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Trinity – Biblical Defense

Outline: 
· On the Father 

· Words for “God” 
· Passages Ascribing Deity

· On the Son or “Christ”

· Passages Ascribing Deity

· Problem Passages

· On the Spirit 

· Passages Ascribing Deity

· On the Trinity

· Passages suggesting Multiplicity/Threeness

· Passages suggesting Oneness
· Distinguishing the Persons
On the Spirit
Words for “Spirit” 

· gk: pneuma “spirit, wind” (John 3:8)
· heb: ruach “spirit, breath, wind” (Gen 1:2; Ex 10:13; Gen 6:3, 17)
Passages Ascribing Deity 

· Psalm 139:7-8
· Acts 5:3-4
· Gen 1:2
Questions/Passages for Further Discussion:

· What is the Spirit? (Is it a what?) 
· 1 Corinthians 12
· (esp.12:1-13)
· Did the Spirit’s role change between testaments?
· John 14-16 vs e.g. 1 Sam 16:13-14; Jer 31:31-37
· (esp. 14:16-31; 16:1-15)
On the Trinity
Passages suggesting Multiplicity/Threeness

· 1 Cor 8:4, 6
· John 1:1
· Matthew 28:18
· John 15:26
· Genesis 1:26
· Not 1 John 5:7?
Passages suggesting Oneness

· Deuteronomy 6:4
· Isaiah 44:6
· 2 Sam 7:22
Distinguishing the Persons:

- Father from Son

· Matthew 24:36
· Matthew 26:39
· John 5:18-30
- Father  and Son from Spirit

· John 14:26
· Given these passages, how does one accurately express the truth about God’s nature? 
· What must be avoided?
· What must be affirmed? 

