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Daniel 1:20-2:24
A Summary Statement (1:18-21)
· These verses summarize the historical events 
recorded in chapters 2-9 of Daniel. (cf. 10:1)

· “no one was found like Daniel Hananiah, 
Mishael, and Azariah” (Hebrew names!)(v19)
· “every matter of wisdom and understanding… 
[the king] found them ten times better than all 
the magicians an enchanters who were in all his 
kingdom” (v20)

An Introduction to One Such Matter (2:1-4)
· “In the second year of the reign of Nebucahdnezzar” (v1)

· This seems to be during the testing/education period of 1:5.

· “Nebuchadnezzar had dreams” (v1)

· Biblical View of “Dreams”

· Definition: a vision given to a person for the purpose of conveying direct revelation from God to humans, usually about the future.

· NOT MLK Jr. dreams.

· NOT dream destinies. 

· “His Spirit was troubled and his sleep left him.” (v1)

· “I had a dream and my spirit is troubled to know the dream.” (v3)
· Did Nebuchadnezzar remember the dream or not? (cf. v9)
· Yada’ “To know” “to make known” “to reveal” “to understand” 

· Switch to Aramaic with “O King, live forever” (v4)

· Why do they start with that?

· “Tell your servants the dream and we will show the interpretation.” (v4)

The Command (2:5-11) 
· “The word (command) from me is firm” (v5)

· Succeed: gifts, a reward and great honor (v6)
· Fail: torn limb from limb, houses laid to ruins (v5)
· Repetition from v4. (v7)
· “You are trying to gain time (‘idan)” (v8)

· What time does the king think they are trying to gain? (cf. v9 “times change”)
· Is he right?

· “Tell me the dream and I shall know that you can show me its interpretation.” (v9) (cf. v3)

· “there is not a man on earth who can meet the king’s demand” (v10)

“No one can show it to the king except the gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh” (v11)

· Are they right in all their assertions? (cf. Rev 21:3-4)
Daniel’s diplomacy (2:12-18)
· “the decree went out… so they looked for Daniel and his friends to be killed.” (v13)

· “Daniel replied with prudence and discretion” (v14)
· Arioch = “Lion-like” 

· Captain of the kings body-guard and ready to kill on command

· “Why is the decree of the king so harsh?” (v15)

· “requested the king to appoint him a time (zeman) (cf.v.8), that he might show the interpretation to the king.” 

· “Daniel went… made the matter known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah” (v17)
· “to seek mercy (compassion) from the God of heaven concerning this mystery” (v18)

· What was the motivation of this “seeking”? (hint: 18b)

Daniel’s Praises (2:19-24)
· “The mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision of the night” (v19)
· The name of God  be blessed (v20)
· God controls the:

· Times and seasons (v21)

· Kings and rulers (v21)

· God is the source of:

· Wisdom (v21)

· Knowledge (v21)

· God reveals what is hidden (v22, 23)

· God knows what is dark and is the source of light (v22)

· Praise and Thanks for:

· Wisdom and power (v23)

· Revealing what was requested (v23)

· “Take me into the kings presence and I show the king the interpretation” (v24)
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