[bookmark: _GoBack]Terms list for Amos Chapters 1 and 2 (arranged in the order in which they appear)

· Tekoa: Amos’s hometown, southeast of Bethlehem. A fortified city on the edge of the desert. (2 Sam 14:2) 
· Jeroboam (II): The most prosperous king of Israel, but who followed the sins of Jeroboam. Indulged in calf worship and Baal worship and led the nation to self-reliance and pride. (2 Kings 14:23-29)
· Uzziah: A good king of Judah who reigned for 52 years. He followed God. (2 Chr 26:1-23)
· Zion: The hill that the temple was built on in Jerusalem. Often used figuratively to mean Israel, Judah, Jerusalem, God’s city, Heaven, and others. Context determines usage. 
· Mt. Carmel: The Mountain in west Israel on which Elijah had the contest with the priests of Baal. Mt. Carmel was the most fertile range and one of the tallest. It was always where the rains hit first as they swept in off the coast of the Mediterranean. Mt. Carmel was very green and very wet, all the time. 
· “For three transgressions… and for four”: A common phrase that means “for a multitude of sins.” Basically it indicates that the sins of these nations were not minor, infrequent occurrences. They were constant ways of life for the people. 
· Damascus: The capital of Syria. It was a large and fertile plain in the North that had been conquered by David, but was taken back by Syria during Solomon’s reign. 
· Gilead: a large region on the east side of the Jordan River, modern Day Jordan. It was controlled by Israel for most of Israel’s existence, but always under attack from trans-jordan nations. 
· Hazael: A usurper of the Syrian throne (king of Aram) who established a new Dynasty in Syria. Elijah anointed him. He, and his children, were a constant oppressive force to Israel until the Assyrians finally dominated in 722BC. (1 Kgs 8:7-15; 19:15; 2 Kgs 10:32; 12:17-18; 13:24-25)) 
· Citadel: The final stronghold of a city, usually with a tower for defense. It was the last place people would go to try to resist an attack. 
· Ben-hadad: The Kings of Syria (Aram) before Hazael. His, an his sons’, made many treaties and broke many treaties over the years with both Israel and Judah. (1 Kgs 15; 1 Kgs 20; 2 Kgs 6:11-19)
· “gate bar”: The reinforcing bar behind the gate of a city.
· Aven: Unclear. Perhaps a reference to the “Baalbek,” the center of Syria’s Baal worship. 
· Beth-eden: Small Aramean (Syrian) state north of Damascus. Assyria conquered it and deported the people to Kir, just as this prophecy says. (2 Kgs 16:9) Literally means “house of delight.”
· Kir: Mesopotamian city from which the Syrians escaped to Damascus. The Syrian’s escape from Kir allegedly parallels the Israelites escape from Egypt. It was ironic that they were sent back there by Tiglath-Pileser, the Assyrian King. 
· Gaza: The capitol city of the Philistines on the coast of the Mediteranean, south west of Jerusalem. Famous for their heavy fortification and their central location in trading routes, particularly between Egypt and Mesopotamia. A very fertile and lush land, in which a HUGE amount of history has taken place. Nearly every major conqueror has taken control of Gaza at some point. 
· Edom: The land South-East of the Dead Sea, characterized by the rocky plateaus in the area. Its inhabitants were the descendants of Esau (Isaac’s first-born son). Edom means “red” which is the color of the land. 
· Ashdod: One of the Philistines 5 main cities (the Pentapolis: Gaza, Ashdod, Gath, Ekron, Ashkelon). 
· Ashkelon: One of the Philistines 5 main cities (the Pentapolis: Gaza, Ashdod, Gath, Ekron, Ashkelon).
· Ekron: One of the Philistines 5 main cities (the Pentapolis: Gaza, Ashdod, Gath, Ekron, Ashkelon).
· Philistines: One of Israel’s most constant enemies. Known for their war instruments, like chariots, the Philistines inhabited the Mediterranean coast and controlled the main trade routs of the Mesopotamian road because of it. Famous Philistine/Israeli conflicts include David and Goliath (1 Sam 17), Battle of Shephelah (2 Chr 28), Battle of Aphek (1 Sam 4), Battle of Eben-Ezez (1 Sam 7) Battles at Michmash (1 Sam 14) Battle at Mount Gilboa (1 Sam 31) Hezekiah’s victory (2 Kings 18)
· Tyre: A well established and ancient Phoenician city-state, possibly as old as 2700BC. Tyre had a long history with Israel both as friend and as ally in different periods. Ahab’s wife Jezebel was from Tyre. Tyre was deeply involved in much of the trade and allegiances of the ANE because of its location just north of Israel on the Mediterranean coast. It was eventually conquered by Greece and Rome and its culture was largely lost, though characters from the New Testament like the Syrophonecian woman are from the same region as ancient Tyre.
· Teman: An Edomite city likely named for it founder, Teman. Teman was one of the chiefs of the Edomites and Eliphaz’s firstborn son (Gen 36:11, 15; 36:42; 1 Chr 1:36, 53) It is often used as a synechdoche for all of Edom, similar to Jerusalem or Zion for all of Israel. 
· Bozrah: a well-fortified city in northern Edom (gen 36:33; Chr 1:44) regarded as impossible to conquer because it was protected by cliffs on three sides. 30 miles north of Petra, it controlled the traffic of the King’s Highway. 
· Ammon: a semitic people (descendants from Shem, Noah’s son) who lived north of Moab in modern-day Jordan, just North-east of Israel. Descended from Lot’s younger daughter (Gen 19:30-38), a sister nation to the Moabites and closely related to the Amorites who shared a similar culture and early ancestor. 
· Rabbah: capital city of the Ammonite kingdom, like most others, well fortified. It was later rebuilt by the Greeks and became one of the Decapolis, the region in which Jesus cast out the legion of demons into pigs. 
· Moab: The land inhabited by the Moabites, descendants of Lot’s oldest daughter (Gen 19:30-38). Worshippers of Chemosh, the Moabites were repeatedly involved in Israel’s history. The most famous Moabite in Israel is probably Ruth, the great-grandmother of King David. 
· Kerioth: a large city in Moab, located in the southwest of the country, just across the Jordan from Israel.
· Judah: The southern Kingdom of the Israelites, originally lead by Rehoboam, eventually captured in 586BC by Babylon.
· Amorite: the semetic (descendants from Shem, Noah’s son) people found throughout Mesopotamia in the ANE. They were likely nomadic in early year and related to the Ammonites. They later settled into a fairly recognizably “west” area of the ANE. They were numbered in the early lists of Canaanites peoples and the Israelites encountered them during the wanderings (Nm 21:21-35) and were virtually destroyed by the Israelites during Joshua’s conquest. 
· Nazirites: a sect of Israelites set apart by God. They took a vow which involved abstaining from cutting their hair, drinking wine, and all contact with dead bodies. The most famous Nazirite would be Samson, judge of Israel. 
· Sheaves: one of the bundles of grain after it is harvested. 
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