An Exposition of 2 John
1. The elder to the elect lady and her children, whom I love in truth, and not I only, but also all the ones who know the truth, 2. through the truth living in us and with us it will be into eternity. 3. It will be with us, grace, mercy, peace from God the father and from Jesus Christ the son of the father in truth and love. 

4. I rejoiced very much that I had found from your children those living in truth, just as we received a commandment from the Father. 5. And now I entreat you, Lady, not as if (I’m) writing to you a new commandment, but that which we had from the beginning: that we might love one another. 6. And love is this: that we might live according to his commandments. This is the commandment, just as you heard from the beginning so that in it you would live. 7. Because many deceivers have gone out into the world, they are claiming not that Jesus Christ is coming in flesh. This is the deception and the antichrist. 8. Watch yourselves, so that you might not lose that which we accomplished, but you might receive back full payment. 
9. All men going on and not living by the teaching of Christ, he doesn’t (…or… they don’t) have God. The one living in the teaching (…or… love), this man has both the father and the son. 10. If any one comes to you and doesn’t carry this teaching, do not receive them into a house and do not say to rejoice in him. 11. For the one saying to rejoice in him: he shares in his works, the works of evil. 12 I have much to you to write wishing not (to write) through paper and ink, but I hope to be near you and to talk mouth to mouth, that our joy might be made complete. 13. The children of your elect sister greet you.  – SET (Stephen’s English Translation)
Observation/ Interpretive Questions:

· Who is “the elder”? (v1)
· Who is “the elect lady”? (v1)
· Who are “the elect lady’s children”? (v1)
· What does it mean to “love in truth”? Idiom for “truly love?” (v1)
· What is “the truth living in us”? It’s going to be in us forever….  (v2)
· How is the grace mercy and peace related to the truth that will be with us? Are they an elaboration, an addition, or a separate statement? (v3, v2)
· What does he mean by “living in the truth”? (v4)

· What commandment did they receive from the father? (v4) 
· That we might love one another. (v5)
· and what is love?

· That we might live according to his commandments. (v5) 

· Why is he stressing the “live in it”? (v6x2) 

· many deceivers have gone out into the world. (v7)

· What are the deceivers’ claims? (v7)
· What is “the antichrist” and what is his deception? (v7)

· what did “we accomplish” that the reader might lose?” (v8)

· What is meant by “full payment”? (v8)

· What does it mean to “have both the father and the son”? (v9)
· Is “this teaching” the same teaching throughout the letter? If not, where does it change? If so, what is “the teaching” in question? (e.g. v10)

· is “house” a figure of speech or not? (v10)

· What does it mean to “say to rejoice in him”? (v10, 11)

· What does the phrase “our joy might be made complete” mean? (v12)

· Who are the children of the Lady’s elect sister? (v13)
Interpretation:

· Who is “the elder”? (V1)

· Probably the Apostle John. This letter is traditionally taken as Johannine and no linguistic or outside sources make a compelling case against such designation.  

· Who is “the elect lady”? (v1)

· Two logical options: (1) it’s a metaphor for the church in a particular city. (2) it is a letter to a specific person. 
· The general nature of the advice and encouragements give greater credence to the first option. No personal names are included in the letter, which is unusual were it intended to be a personal letter. This also helps to explain “her children”…

· Who are “the elect lady’s children”? (v1)

· If option (1) of the above question is taken, the children are likely the individual members of the lady “the church.” If option (2) is taken, her children are just the kids of a particular woman in a particular church. Either option is viable, though the first seems more likely and more natural to the reader. 

· What does it mean to “love in truth”? Idiom for “truly love?” (v1)

· No clear linguistic referent is available, however, a systematic approach might lead us to conclude that “in truth” could be a vague reference to the truth of the gospel and of the bodily resurrection and second coming of Christ. (cf. “living in the truth” v.4; the message of the deceivers v.7) 
· It may simply be an idiom for expressing affection. 

· What is “the truth living in us”? It’s going to be in us forever….  (v2)

· Again, no clear referent presents itself, however, the truth of the gospel seems to be on John’s mind. (v7) The fact that it is eternal suggests a divine quality to this truth. Perhaps a referent to the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, though this interpretation is foreign to the context of the book, unless implicitly understood throughout. 

· How is the grace mercy and peace related to the truth that will be with us? Are they an elaboration, an addition, or a separate statement? (v3, v2)

· unknown. They are obviously related. The nature of this relation is indeterminable.

· What does he mean by “living in the truth”? (v4)

· If “The truth” is a reference to the gospel (as it will be assumed throughout the rest of this exegesis) then “living in the truth” is walking in a manner worthy of the gospel. (cf. Eph 4:1) 

· What commandment did they receive from the father? (v4) 

· That we might love one another. (v5)

· and what is love?

