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Biblical View of Homosexuality
Clarifying the Issue: 

· Inside or Outside the visible church?
· Homosexual Acts or Same-Sex Temptations?
· Blowing things out of proportion?
· Are we searching for truth or for the majority opinion?
Cautions:
· A tendency toward flippancy for some.
· A tendency toward, “No one really knows” answers for some. 
· A tendency toward “Who cares, it doesn’t affect me” answers for some. 
Relevant Biblical Passages:

· Genesis 1-2 (esp. 1:27; 2:23-25) 
· Genesis 19 (cf. Ezek 16:49-50)
· Leviticus 18:22; 20:13
· Romans 1:16-32
· 1 Corinthians 6:9-11
· 1 Timothy 1:8-11 (v10)
· Mark 10:1-12
Systematic Theology:

· Homosexuality is deemed sinful in both the Old and New Testament. 
· It is viewed in the same light, with the same weight, as many other sins (e.g. perjury, adultery, lying, greed, idolatry, fornication, etc.)
· Sex is for one man and one woman within the bounds of marriage. (cf. lesson on sex, given sept 11, 2016)
· The proper Christian response is to turn away from sin and accept grace and forgiveness procured by Christ on the cross.
Common Arguments:

- A Different Kind of Homosexuality
· The argument:
· The cultural context linked homosexuality with temple prostitution and/or pederasty (forced man-boy pedophilic relationships.)
· Because of this, the Bible’s condemnations of Homosexuality are not applicable to modern homosexuality. 
· Therefore: loving, committed, monogamous homosexual relationships are permissible, biblically. 
· The Counter-Argument:
· There is no biblical evidence supporting the redefined term for homosexuality. 
· There is biblical evidence that defines homosexuality as any same-sex sexual interaction (Lev 18, Rom 1)
- As long as it’s consensual, who are they hurting?
- What about divorce?
- If god is love, he wouldn’t say this is wrong.
- I was born this way. 
- The church is a hospital for sinners, not a museum for saints.
- There is too high a cost not to affirm gay Christians. 
- *Gay marriage is the law of the land. Accept it!
Political Applications:
· Pragmatic or Principled? 
· Pragmatism: dealing with things in a way that is based on practical rather than theoretical considerations.
· Should Christians be able to enforce their morality on everyone?
· Should Christians bake wedding cakes? 
A Clarifying Plea:
· Homosexuality is not worse than other sins.
· Culture has driven it to its current prominence, not the Bible
· People with same-sex attractions can be Godly growing Christians.
· People with same-sex attractions need to hear Christians proclaiming the gospel (cf. 1 Cor 15)
· Christians MUST re-engage with and submit to the texts they regularly ignore so as to avoid hypocrisy (e.g. divorce and remarriage [Mk 10:11] women teaching men [1 Tim 2:13-15] teachings on headcoverings [1 Cor 11] bad language [Eph 4:29] and many more…)
The Bottom Line:

· Practicing homosexuals outside the Church need to be treated just like the rest of the world: as sinners in need of a savior.
· Practicing homosexuals in the Church need to be treated just like the rest of the Church: brought under church discipline and refused fellowship until repentance and restoration has begun to take place.
Further Study: 

Articles and Blogs: 
· “God Loves Gays” and “What does it Mean to BE Gay” on mygiveonthings.com by Stephen Curto
· “There is No Third Way” on albertmohler.com by Albert Mohler
· “Homosexuality: The Biblical-Christian View” on bible.org by Tony Tucci
· “The Bible and Same Sex Relationships” on redeemer.com by Tim Keller
· “Why Homosexuality is Not Like Other Sins” on desiringgod.org by John Piper
· restoredhopenetwork.com (a ministry focused on homosexuality counseling and support groups)
· livehope.org (a family ministry with emphasis on giving biblical help to the homosexual community through counseling and teaching) 
· alanchambers.org (Major figure-head of “open and affirming” pro-homosexual church movement.)

· gaychurch.org (major pro-gay Christian resource) 
Podcasts:
· “The Briefing”  by Albert Mohler
· “The Ask Pastor John Podcast” by Tony Reinke and John Piper
· “The Dividing Line” by Dr. James White

Books:
· God and the Gay Christian by Matthew Vines 
· What does the Bible Really Teach about Homosexuality? by Kevin DeYoung
· Is God Anti-Gay? by Sam Allberry
· Two Views on Homosexuality, the Bible, and the Church ed. Gundry and Sprinkle
· The Same Sex Controversy by James White and Jeffery Niell
· People to Be Loved by Preston Sprinkle 
· “The Challenge of Homosexuality” in The Meaning of Sex by Dennis Hollinger

· Ask Me Anything by J. Budziszewski 
