HOW to STUDY the BIBLE – Supplement 1 

 Figures of Speech: 

· Simile: a comparison between two things that are basically unlike, using "like" or "as"
Eg:      "The clouds were as white as snow." 
            "She jumped like a kangaroo." 
            "John and Mary had never met. They were like two hummingbirds who had also never met. " 
Biblical Eg: Job 41:24; Psalm 42:1; 1 Peter 2:2

· Metaphor: an implied comparison between two things that are basically unlike, A metaphor is more vivid than a simile, but can be more easily misunderstood.
Eg:      "His ideas were iron and his resolve, stone." 
            "I am the one who knocks!" 
Biblical Eg: Matt 5:13, Job 41:14, Jesus's "I am" statements 

· Hyperbole: a deliberate or extreme exaggeration for the sake of emphasis. 
Eg:      "I am so hungry I could eat a horse," 
            "Her brain is the size of a pea." 
Biblical Eg: John 21:25, Matt 5:29-30 

· Litotes: stating something by denying its opposite; deliberate understatement 
Eg:        "I don't hate chocolate." 
              "I won't wait to get ice cream!" 
 Biblical Eg: Psalm 51:17; Mark 12:34; Is 59:1; Rom 1:16 

· Metonymy: the use of the name of one thing for the name of another thing with which it is associated. 
Eg:        "The Texans are going to destroy the Colts this year." 
              "The Great Bambino hit another homer!" 
Biblical Eg: 2 Cor 3:15; Acts 2:4

· Synecdoche: the use of a part for the whole or the whole for a part. 
Eg:        "His parents bought him a new set of wheels." 
              "All hands on deck!" 
Biblical Eg: I Sam 14:45; Job 29:11; Gen 42:38 

· Personification: attributing personal or human characteristics to non-personal things.
Eg:       "The stars danced playfully in the moonlit sky," 
             "The pistol glared at me from its holster," 
Biblical Eg: Ps 98:4, 7, 8; James 1:15 


· Apostrophe: speaking to an absent or imaginary person or personified thing, (Prayer is not an Apostrophe) 
Eg:          "Twinkle twinkle little star, how I wonder what you are." 
                "Load you stupid computer! Load!" 
Biblical Eg: Psalm 68: 16; 1 Cor 15:55; Jer 47:6 

· Sarcasm: the expression of the opposite of what is meant, directed at an individual or group, usually intended to be painful. 
Eg:         "Oh you missed question 9? Nice going Einstein." 
               "Are you talkin to me?" 
Biblical Eg: 1 Cor 4:8; 2 Cor 11:19; 2 Sam 6:20; 1 Kngs 18:27-28 

· Euphemism: an idiomatic expression which loses its literal meanings and refers to something else in order to hide its unpleasantness 
Eg:         "He passed away." 
               "They slept together." 
Biblical Eg: 1 Sam 24:3; Gen 4:1 

· Idiom: a word or phrase that has an added meaning in one culture or context different from its normal usage. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Eg:         "If we play our cards right…" 
               "I'm blue." 
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