Lesson 3: Introduction to Nouns    Notes

Inflection

· Definition: a change in spelling
· Occurs when a word performs a different function or carries a different meaning. 
· E.g. “She is my wife and I love her.”
· E.g. “Egg > Eggs”, or “jump>jumped>jumping”
· Inflection is simply a word taking on a slight change in form to give you extra information. Greek is a HIGHLY inflected language. 
Case
· Definition: a classification for the function of a noun in a sentence
· All nouns have a case determined by their function in a sentence. 
· 3 English Noun cases:
· Subject (the thing doing the verb) 
· “Bill threw the ball.”
· Possession (the thing possessing something)
· “That is Bill’s ball. It’s his!” 
· Object (the thing the verb is being done to)
· “Bill threw the ball.”
· Greek has 5 Cases, to be discussed next class
Number
· All nouns have a number determined by the amount of “things” they are describing.
· 2 “numbers” in English: Singular and Plural
· Greek has the same numbers: Singular and Plural
Gender
· Some nouns have a gender in English. (seen most easily in pronouns)
· 3 Genders in English:
· Masculine “He did it.”
· Feminine “She did it.”
· Neuter     “It did it.” 
· Greek has the same genders.
· NOT “male” or “female” – those are sexes.
Declension

· Definition: a recognizable pattern of inflection among nouns
· Most nouns in English change to plurals  by adding an “s” 
· dog>dogs, hammer>hammers, etc.
· A sub-pattern of this change would be adding “es” to words which already end in “s” E.g. boss>bosses, glass>glasses, etc.
· Some nouns in English change to plurals by changing a stem vowel
· man>men, goose>geese, foot>feet
· This different, but recognizable pattern, is like a “declension”
