The Biblical View of Abortion, Contraception, and In Vitro Fertilization
ABORTION

Definition:
· the termination of a pregnancy after, accompanied by, resulting in, or closely followed by the death of the embryo or fetus – Merriam Webster’s dictionary
· The killing of a pre-born or new-born child. –Stephen’s definition
Relevant Biblical Passages:
· 2 Kings 8:12; 15:16
· Exodus 1:15-22 (cf. Acts 7:19)
· Exodus 20:13 (Deut 5:17)
· Exodus 21:22-25
· Psalm 127:3; 139:13-16
· Job 31:15
· Isaiah 13:16
· Hosea 13:16
· Amos 1:13
Common Arguments:
· When Life Begins
· Does life begin at conception or some time later? (Ps 139:13-16)
· First heart beat? (Lev 17:13-14; Deut 12:23)
· First breath? (Gen 2:7)
· Development of “personality”? 
· Fundamentally unknowable?
· Bodily Autonomy
· Bodily autonomy is not God’s highest priority. (Matt 16:24-26)
· Valuing self over others is sinful. (Gen 3; Prov 16:1-18 [esp. 5]; Phil 2:3)
· The biblical perspective is to value the image of God in other humans more than one’s self. 
· Sexual Autonomy
· The sexual revolution claims sexual autonomy as the only sexual ethic. (“consent”)
· The freedom to have sex with who you want when you want trumps all other concerns. 

· This is a biblically abhorrent argument. 
· *see “The Biblical View of Sex” from Sept 11. for support. 
CONTRACEPTION
Types of Contraception:

- Abortifacient

· Any contraception that prohibits the development of fertilized egg. 
· Examples:
· The Pill
· The “Plan B” or RU486 Pill
· IUD (Intra-Uterine Device)
· Etc.
- Non-Abortifacient

· Any contraception that prevents an egg from being fertilized. 
· Examples:
· Condom
· Diaphragm
· Sponge
· Rhythm Method
· Abstinence
Biblical and Theological Considerations:
· Pro-Contraception
· Luke 14:28-33
· Prov 21:5
· Example of Joseph
· Anti-Contraception
· Gen 38:8-10
· Gen 1:28
· Ps 127:3-5
· Sovereignty of God
Historic Views:
· Prior to the 20th Century, All Christian denominations (Roman, Orthodox, and Protestant) condemned contraception of any kind.
· Roman Catholics
· Artificial contraception is considered intrinsically evil, but methods of natural family planning are morally permissible in some circumstances, as they do not usurp the natural way of conception. –Pope Paul VI Humanae Vitae encyclical 1968
· Orthodox
· Until about 1970, the Orthodox Church generally opposed the use of contraception. Since that time a "new consensus" was said to have emerged. This new view holds that contraception is acceptable within a Christian marriage if 1), the means of contraception is not abortifacient, 2) it is used with the blessing of one's spiritual father and 3), children are not completely excluded from the marriage.
· Protestant Churches
· Wide variety of views.
· Generally 3 camps:
· All contraceptive is okay (abortion included) [e.g. PCUSA, UMC]
· Only Non-Abortifacient contraceptive is okay [Most evangelical churches]
· No contraceptives are okay [e.g. Amish, Hutterites, Stephen]
IN VITRO FERTILIZATION

Definition:
· In vitro fertilization (IVF) is a procedure in which eggs (ova) from a woman's ovary are removed. They are fertilized with sperm in a laboratory procedure, and then the fertilized egg (embryo) is returned to the woman's uterus. – Medical Dictionary .com
· Fertilizing multiple eggs outside the womb and implanting them into a woman for the pregnancy in the hopes that one of them attaches and is carried to term. –Stephen’s Definition
Process:
· Woman is given fertility drugs so that multiple eggs will develop to maturity in the ovaries.
· Doctor harvests eggs either surgically or transvaginally.
· Doctor mixes eggs with sperm of father in a lab. (source of the name “Test Tube Babies”)
· After about 7 days, the eggs that have been fertilized are implanted in the woman’s uterine wall, disposed of, or frozen for future use. (source of the name “Snowflake Babies”)
History and Stats:

· First successful procedure in 1978
· Since 2006 there have been approx. 41,343 births by IVF (54,656 infants)
· Approx. 612,464 snowflake babies currently on ice. 
Theological and Ethical Considerations:

· Sovereignty of God?
· Biblical examples of Rachel, Sarah, Hannah, and others. 
· When does life begin?
· *see above
· If life begins at conception, In Vitro Fertilization necessarily produces functional abortions. 
