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Week 1: Introduction to Prophets and Historical Background 
Week 2: Chapters 1-2 Nations Around Israel’s Judgments
Week 3: Chapters 3-6 Three Big Sins of Israel to be Judged
Week 4. Chapters 7-9 Five Visions of Israel’s Judgment
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Presumptuous Sins (3:1-15)
- Israel is being punished extra because they knew God and still chose to sin against Him (v 1-2)
- Rhetorical questions all with the answer “no” (v 3-6)
- The Prophets are the earthly mouthpieces for God (v 7-8)
- First proclamation of Judgment: You’re going down by an adversary.” (v 9-11)
- First promise of Mercy: A remnant will be preserved (v 12)
- Everyone will be struck, but not everyone will be struck down (v 13-15)

Religious Orthodoxy Sins (4:1-13)
- The women are being compared to cows of Bashan, fat, lazy, selfish cows (v 1-3)
- These women will be taken away by hooks and cast to Harmon, unknown location. Possibly a mountain east of Rimmon, a town in southern Judah.(v 1-3)
- A sarcastic instruction to the Israelites to continue worshipping false gods. (v 4-5)
- Lists smaller disciplines sent meant to turn the people back to God (v 6-11)
	hunger (6), drought (7-8), pests (9-10a), lost battles (10b), deaths (11)
- Since you didn’t come back, get ready for the worst one yet. God’s coming. (v 12-13)

Moral Corruption Sins (5:1-6:14)
- Introductory lament at the desolation to befall Israel (v 1-3)
- Call for Repentance! (v 5-15)
	- seek Yahweh instead of false gods (5-7)
	- who is Yahweh? He made the stars and waters, destroys the strong (8-9)
	- God knows Israel’s sins (10-13)
	- REPENT! (14-15)
- The woe of the people (v 16-17)
- The woe on religious apostasy (v 18-27)
	- The day of the lord won’t be a happy time (18- 20)
	- God’s not accepting worship anymore (21-25)
	- Israel will go into exile for their idolatry (26-27)
- The woe on complacency (6:1-14)
Day of the Lord:
“The Day of the Lord” has both broad and narrow meanings. There are three basic uses for the phrase.

- Use 1: a day of judgment that reflects or foreshadows the coming judgment on Israel in the tribulation. It is a mini day of the Lord where just a taste of the judgment to come gets dished out on the current nation. 
- Use 2: The specific day of Christ’s second coming at the end of the tribulation. He will ride on a white horse with robe dipped in blood and slay the armies of his enemies. This day is described in Rev 19.
- Use 3: A broad range of time describing the tribulation and millennial Kingdom. In this use, both destruction and peace and prosperity are spoken of almost simultaneously. This is a 1007 year time period that gets described as a “day of the Lord.”

Terms List:
- Bethel: the place that Jacob set up an altar after seeing the ladder to heaven, and where he wrestled the “the angel” (Gen 28; 35) Major Religious center for both the Canaanites and Israelites because of its history. The Ark of the Covenant lived there during the time of the judges. Capital of the Northern Tribes, it was turned into a calf worship site during the divided kingdom.
- Gilgal: the first encampment outside of Jericho set up before the conquest of Canaan by Joshua. It held major religious significance throughout Israel’s history. Samuel, Elijah, and others all visited Gilgal regularly. 
- Beersheba: another important city to the Hebrews that dates back to the patriarchs. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob all had important religious experiences here. Gen 26; 46)
- Pleiades and Orion: the names of constellations
- Sikkuth and Kiyyun: Mesopotamian astral deities
- Calneh and Hamath: Two Syrian cities. Calneh is far north and Hamath is in the middle of Syria. Amos is making a progression from north to south in 6:2
- Wormwood: a bitter tasting plant
- a city in the region of Gad, east of the Jordan near the Lake of Tiberius (Sea of Galilee)
- Karnaim: a city on the King’s highway that was under Syrian control, but was taken by the Israelites. It was later taken by the Assyrians. 
- Lebo-hamath: the entrance to the Syrian town of Hamath on the Orontes River below Riblah. 
- Brook of Arabah: a dry riverbed in the Great Rift Valley. A valley that extends from Syria, all the way down to southern Africa, following the path of the Jordan river, and the Red Sea. 


Application:
What timeless principles do we learn about God, Israel, the scriptures, or ourselves?




How do we reconcile a God who brings judgment because of sins and a God who forgives sins?




[bookmark: _GoBack]How do we respond to the truths presented here? What action will we take tomorrow to apply these truths?
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