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Daniel 9:20-27
Gabriel Appears (9:20-23)

· When is this occurring? (cf. 9:1-2)

· “While I was…” (v20)

· speaking 

· praying

· confessing my sins

· confessing the sin of Israel

· presenting my requests before God 

· for the holy hill of my God (Jerusalem)

· “The man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning” (v21)

· To what vision is he referring? (cf. 8:16)

· “Came in to me in my extreme weariness about the time of the evening sacrifice” (v21)
· “Evening sacrifice” = Twilight (approx. 7-8pm)
· How long has Daniel been praying?

· “At the beginning of your supplication a word went out and I have come to tell it to you” (v23)
· Who gave this command/”word”?

· “because you a highly valued” (v23)

· Why is he highly valued?

· “so listen and understand the vision” (v23)

· Was his ability to understand the reason the vision came to him? 

The Seventy Sevens (9:24-27)

· The First 69 Sevens (9:24-25)

· “seventy weeks (sevens) have been decreed for your people and your holy city” (v24)

· “weeks” shavua’ litearlly: “weeks” or “sevens.” Used of both 7 day periods (e.g. Deut 16:9) and of 7 year periods (e.g. Lev 25:8)
· Same root word as shabbat or “Sabbath” which means “Seventh”

· For whom is this decree?

· Outcomes of Decree: (v24)

· finish the transgression

· make an end of sin

· make atonement for iniquity

· seal up the vision and prophecy

· to anoint the most holy man
· “From the issuing of a decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until the coming of an anointed prince (messiah leader) there will be seven sevens (weeks) and sixty-two sevens (weeks)” (v25)
· To what decree is this referring? (cf. Neh 2:1-8)
· Why does it separate the first 69 sevens into two segments of 7 and 62? 

· Stylistic Choice

· First seven sevens was rebuilding temple, after that was rebuilding wall and city.

· Some other unknown reason

· “It will be built again with squares and moat, but in a troubled time.” (v25)

· cf. Neh 4:6-9ff
· The 70th Seven (9:26-27)

· “Then after the 62 sevens (weeks) the anointed one will be cut off having nothing” (v26)

· To what might this be referring?

· “And the people of the prince who is to come will destroy the city and the sanctuary” (v26)

· To what might this be referring?

· Who does the prophecy say will destroy the city?

· Who might be “the prince who is to come” in this context?

· Has this historically taken place?
· “And its (or his) end will come with a flood; even to the end there will be war; desolations are decreed.” (v26)

· What’s end is coming with a flood?

· To what “end” is it referring with the “war”?

· “And he will make a firm covenant with the many for one seven” (v27)

· Who is the “he”? The “anointed one” or the “prince who is to come”? Are they the same person or not?

· “But in the middle of the seven (week) he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offerings”

· What must be operating for this “he” to put a stop to them?

· “And on the wing of abominations comes one who makes desolate until the decreed complete destruction is poured out on the desolator” (v27)
· What are “abominations”?

· Who is the “one who makes desolate”? New or previously seen character?
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