Biblical Attitude Toward Work
*Outline adapted and built from Keller’s talk at TGC 2013 titled “Redefining Work”

· 0) The World and the Story in Which Your Work Fits
· The way you view the world will determine how you work, and how happy you are in your work

· If you think morality is relative, then you will work differently from someone who believes and obeys an ethical standard

· If you view the world as ultimately leading to heat-death of the sun, you will struggle with questions of purpose in your work (We’re all just going to die anyway, right?)

· The way you view the world will affect how you view work fitting into that world. The story matters.

· Creation > Fall > Redemption > Resurrection 
· 1) The dignity and Design of All Work
· Martin Luther looks at all the places in the Bible where it Says God feeds every living thing, and god keeps your city safe… but how is God doing that? He feeds you through the farmers, he heals you through the doctors, he protects you through the soldiers. (“The people who do the simplest work are the fingers or masks of God”) 
· All work is God’s work and is caring for God’s creation
· Genesis 1:26-2:3
· What commands does God give the humans?
· What does God do on the 7th day?
· What do these two facts teach us about pre-fall work, and the very nature of work?
· Define work.
· Genesis 2:4-15
· What do these verses reveal about the reason God made man and the reason he placed man in the garden? 
· What does it mean “to cultivate” and “keep”?
· Important Words from These Passages:
· Cultivate (serve/be servant of): 2:15 avad
· Keep (guard): 2:15 shmar
· Subdue (subjugate): 1:28 kvsh
· 2) The Corruption of work and inherent desire toward evil
· Gen 3:1-24
· What was the curse for man as it relates to his purpose in the garden?
· From what ground did God make man? What Ground must he now “cultivate” (v23)? Does this matter at all?

· What might this tell us about our work? Describe it in 5 words or phrases. 
· 3) Your Identity in Christ and the Motivation behind your work (You have to have an identity grounded not in your performance or your “success” )
· Luke 12
· V1-12 “Beware the Leaven of the Pharisees”

· V13-34 “Store up for yourselves” “they neither toil nor spin…”
· Who is our master? What is the tension we have to struggle with about work here and now?

· What is our actual “job” within our job?
· 4) The future of Work
· Col 3:17
· Who is Paul talking to and what is he talking about?

· Rev 22:1-5

· Will there be work in the New Jerusalem?
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