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Acts 20:13-21:40a
Final Words to Ephesian Elders (20:13-38)
· the travel plans to avoid Ephesus. (v13-16)
· Paul’s speech to the Ephesian elders:
· You know me and my character. (v18-19a) 
· I taught through persecution (v19b-20)

· I preached the gospel (v21)

· I’m going to be put in jail (v22-23)

· If I die, so what. I preach the gospel. (v24)
· This is the last time you’ll see me, and wolves 
and false teachers are coming (v25-30)

· So be alert and admonish with tears (v31)

· You’re in God’s hands now. (v32)
· Work hard for what you need and give the rest away. (v33-35a)

· “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” (v35b)

· “There was much weeping on the part of all… that they would not see his face again.” (v37-38)
Prophecies of Jerusalem (21:1-14)
· “landed at Tyre… we stayed there for seven days.” (v3-4)
· “Through the Spirit they were telling Paul not to go to Jerusalem” (v4)

· “we came to Caesarea and entered the house of Philip the evangelist” (v8)
· “A prophet named Agabus came down from Judea.” (v10)

· “Thus says the Holy Spirit, ‘This is how the Jews at Jerusalem will bind the man who owns this belt and deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.’” (v11)

· What does this say about prophecy?

· “We and the people there urged him not to go up to Jerusalem.” (V12)

· “I am ready not only to be imprisoned but even to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.” (v13)

· “Let the will of the Lord be done.” (v14)

All Things to All People (21:15-26)

· “Paul went in with us to James and all the elders were present.” (v18)

· What’s the first thing Paul relates and how do the elders react? 
· “you see how many thousands there are among the Jews who have believed.” (v20)

· “They are all zealous for the law.” (v20)

· They’ve been told that you teach Jews who are among Gentiles not to follow the law.

· “What then is to be done?” (v22)

· The Plan for Peace: (cf. Rom 15:25-27; Num 6:13-17)
· purify yourselves with these four men under a vow

· pay their expenses
· “Thus all will know that there is nothing in what they have been told about you.” 
· Is this true?

· Is Paul wrong for participating in this? (cf. 1 Cor 9:20; Acts 24:17-18; 23:1)

Another Angry Mob (21:27-40a)

· “The Jews from Asia… stirred up the whole crowd and laid hands on him.” (v27)
· Two false charges: (v28)
1. “Teaching everyone everywhere against the people and the law of [the temple]” (cf. Rom Gal 3:19-25 Rom 3:19-20; 7:7)
2. “brought Greeks into the temple” (cf. Acts 21:29)
· “They seized Paul and dragged him out of the temple.” (v30)
· “When they saw the tribune and the soldiers they stopped beating Paul.” (v32)

· “The tribune arrested him and ordered him be bound with two chains.” (v33) (cf. 21:11)
· “he was actually carried by the soldiers because of the violence of the crowd.” (v35)
· “I am a Jew from Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of no obscure city.” (v39)

· “When there was a great hush, he addressed them in Hebrew…” (v40)
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