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Daniel 8:1-
The Vision (8:1-14)

· “In the third year of the reign of Belshazzar…” (v1)

· “I was in the citadel of Susa” (v2)
· Winter capital of Persia
· Closer to Persian Gulf than Babylon
· “I was beside the Ulai Canal” (v2)
· Canal connecting Kerkha and Abdizful Rivers

· The Ram:

· “A ram with two horns was standing in front of the canal.” (v3)

· “One was longer than the other with the longer one coming up last.” (v3)

· “I saw the ram butting westward, northward, and southward” (v4)(cf. 7:5)

· The Goat:

· “A male goat was coming from the west over the surface of the whole earth without touching the ground” (v5)

· “And the goat had a conspicuous horn between his eyes.” (v5)

· “He struck the ram and shattered his two horns” (v7)

· “As soon as he was mighty, the large horn was broken” (v8)

· “in its place came up four conspicuous horns toward the four winds of heaven” (v8)

· The Little Horn:

· “grew very great toward the south, toward the east, and toward the beautiful land” (v9)

· “It grew up to the host of heaven and caused some of the host and some of the stars to fall to the earth and trampled them down” (v10)
· “Magnified itself to be equal with the commander of the host” (v11)

· cf. Josh 5:13-15; Dan 10:21; 12:1; Rev 12:7
· “Removed the regular sacrifice from him and the place of his sanctuary was thrown down” (v11)
· Who is the “him” in this context?

· “How long will the vision about the regular sacrifice apply…?” (v13)
· Answer:2,300 days (v14) “Then the holy place will be made right.”

The Angel Gabriel (8:15-19)

· “Standing before me was one who looked like a man.” (v15)

· Gabriel (v16)
· “and when he came near I was frightened and fell on my face” (v17)

· Cf. Rev 19:10

· Cf. Dan 6:22

· “Understand that the vision pertains to the time of the end” (v17)
· The end of what? Cf. 8:19, 21-23

· “I sank into a deep sleep with my face to the ground” (v18)

· Paraphrastic translation: “I fainted /went unconscious”

· “But he touched me and made me stand upright” (v18)
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"There are four kingdoms from his
nation that will stand up, but not
. with his power." - Daniel 8:22




The Interpretation (8:20-27)

· The Ram = Lopsided Bear = Chest 
and Arms of Silver:

· “…represents the kings of 
Media and Persia” (v20)

· “One was longer than the other 
with the longer one coming up last.” (v3)

· The Medo-Persian Empire was a 
lopsided alliance in which the Persians 
overthrew the Medes. 

· “I saw the ram butting westward, 
northward, and southward” (v4)(cf. 7:5)

· The three directions likely line up 
with the three “sides” or “ribs” in the 
Bear’s mouth in the vision of Chapter 7

· The Goat = Four Headed Leopard = Belly of Bronze:

· “The goat is the king of Greece, and the large horn that is between his eyes is the first king.” (v21)

· Alexander the Great

· Alexander honored Jerusalem and YHWH because of this prophecy (Josephus Antiquities 11.337)
· “A male goat was coming from the west over the surface of the whole earth without touching the ground” (v5)

· The swiftness of the goat mirrors the intent of the four wings

· Alexander the Great’s phalanx system and swift conquest is legendary
· “The broken horn and the four that arose in its place represent four kingdoms which will arise from his nation although not with his power” (v22)
· Cassander - Macedon; 
· Lysimachus - Thrace

· Seleucus I - Babylonia and Persia
· Ptolomey – Egypt

· These divisions were the result of the Diadochi wars, which were mostly settled by the battle of Ipsus in 301BC

· Ptolomaic and Seleucid empires became the dominant forces during the intertestamental period between Alexander’s conquest and Rome’s. 
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· The Little Horn:

· “In the latter period of their rule when the transgressors have finished, a king will arise” (v23)
· Antiochus Epiphanes?

· Future ruler identical to little horn from Ch 7?

· “His power will be great but not by his own power” (v24)

· The purpose of Daniel. 

· “He will destroy mighty men and the holy people” (v24)

· What holy people are in view?

· “He will magnify himself in his heart” (v25)(cf. v11)
· Antiochus Epiphanes = “God Manifest”

· “He will even oppose the Prince of princes, but he will be broken, but not by a hand” (v25)

· Antiochus Epiphanes died by a sudden and massive intestinal illness. (2 Macc 9)
· Who is the “Prince of Princes”? (cf. 10:13, 20, 21) Is it the same person/being as the “Commander of the host?” (sham = “Prince” or “commander”)
· “For it pertains to many days from now” (v26)

· “But I was astounded at the vision, and there was none to bring understanding to me.” (v27)

