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Week 1: Introduction to Prophets and Historical Background of Amos
Week 2: Chapters 1-2 Nations Around Israel’s Judgments
Week 3: Chapters 3-6 Three Big Sins of Israel to be Judged
Week 4. Chapters 7-9 Five Visions of Israel’s Judgment

Prophets Introduction:

Why study the Prophets?
· Make up approx. 29% of the OT and 22% of the bible. (the whole NT is 23% of the bible)
· Teach us about God and how He interacts with Israel
· Often timeless messages: 
· Hosea’s appeal for purity and God’s indestructible love
· Amos’ call for justice in his society
· Obadiah’s condemnation of pride
· Micah’ rebuke of ungodly leadership
· Habakkuk’s quest for divine retribution and reconciling God’s sovereignty
· Haggai’s discourse on misplaced priorities
· Malachi’s censure of religious orthodoxy
· Tell us much about the Messiah
· [image: ]Teach us more about the future than                the NT. (If you don’t know a little            eschatology you won’t get the prophets)

· They serve as our examples. (Hebrews 11:32-38)
· Stress the judgment and mercy of God who always does what he says he will.

· Why we neglect the prophets:
· Difficult to understand
· Some think they are “Out of date” and “irrelevant"
· Requires effort and skill to exegete them
· Some believe they are already fulfilled or will never be fulfilled so why bother with them?
· Modern church doesn’t like the message of the prophets: A sovereign God whose righteous judgment and holy discipline is presented.



[image: C:\Users\librarian\Desktop\david-and-nathan.jpg]












Amos Introduction:
Author: Amos
Date: During Uzziah’s reign in Judah and Jeroboam II’s reign in Israel; 760-755 BC
Audience: Nation of Israel (Northern Kingdom); surrounding nations
Purpose: To produce repentance in the nation of Israel as the Lord righteously judges nations and the nation of Israel for their blatant sin (Idolatry, pride, and social injustice)
Theme: Judgment of Israel, yet faithfulness to his covenant promises. 
Key Verse: 4:12

History from Exodus to Exile:                                         (1 America = 240yrs)
· Exodus – 1446 BC
· Law/Wandering – 1446-1406 BC  (40 yrs)
· Conquest –  ~1406-1399 BC (~5-7 yrs)
· Judges –  ~1390-1050 BC (340yrs)
· Saul – 1050-1010 BC (40 yrs)  [Ish-Bosheth reigned 2 yrs]
· David – 1010-970 BC (40 yrs)
· Solomon – 970-930 BC (40 yrs)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Divided Kingdom – 930-722 BC (Israel, 208 yrs) 930-586 BC (Judah, 344 yrs)
· The Kings: *see graphic on second page

Historical Background for Amos:
Jeroboam II’s Reign: (2 Kings 14:23-29)
· Most prosperous King of Israel
· Largest borders since the split
· Success in battle against Syria
· Led at a time of great optimism and self-reliance in Israel
· Did evil in the sight of the Lord, (promoted Calf-worship and Baal Worship)
· Nation would fall to Assyria only 30 years later

About Amos:
· Was a shepherd not a “professional prophet” (1:1)
· From Tekoa, a small city south of Bethlehem (1:1)
· Amos means “burden”
· Amos pulls no punches in his brutal condemnation of the nation of Israel
· Part of a threefold attack on Israel (Jonah, Amos, Hosea)
· Even with his harsh judgment, hope is provided at the end
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Prophets Overview THE PROPHET

Prophet Meaning of Name Date Message Recipient Home 1. Pre-classical (Precanonica|) Propr
Obadiah Servant of Yahweh c. 845 Edom Judah write a prophetic book that we kno
Joel Yahweh is God c. 830 Judah Judah include Moses, Aaron, SamueL Nz
Jonah Dove c.775 Nineveh Israel Hanani, Gad, Ahijah, Shemaiah, Ji
s
Isaiah Yahweh Saves 739-685 Judah Judah qusrear\:]ve.‘rg ;f]1e1r;198f:l‘)lg:levf\’:)f;§e:(i
Micah Who is Like Yahweh? 735-700 Judah Judah hets: Miriam. Deborah. Huldal
Nahum  Comfort c. 650 Nineveh Judah pro.p ) ’ ’
Habakkuk Embrace c. 630 Judah Judah Isaiah.

Jeremiah Yahweh Establishes 625-580 Judah/Remnant  Judah 2. Classical (Canonical) Prophets — 1
Zephaniah Yahweh Hides c.615 Judah Judah a prophetical book. The English Bi
Daniel  God is My Judge 605-535 Exiles Babylon Greek Septuagint. The Hebrew Bit
Ezekiel ~ God Strengthens 593-570 Exiles Babylon Prophets into Major (Isaiah, Jerem
Haggai  Festival 520 Returned/Remnant  Judah Minor (Book of the Twelve) Proph(
Zechariah Yahweh Remembers 520-500 Returned Remnant  Judah among the Writings_

Malachi My Messenger c. 430 Returned Remnant  Judah
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