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Daniel 7:1-28
Context of the Vision:
· Received in first 
· year of Belshazzar (v1)

· Probably written/made public 
during reign of Cyrus (cf. 6:28, 7:28)
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	Date
	King
	Chapter

	~605-562 BC
	Nebuchadnezzar (Babylon)
	1-4

	~550-539 BC
	Belshazzar (Babylon)
	5; 7-8

	unknown
	Darius the Mede (Gobryas?)(Persia)
	6; 9

	~539-530 BC
	Cyrus the Great (Persia)
	10-12


· Why did Daniel wait to report the vision?

· Cf. 7:15, 28; Deut 18:20-22

Vision Summary: (7:1-8, 9-14)
Part One:

· Four beasts emerge from the sea (v3)
· Each beast resembles a different animal (Lion, Bear, Leopard, Great and Terrible)

· The fourth beast is described repeatedly as “different” (v7, 19, 23, 24)

· The fourth beast has horns, one little horn emerges and pulls up three of the others (v8)

Part Two:

· Thrones are set up and the ancient of days takes the judge’s seat (v9)

· River of fire proceeds from him (v10)

· Thousands upon thousands and myriads upon myriads (v10)

· “the books” (v10)
· Fourth beast destroyed, probably little horn with it (v11)

· Other beasts given extended life but dominion removed (v12)
· *** (PURPOSE OF DANIEL: cf. 4:17, 25, 32)
· “One like the son of man” comes on the clouds and is presented to the Ancient of Days (v13)
· The Son of Man is given an everlasting dominion with every nation, language people serving Him. (v14)

Interpretation by Angel: (7:15-27)
· The four beasts are four “kings” who will arise from the earth. (v17)

· malkin “kings” or “reigns”

· From where did the rock in chapter 2 come?

· “the great sea” (the Mediterranean) often a reference to Gentile nations/oppressors of Israel. The Phoenicians came from across the sea and Israel was prophesied to be taken across the sea into slavery. (cf. Deut 28:63-68; Jer 25:22; Rev 21:1)

· the “saints of the highest one will receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom forever, for all ages to come” (v18)
· When will this “possessing” occur? (cf. v22, 25-27)

· Further description of the little horn (v19-22)
· Explanation of the fourth beast: (23-27)
· “The fourth beast will be a fourth kingdom” (v23)

· “kingdom” synonymous with “king”
· It will devour the whole earth (v23b)

· 10 horns=10 kings from that kingdom (v24)

· “Another will arise after them, different from the previous ones and will subdue three of the ten” (v24) 

· Actions of the little horn:

· “Speak out against the Most High” (v25)

· “wear down the saints of the Highest one” (v25) (cf. v22)

· Intend to make alterations in times and the law (v25)

· Have “them” in his hand for “time, 2 times, and half a time” (v25)

· The court (cf. v9-14) will judge and destroy him (v26)
· Sovereignty of kingdoms will be given to “the people of the saints of the Highest One” (v27) 

· Repetition of PURPOSE OF DANIEL: God controls the kingdoms (v27) (cf. 2:44; 4:3, 34; 6:26; 7:14, 18)
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Further Explanation:
The First Three Beasts: (7:1-6)
-Clear Parallels to the 
vision of Chapter 2:

· Lion - Babylon (Gold Head)

· “wings plucked” (v4)
· Nebuchadnezzar’s power stripped (ch4)

· “made to stand on two feet like a man, a human heart was given to it” (v4)

· Nebuchadnezzar’s conversion

· “You are the head of Gold” (2:38)

· Lopsided Bear - Medo-Persia (Silver Chest/Arms)

· “raised up on one side” (v5)
· Medo-Persian Empire was unbalanced and the Persians eventually subsumed the Medes. 

· “three ribs in its mouth” (v5)

· Unknown referent. Possibly the three most influential Babylonian kings, after Nebuchadnezzar: Evil Merodach, Nabonidus, and Belshazzar. Possibly the three main cities of Babylon: Babylon, Ecbatana, and Borsippa. 

· OPPOSING VIEW:

· The lopsided bear represents just the Medes, not the Medes and Persians. 

· 4 Headed Leopard – Greece (Bronze Middle/Thighs)
· Alexander the Great leading Greece was the nation to conquer Persia

· “four wings like a bird” (v6)
· Wings on an animal represent swiftness and power, both of which describe Greece under Alexander the great. 

· The four wings might be an allusion to the four corners of the earth (i.e. N,S,E,W) or a reference to the four generals who divided AtG’s empire, Seleucus, Ptolomey, Cassander, and Lysimachus

· “the beast also had four heads” (v6)

· These more likely represent Alexander’s four generals, as the head of an animal is a common symbol for a leader (Rev 13, 17)

· OPPOSING VIEW:

· The leopard is Persia. The significance of the four heads/wings is uncertain in this view. 
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The Heavenly Courtroom- (7:9-14, 18, 26-27)
· Ancient of Days:
· The Triune God, or possibly 
specifically the Father (cf. Gen 1:1)

· Name of God unique to Daniel

· Thousands upon thousands and myriads upon myriads (v10) (cf Rev 5:11-14; [7:4-10?]) 

