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Week 1: Introduction to Prophets and Historical Background 
Week 2: Chapters 1-2 Nations Around Israel’s Judgments
Week 3: Chapters 3-6 Three Big Sins of Israel to be Judged
[image: Meeeeeeewith7es:Users:stephencurto:Dropbox:C&C:Amos:map.jpg]Week 4. Chapters 7-9 Five Visions of Israel’s Judgment

























	Nation
	Indictment
	Judgment
	Elaboration
	Closing

	Damascus
	“threshed Gilead with iron” – brutal evil war with Israel
	Fire on Hazael’s House
	fire will devour Benhadad’s strongholds; gate-bar of Damascus broken; cut off descendants; exile the people
	“says Yahweh” (and at Beginning)

	Philistines
	slave trade
	Fire on wall of Gaza
	cut off descendants in Ashdod; end ruler in Ashkelon; turn hand against Ekron; destroy Philistines (4 of 5 Pentapolis cities mentioned)
	“says adonia Yahweh”
[bookmark: _GoBack](Yahweh at Beginning)

	Tyre
	slave trade; broken treaty
	Fire on wall of Tyre
	fire will devour strongholds
	none

	Edom
	brutal war against brother (Israel?); perpetual anger; 
	Fore upon Teman
	fire will devour strongholds of Bozrah
	“Thus says Yahweh” (at beginning)

	Ammon
	abortion/murders in war
	Kindle a fire in wall of Rabbah
	fire will devour strongholds with greater devastation; noble court taken to exile
	“Thus says Yahweh” (beg)  “says Yahweh” (end)

	Moab
	destruction of Edom
	fire on Moab
	fire will devour strongholds of Kerioth; destruction of Moab
	“Thus says Yahweh” (beg)  “says Yahweh” (end)

	Judah
	rejected the law of the Lord; led astray by own lies
	fire on Judah
	fire will devour strongholds of Jerusalem
	“Thus says Yahweh” (beg)


ISRAEL:
· Israel’s judgment was a literary shock. Normally, a series of judgments on a nation’s enemies would be used to contrast the nation’s blessings. Far from blessing, Israel was judged more harshly, in more detail, for more offenses. 


Indictment:
- selling the poor into slavery (v6)
- perverting the justice of the oppressed (v7)
- engaging in illicit sexual intercourse (v7)
- taking advantage of the unfortunate (v8)

The common thread in all of these sins is pride and self-reliance. The nation had become very sure of themselves and claimed God’s works for their own, then claimed their own sinful works as good. 


Indictment Expounded:
- God beat the Amorites
- God made the Exodus happen
- God conquered Canaan
- God gave them Nazirites and Prophets


- Israel made the Nazirites break their vows
- Israel shut up the prophets
- Israel perverted the law and turned to false gods


Israel’s indictment is intensified by switching to first and second person. God is not in a joking mood here. These were measures of grace which Israel, corporately, refused.

Judgment:
- Yahweh is coming and the judgment will be great. The quick won’t be able to get away and the strong won’t be able to fight. Everyone in Israel will be affected by the judgment that is coming. That judgment will be manifest in the form of Assyria, under the reign of Sargon II, crushing Israel and wiping them out in 722BC, only about 30 years from the time of this prophecy. More on that next week. 




Application Notes: 
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