a matching tune, an unknown pastor provides encouragement, and another hymn is born, that has since found an important place in our church music’s history and in turn has ministered spiritual challenge and blessing to countless numbers of people for more than a century. 

*taken largely from 101 More Hymn Stories by Kenneth Osbeck