· “the books” (v10) (cf. Rev 20:11-15)

· “One like the son of man” comes on the clouds and is presented to the Ancient of Days (v13)

· The Son of Man is given an everlasting dominion with every nation, language people serving Him. (v14) (cf. Dan 2:44; 6:26; Mark 14:53-64)

· How does the Son of Man rule this kingdom? (cf. v18)

· Does this heavenly courtroom scene happen at the 1st or 2nd Coming?

· “The court will sit and his dominion will be taken away to annihilation and to destruction to the end.” (v26)

· Compare this to the language of the lake of fire for “The beast and the false prophet” Revelation 19:20; 20:10.

· Note: This court must be sitting after the “time, times, and half a time” and after the little horn “speaks out against the Most High…” (v25)

· Sovereignty of kingdoms will be given to “the people of the saints of the Highest One” (v27) 

· Repetition of PURPOSE OF DANIEL: God controls the kingdoms (v27) (cf. 2:44; 4:3, 34; 6:26; 7:14, 18)

[image: image6.jpg]


[image: image7.jpg]



The Fourth Beast- (7:7-8, 15-17, 19-25)
· Fourth Beast – Rome(Iron Legs)

· “extremely strong, and it had large iron teeth” (v7) (cf. “iron legs” and “extremely strong” 2:40)

· “devoured and crushed and trampled down the remainder” (v7) (cf. 2:40)

· Rome’s military power is legendary and needs no explanation

· Rome conquered all of Greece and assimilated any remaining cultures from other nations into its own
· 10 Horns - A Yet Future Nation (Iron/Pottery Feet)

· Rome did not split into two nations (east/west) until Late 200’s

· Eastern Rome didn’t fall to the Ottomans until 1453 

· Nation probably will have 10 rulers together (10 toes, 10 horns Dan 2:41)

· OPPOSING VIEW OF FOURTH BEAST/HORNS:

· The fourth beast is Greece and the ten horns are ten of the twelve major Ptolemaic and Seleucid kings who ruled the respective sections of Greece before Antiochus IV. 
· Antiochus IV is identified as the little horn in this view, and the three horns he cuts off are attributed variously to different Seleucid and Ptolemaic kings. 
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The Little Horn-

· Commonly called “the Anti-Christ”

· Relevant passages concerning this character: 
· Daniel 7:7-8, 20-26; 9:26-27; 11:36-45

· 2 thessalonians 2:3-10

· Revelation 13:1-10; 17:8-14
· Some names/descriptions of this man (not exhaustive)

· The Little Horn (Dan 7:8)

· The Prince that shall come (Dan 9:26)

· The One who makes desolate (Dan 9:27)

· The Abomination of Desolation (Matt 24:15)

· The Man of Sin/lawlessness (2 Thess. 2:3-8)

· The antichrist (1 John 2:22)

· The Beast (Rev 13:1)

The Little Horn (cont’d)-

· Revelation 13:1-10

· Has ten horns and 7 heads (v1)(cf. Dan 7:8; Rev 12:3)
· Beast like a leopard, feet of a bear, mouth of a lion (v2)
· One head receives fatal wound and is healed (v3)

· World worships dragon and beast (v3-4, 8)(Dragon=Satan=Serpent of old Rev 12:9)

· World claims he is most powerful in waging war and wars with saints (v4, 7) (cf. Dan 7:21)

· Mouth speaking arrogant blasphemous words for 42 months = 3.5 years = 1”time”+2”times”+1/2”time (v5-6) (cf. Dan 7:8, 25; Rev 11:2)

· Blaspheme the tabernacle (v6)(cf. Daniel 9:27)

· “Here is the perseverance of the Holy ones” (v10) (cf. Dan 7:18, 25-27)

· Conclusions:
· Whoever “The beast” of Rev 13 is, he is the same person as the “little horn” of Daniel 7.

· If it can be shown that “the beast” of Rev 13 has not appeared on earth, it means that the events of the “little horn” have not occurred. 
· Since no figure in history fits all of the qualifications listed, the actions of the “little horn” must be future. 

· When does the “gap” between Roman history and Future history occur in Daniel 7?

· In the vision— 7:7b “And it was different from all the beasts that were before it…” (“different” shanah normally translated “changed”)

· In the Interpretation – 7:24 “As for the ten horns” (waw disjunctive indicating aside or change in time)
“Daniel’s Dream” by David Rod’s Illustrations, April 4, 2011








