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Daniel – Introduction
Background:
· 3 Deportations 

· 605 BC (Daniel) (2 Kings 24:1-2; 2 Chron 36:5-7)
· 597 BC (Ezekiel)
· 586 BC (Destruction of Jerusalem) 
· Babylon (The Chaldeans)
· Brutal and crushing (Habakkuk 1:5-11)
· Nebuchadnezzar defeated Assyrians and Egyptians


· Judaism develops (Jeremiah 29)
· Synagogues
· Jews vs Israelites (not the same)
· 10 tribes still scattered

Book:

· Author – Daniel

· Date – 500’s BC (liberal dates-100’s BC)
· Genre 

· Historical (chs 1-6)

· Prophetic, (Apocalyptic?) (chs 7-12)
· Unique features 

· Large Section in Aramaic (2:4-7:28)
· Remarkable accuracy of prophecies
· Not arranged chronologically

	Date
	King
	Chapter

	~605-562 BC
	Nebuchadnezzar (Babylon)
	1-4

	~550-539 BC
	Belshazzar (Babylon)
	5; 7-8

	unknown
	Darius the Mede (Gobryas?)(Persia)
	6; 9

	~539-530 BC
	Cyrus the Great (Persia)
	10-12


· Contemporaries: Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Habakkuk

· Jesus? 

· seen historically in the preservation of the line of Judah (Dan 1:3)

· Seen prophetically in “the Son of Man” (7:13) and “The anointed one” (9:26) and “the rock” (2:34) 
· Seen typologically in Daniel and the lion’s den (ch 6)
· Outline
· Linguistic

· 1:1-2:4a – Introduction (Hebrew)

· 2:4b-7:28 – Aramaic (For Gentiles)

· 8:1-12:13 – Hebrew (For Jews)
· Traditional

· 1-6 – Historical

· 7-12 – Prophetic

· Detailed (Adapted from Bible Knowledge Commentary)

I.
Personal History of Daniel (chap. 1)

A.
Daniel’s deportation (1:1–7)

B.
Daniel’s devotion to God (1:8–16)

C.
Daniel’s appointment (1:17–21)

II.
Prophetic History of the Gentiles during the Times of the Gentiles (chaps. 2–7)

A.
The dream of Nebuchadnezzar (chap. 2)

B.
The image of Nebuchadnezzar (chap. 3)

C.
The second dream of Nebuchadnezzar (chap. 4)

D.
The feast of Belshazzar (chap. 5)

E.
The edict of Darius (chap. 6)

F.
The vision of the four beasts (chap. 7)

III.
The Prophetic History of Israel during the Times of the Gentiles (chaps. 8–12)

A.
The vision of the ram and the goat (chap. 8)

B.
The vision of the 70 “sevens” (chap. 9)

C.
The final vision (chaps. 10–12)

1.
The preparation of the prophet (10:1–11:1)

2.
The details of Israel’s history under the second and third empires (11:2–35)

3.
The prophetic history of the 70th seven (11:36–12:3)

4.
Conclusion (12:4–13)
Text:
· Introduction (1:1-4)

In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. AND THE LORD GAVE JEHOIAKIM KING OF JUDAH INTO HIS HAND, with some of the vessels of the house of God. And he brought them to the land of Shinar (?), to the house of his god, and placed the vessels in the treasury of his god. 

Purpose of Daniel: God is the true king, and while he chastises his chosen people, he never forgets them. 
