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Daniel 4:1-37
Nebuchadnezzar’s Introduction (4:1-3)

· “To all the peoples, nations,
 languages…” (v1) (cf. 3:4, 29)

· “The Most High God” (v2)
· First appears 3:26

· 2 Parallelisms about this God: (v3)
· Signs and Wonders = Great and Mighty

· Kingdom and dominion = Everlasting and from generation to generation

Nebuchadnezzar has Another Dream (4:4-18)

· V4-8 – repetition (cf. ch 2)

· “who was named Belteshazzar according to the name of my God” (v8)

· “since I know that a spirit of the holy gods is in you” (v9) (cf. v18)
· The Dream: (10-18)

· Tree visible from everywhere (v10-11)

· It provided for all creatures (v12)

· An angel descends (v13)

· Angels commands:

· Chop down the tree (v14)

· Cut off his branches (v14)

· Leave the stump bound with a metal band (v15)

· Let him join the beasts of the field in every way for 7 years (v15b-16)
· “that the living know that the Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind and bestows it on whom he wishes and sets over it the lowliest of men.” (v17)
Daniel Interprets the Dream (4:19-27)

· Daniel was dismayed (v19)

· The Interpretation:

· The tree: king Nebuchadnezzar (v20-22)

· The chopping down/joining the beasts: the king be deposed and forced to live like an animal until… “you recognize that the Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind and bestows it on whomever he wishes.” (v25) (cf.v17)

· Leaving the stump: The kingdom will be waiting for you to return after this (v26)

· Daniel’s advice?

· Repent! 

· “Remove your sin with righteousness and your iniquity with mercy to the oppressed…” (v27)

· “…that your prosperity might be lengthened.” (v27)

The Dream is Fulfilled (4:28-37) 

· “All happened to King Nebuchadnezzar.” (v28)

· “twelve months later…” (v29)

· “by the might of my power and for the glory of my majesty?” (v30)

· “sovereignty (the kingdom) has been removed from you” (v31)

· “until you know that the Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind and bestows it on whomever he wishes.” (v32) (know: yada)
· “my reason returned to me (lit: my knowing [yada] came to me), and I blessed the Most High and praised and honored Him who lives forever” (v34) 

· Verse 34 = Repetition of doxology in v3

· “No one can ward off his hand” (v35)

· “my counselors and nobles sought me” (v36)

· “Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise, exalt and honor the King of heave, for all His works are truth and His ways are justice, and He is able to humble those who walk in pride.” (v37)

“Nebuchadnezzar” by William Blake, circa 1795








