Ephesians Outline:

1. Intro 1:1-23
2. New Position 2:1-10 
3. One in Christ 2:11-22
4. The Gospel and Paul’s Prayer 3:1-21
5. The Church’s Unity and Holiness 4:1-32
6. The Church’s Love and Light and Wisdom 5:1-6:9
7. Warfare, and Book Conclusion 6:10-6:24


Author: Paul
Date: approx. AD 60
Written From: Roman Captivity?
Written to: Believing Gentiles 
Theme: Love. 
Purpose: Love… from Paul, …for one another, …of God, …like Christ 
About the Ephesians: Likely planted on Paul’s 2nd mission (Acts 18:19ff) Had problems with False teachers without and within (Acts 20:29-30) eventually had problems with Love (Rev 2). Notable events found in Acts 19:1-41. 

WARFARE AND BOOK CONCLUSION 6:10-6:24

Why are you under attack spiritually? Because you have something worth stealing. Satan comes to steal kill and destroy. 

Finally, indicates a final word

Be strong in the Lord… how do you do that? By putting on the armor of God. HIS armor the armor of God… he possess it, not us. By so doing you will be strong in the lord and able to stand against the schemes of the devil.

“Stand” in v. 11 means stand against… not stand victorious. 

The battle is spiritual, not physical. “not flesh and blood” but against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Ie devils. Evil spiritual beings.

3 layers of defense, denoted by “take up.” 

Layer 1: 
Belt of truth: used to hold things up. In roman warrior garb they would put it on first and literally hang other pieces of armor on it. It was the anchor point, the thing that held their whole suit of armor together.
Most commentators agree that “truth” here refers not to specific doctrinal truth, or the truth of the Gospel… but instead an attitude of truthfulness. A life lived as an open book for any to read. The belt you wrap around your waist is not a mask of prettiness you show off to the world, but yourself. 

Also, Jesus said he is the way the truth and the life. 

Breastplate of righteousness Breastplate covered the stomach.. ie your emotions. He is not talking about imputed righteousness here because hre tells us to “put it on”. 
He’s talking about practical righteousness, the kind that paul said he pressed on towards in phil 3. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Shoes of readiness (given by the gospel of peace) 

Layer 2:
Shield of Faith (to extinguish darts and arrows)

Layer 3:
Helmet of salvation 
Sword of Spirit (which is the word of God)
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