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Outline:
I. Inductive Bible Study
II. Observation (What Does it Say?)
5. Outlines
6. Charts
III. Interpretation (What Does it Mean?)
1. Interpretive Questions
2. Research
3. Guidelines
4. Conclusion

II. Observation
Outlines –
· Determine the one “Big Idea”
· Determine the Structure
· Double Check the Relationships
Watch out!
· structure should come FROM the passage, not be imposed ON it
· Don’t rearrange or omit verses
· Use your own words, but don’t sacrifice the true intent of the author for a gimmick
  *see supplement 3

Charts – 
· Charts should develop themselves, don’t force a passage into a chart
· A chart is a visual version of an outline
· *See supplement 4 for examples

[bookmark: _GoBack]III. Interpretation (Hermeneutics)
Interpretative Questions:
· Ask questions about the text
· What did the author mean by this?
· How would his audience have understood this word or term?
· Why did the author use this term or phrase?
· What is the significant point, idea or truth?
· What does this say about God… man… life… reality?
· Why did this need to be said?

Research:
· Consult Study bibles, Bible dictionaries, Background commentaries, Concordances, Bible software
· Grammatical Context


· Historical Context


· Geographical Context


· Cultural Context (manners, customs, societal norms)


Guidelines:
· Use common sense

· Factor in the type of literature

· Take note of the passage’s atmosphere

· Remember the author’s viewpoint and purpose

· Remember progressive revelation

· Remember the “Unity of Scripture” principle.
· The bible, correctly interpreted, never contradicts itself
· Interpret the obscure in light of the obvious and clear.



Conclusion:
· Write an interpretive conclusion
· Summarize your thoughts and findings into a paragraph or two.
· Summarize that paragraph into a single, clear, carefully worded sentence.
· That sentence will be your “Interpretive Conclusion”


· Example Interpretive conclusions
· Matthew 6:7 – “Jesus warned his disciples not to babble meaninglessly like the pagan religions when they prayed.”
· Mark 9:43ff – “Jesus described the awful nature of eternal hell by comparison with the perpetual fires and maggots of the city garbage dump of Jerusalem.
· John 10:22-24 – “Jesus refused the demands of the Jews for a political and military Messiah like Judas Maccabeus, calling them instead to follow him as the Shepherd Messiah of Israel prophesied in the Old Testament.




Write an Interpretive conclusion for Acts 12!
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