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Author: 3 Views: 
(1) Ezra alone 
(2) Ezra and Nehemiah respectively
(3) “The Chronicler” 

Date Covered:
Approx. 528BC-432BC 

Date Written: Between 428 and 350BC 
(depends on authorship view)
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Historical Background:
- Daniel Exiled to Babylon 605BC (Daniel)
- Babylon destroys Temple in 586BC, takes Judah captive, Jeremiah taken to Egypt against will
- Daniel and Ezekiel living in Babylon
- Zephaniah and Haggai prophesying mid 6th century
- Cyrus Conquers Babylon 539/8 BC (Daniel 5)
- Cyrus Issues decree to return 538BC (Ezra 1)
- First return under Zerubbabel, Rebuilding of temple begins 536BC (Ezra 2-3)
- Cyrus dies, Cambyses takes over 529BC
[image: Meeeeeeewith7es:private:var:folders:c0:lsmxplcd3510x8r659_mbx800000gn:T:TemporaryItems:Jerusalem-Gates-of-Nehemiah.png]- Cambyses replaced by Gautama (Smerdis). Civil war in Persia 522-520BC
- Zechariah Prophesying in Jerusalem 520-515BC (Zechariah)
- 519 Darius I restores order in Persia. Wages war with Greeks. 519BC
- Darius replaced by Xerxes 486BC
- Events of Esther 479-473BC (Esther)
- Artaxerxes replaces Xerxes 464BC
- Ezra leads second return 458BC
- Returned exiles divorce foreign wives 457BC
- Nehemiah returns to build wall 444BC
- Nehemiah’s wall is dedicated 444/3BC
Nehemiah returns to Babylon 432BC
- Book of Malachi written 430BC



Purpose of Ezra: To record the history of 
the Jewish people and provide a theological 
record of temple worship.



Purpose of Nehemiah: To show that God had
reestablished Jerusalem as the political and
religious center of Jewish worship.
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Unique Features:
· Ezra written from a theological-historical perspective
· Nehemiah written from a political-historical perspective
· Parts in Aramaic
· Many Persian loan words
· Difficult to translate because of historical setting of language
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About Ezra:
· Was a Scribe
· Qualified him to write this book
· Explains close relationship with King (7:6, 21)
· Likely educated in the Persian courts under Artaxerxes
· Was a Priest
· Qualified him to instruct on religious law
· Explains his interest in the recently rebuilt temple
· Qualified him to rectify mixed marriage issues
· Around 40 years old at return 



About Nehemiah:
· Was the King’s cupbearer
· Name means “My Comfort is Yahweh”
· Appointed as governer in Judah by Artaxerxes
· Possess many fine leadership qualities 
· Love for his people (1:4, 2:17; 9:32, 36)
· Humble (1:6-7; 5:10)
· Man of Prayer (1:4, 5-11; 2:4; 4:4-5, 9; 5:19; 6:9; 13:14, 22, 29, 31)
· Servant at Heart (1:6,11)




Notes:















OUTLINE:

I.      The First Return and Rebuilding under Zerubbabel (Ezra, chaps. 1–6)
      A.      The proclamation of Cyrus (1:1–4)
      B.      The reaction of the Israelites (1:5–11)
      C.      The list of people who returned (chap. 2)
            1.      The list recorded (2:1–63)
            2.      The total numbers given (2:64–67)
            3.      The restoration begun (2:68–70)
      D.      The rebuilding of the temple (chaps. 3:1–6:15)
            1.      The altar and foundation rebuilt (chap. 3)
            2.      The rebuilding opposed (4:1–6:12)
            3.      The temple completed (6:13–15)
      E.      The dedication of the temple and the celebration of the Passover (6:16–22)
            1.      The temple dedicated (6:16–18)
            2.      The Passover celebrated (6:19–22)
II.      The Second Return and Reform under Ezra (chaps. 7–10)
      A.      The return to the land (chaps. 7–8)
            1.      The introduction of Ezra (7:1–10)
            2.      The circumstances prompting the return (7:11–28)
            3.      The list of the returnees (8:1–14)
            4.      The details of the journey and arrival (8:15–36)
      B.      The reform in the land (chaps. 9–10)
            1.      The people’s sin of intermarriage (9:1–4)
            2.      Ezra’s prayer to God (9:5–15)
            3.      The people’s confession of sin (chap. 10
III.      The Rebuilding of the Walls (Nehemiah, chaps. 1–6)
      A.      Nehemiah’s prayer voiced (chap. 1)
      B.      Nehemiah’s prayer answered (2:1–8)
      C.      Nehemiah’s preparation for the work (2:9–20)
      D.      Nehemiah’s delegation of the work (chap. 3)
      E.      Nehemiah’s reactions to opposition (chap. 4)
      F.      Nehemiah’s handling of internal problems (5:1–13)
      G.      Nehemiah’s service as governor (5:14–19)
      H.      Nehemiah’s response to opposition against him personally (6:1–14)
      I.      Nehemiah’s completion of the project (6:15–19)
IV.      The Restoration of the People (chaps. 7–13)
      A.      The security of the city (7:1–3)
      B.      The census of the returnees (7:4–73a)
      C.      The ministry of Ezra (7:73b–10:39)
      D.      The list of Judean residents (11:1–12:26)
      E.      The dedication of the wall (12:27–47)
      F.      The reforms under Nehemiah (chap. 13)



(composite of two different outlines from The Bible Knowledge Commentary chapters on Ezra and Nehemiah)
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