COMMON FIGURES OF SPEECH


1. Simile.  A simile is a comparison in which one thing explicitly (by using like or as) resembles another.  That is, “a stated comparison.”  “They are like chaff.”
2. Metaphor.  A comparison in which one thing is, acts like, or represents another (in which the two are basically unalike).  That is, “an implied comparison.”  For example, “The Lord is my rock.” Psalm 18:2
3. Metonymy.  The substituting of one word for another.  Zuck identifies three different types of metonymy in Scripture.  The words or objects are associated, “The fool is right in his own eyes.” Also, “You cannot drink the cup of the Lord.”  The cause is substituted for the effect, “Let’s attack him with our tongues.”  The effect is substituted for the cause, “I love you, O Lord, my strength.”
4. Synecdoche.  The substituting of the part of something for the whole or the whole for the part of it.  “The Lord loves the gates of Zion more than all the other dwellings of Jacob.” (Gates represent the whole city of Jerusalem)

5. Personification.  Ascribing human characteristics or actions to inanimate objects or ideas or to animals. “The mountains and the hills will break forth with joy before you.”  “The trees will clap their hands.”
6. Apostrophe.  The direct address of a thing (object) as if it were a person.  “Awake, O sword, against My Shepherd.”  
7. Hyperbole.  The conscious exaggeration for heightened effect.  “The cities are large and fortified to heaven.”
8. Euphemism.  The substitution of a mild or inoffensive expression for an offensive or personal one.  “…about those who are asleep.” 1 Thess. 4:13
9. Irony.  Ridicule expressed indirectly in the form of a compliment.  (Sarcasm is almost synonymous with irony, but is generally more sharp and caustic.)  “Truly then you are the people, and with you wisdom will die.”  Job 12:2

10. Anthropomorphism.  Ascribing human characteristics or actions to God.  “When I consider the heavens, the work of Thy fingers,”  Psalm 8:3  “For the eyes of the Lord move to and fro throughout the earth…” 2 Chr. 16:9

11. Anthropopathism.  Ascribing human emotions to God.  “I am very jealous for Zion.” Zech. 8:1

12. Zoomorphism.  Ascribing animal characteristics to God.  “He will cover you with His feathers, and under His wings you will find refuge.”  Psalm 91:4
13. Paradox.  An expression that is seemingly absurd or contrary to normal opinion.  “Whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s shall save it.” Mark 8:35

14. Litotes.  An understatement or a negative statement to express an affirmation.  “I am a Jew of Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of no insignificant city.” Acts 21:39

15. Rhetorical question.  A question that does not require or is not expecting an answer but is designed to make the hearer think deeply.  “Is anything too hard for the Lord?”  Genesis 18:14 “If God is for us, who can be against us?” Rom. 8:31
