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Daniel 1:3-19
Authority in Names (v3-7)

· “both of the royal family (seed of the kingdom) 
and of the nobility” (v3)
· Description of youths:

· without blemish

· good appearance

· skillful in all wisdom

· endowed with knowledge 

· understanding learning

· competent to stand in the king’s palace

· “to teach them the literature and language of the Chaldeans.” (v4)

· “the food the king ate…wine the king drank” (v5)

· “to be educated for three years” (v5) (cf. 1:18; 2:1)

· “From the tribe of Judah” (v6)

· All four have theophoric (bearing God’s name) names, and are given Babylonian theophoric names
· Daniel: “God is my judge”   ->Belteshazzer: “Bel protects”
· Hananiah: “GOD has been gracious”   -> Shadrach: “Command of Aku”
· Mishael: “Who is what God is?”   -> Meshach: “Who is what Aku is?”
· Azariah: “GOD has helped”   -> Abednego: “Servant of Nebo”
Authority in Body (v8-10)
· “Daniel resolved” (v8)
· “would not defile himself” (v8)

· “God gave Daniel favor and compassion in the eyes of the chief of eunuchs.” (v9)

· “I fear the king… you would endanger my head with the king.” (v10)
A Test of Authority (v11-16)

· “Test your servants for 10 days” (v12)
· The “Daniel Fast” 
· Fast for ten days

· Only eat vegetables and water

· Theology of Fasting:

· Motives:
· Leadership Preparation (Matt 4:1-11; Esther 4:15-17; Acts 13:3)

· Intercession (OT only) (Ex 24:18; Deut 9:8-9; Ezra 10:6; Jonah 3:5-10)

· Humility (Psalm 36:13; 69:10

· Length:

· 1 day; 3 days; 7 days; 14 days; 21 days; 40 days

· Type:

· Corporate (1 Sam 7:5-6; Ezra 8:21-23; Joel 2:15-16)

· Personal (2 Sam 12:15-16; 1 Kngs 21:27-29; Lk 2:36-37)

· Extent:

· No food

· No food or drink

· Special 

· “deal with your servants according to what you see.” (v13)

· “it was seen that they were better in appearance… than all the youths who ate the king’s food.” (v15)
A Recognition of Authority (v17-19)
· “God gave them learning in all literature and wisdom” (v17)
· “and Daniel had insight in all visions and dreams” (v17)
· “at the end of the time of the king commanding that they should be brought in” (v18)(cf. 1:5)

· “None was found like…” (v19)

· “Therefore they stood before the king.” (v19)(cf. 1:5)