· That we might live according to his commandments. (v5)
· (John’s definition of love would be an interesting study, given the word’s prevalence in much of his writing.)

· Why is he stressing the “live in it”? (v6x2) 

· many deceivers have gone out into the world. (v7)

· What are the deceivers’ claims? (v7)

· It seems their claim is either that Jesus Wil not come again in the flesh, or that he did not come already in the flesh. (the grammatical construction is uncertain.) In either case, they are teaching a falsehood. The physical incarnation is central to John’s message, the gospel. It was a major point of contention with gnostics of various kinds in later centuries. Perhaps an early form of Gnosticism is the teaching John has in mind.
· What is “the antichrist” and what is his deception? (v7)

· “antichrist” literally means “opposing the anointed one.” This may be a reference to the larger theological idea of a particular man who will come in the future (the beast of Revelation 13) or it may be to a general spirit/movement of opposition to Christ and his church or to many false teachers who will appear and encourage such a spirit/movement, which would be more in line with his earlier epistle (1 John 2:18). Whichever is correct, what is clear is that claiming that Christ did not (or will not) come in the flesh IS the idea such a man or men will be promoting. It is a deception.
· what did “we accomplish” that the reader might lose?” (v8)

· Unknown. 

· Perhaps a community of love? Perhaps clear sound doctrine? I think the second is most likely given the admonition before it. 

· What is meant by “full payment”? (v8)

· Unknown. Thoughts?

· What does it mean to “have both the father and the son”? (v9)

· Likely a referent to the exact teaching of Jesus (John 10:30; 14:5-14) that Jesus and the father are one. Having one means having the other, and not having one mean’s not having the other. The Father and the son are unified in whom they have chosen to be in their church. 

· Is “this teaching” the same teaching throughout the letter? If not, where does it change? If so, what is “the teaching” in question? (e.g. v10)

· I think “this teaching” is the same teaching through the letter, and all uses of the phrase or idea are references back to the commandment in verse 5 and 6, Love one another. This is supported by some manuscripts which replace the word “teaching” with “love.” 

· It might also be a referent to the teaching that Christ came in the flesh, in contrast to the teaching of the deceivers. This option is less likely. 

· is “house” a figure of speech or not? (v10)

· Depending on the interpretation of “elect lady” house may be a reference to the individual’s house or it may be a metonymy (other name) for a particular church. “Don’t receive him into a house” would then be periphrastically “Don’t let such a false teacher come to your worship service, your house churches, and don’t give any support to their teachings.” This interpretation is more likely if the “elect lady” is a figure of speech for a local church. 
· It is interesting that “a house” is left indefinite and non-possessive. It’s not “your house” it’s “a house.” Perhaps this reflects John’s assumption that the letter would be circulated as the later epistle Revelation was obviously intended to be. Perhaps it is an instruction to individual believers not to be hospitable to false teachers because helping them would be helping their message. These ideas are conjecture. 

· What does it mean to “say to rejoice in him”? (v10, 11)

· It means “throw your support behind and promote his teachings” or more simply “welcome.” This is an idiom that most English translations merely render “do not welcome him.” “to rejoice” was a common phrase similar to an Aggie’s “howdy!” or a normal person’s “hello.” 
· What does the phrase “our joy might be made complete” mean? (v12)

· Another common sign-off or expression of affection.

· Who are the children of the Lady’s elect sister? (v13)

· Depending on the interpretation of “the elect Lady” in v.1, these children are either a sister church, or an actual woman’s nieces and nephews. The first seems more likely and lends support to the interpretation saying that the “elect lady” is a figure of speech for a church. 

Application:

· John clearly wants the readers to guard their doctrine, and in particular the doctrine of the physical incarnation. It would be wise for all readers of the letter to do likewise. We may have different assaults on our doctrine than were common in the first century, but assaults will come. We must study to show ourselves approved, and recognize the power of the scriptures for teaching, reproof, correcting, and training in righteousness. 
· John clearly wants the readers to love one another. This is the primary exhortation he gives to the elect lady and her children. Loving one another is central to the Christian life. What does it mean to love one another? How does that play out in our lives? 

· John repeatedly exhorts the reader to “live” or “walk” according to Jesus’s commandments. Again we not only have to know what Jesus’s commandments were, but do them as well. An easy and straightforward application of this text might be to sit down and list all of the clear commandments of Jesus, exposit them in context, and begin doing them in our lives. Such actions as feeding the hungry, clothing the poor, teaching the truth, preaching the gospel, and doing what is right instead of what is evil are good starting places. 

