HOW to STUDY your BIBLE Supplement 3

Perceptions In Mark 12

“Big Idea”: This passage is all about the way people are being perceived, the way they mean to be perceived, and what they perceive, and in the end how Jesus perceives everything as it really is. 

I. The People’s Perception - The people’s perception of religious leaders begins to line up with the true nature of the religious leaders. vv.11:27-12:12
A. Jesus has an encounter with some religious leaders. vv. 11:27-33
1. The religious leaders try to trap Jesus in his words vv. 11:27-29
2. Jesus uses the people’s perception of the religious leaders to trap them. vv. 11:30-33
B. Jesus tells a parable about the religious leaders. vv. 12:1-12
1. Jesus tells the parable revealing the true nature of the religious leaders. vv. 12:1-11
2. The people’s perception of the religious leaders’ true nature prevents the religious leaders from arresting Jesus. vv. 12:12
II. The Leaders’ Perception - The religious and political leaders’ perception of Jesus begins to change. vv. 12:13-12:31
A. Jesus uses the leaders’ perception of a denarius to change their perception of Him. vv. 12:13-17
B. Jesus uses an encounter with some Sadducees to change a scribe’s perception of Him. vv. 12:18-31
III. Jesus’ Perception – Jesus’ perception of his surroundings stands firm and unwavering, always discerning truth. vv. 12:32-12:44
A. Jesus accurately perceives the stage of a scribe’s spiritual journey from a response the scribe gives. vv. 12:32-34.
1. A scribe responds to Jesus’ answer about the greatest commandment. vv. 12:32-33
2. Jesus perceives that the scribe is close to truly understanding scripture. 12:34
B. Jesus accurately perceives the scribes misunderstanding of scripture. vv. 12:35-37
C. Jesus accurately perceives the true nature of scribes in that day. vv. 12:38-40
D. Jesus accurately perceives a woman giving all she has, and accurately contrasts it with the rich people. 12:41-44.
1. Jesus watches both the rich and the poor widow give their money. 12:41-42
2. Jesus asserts that the woman put in more than the other people. 12:43-44







Examples of other Outlines:

This is a section from an outline of the entire book of Mark, dealing with the same passage as above, but in a broader context. 

VII.	Jesus’ Ministry in and around Jerusalem (11:1–13:37)
A.	Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem (11:1–11)
B.	Jesus’ prophetic signs of God’s judgment on Israel (11:12–26)
C.	Jesus’ controversy with the Jewish religious leaders in the temple courts (11:27–12:44)
D.	Jesus’ prophetic Olivet Discourse to His disciples (chap. 13)[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Grassmick, J. D. (1985). Mark. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 102). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.] 


This is a shorter outline of the whole book of Obadiah.

The Outline of the Obadiah
I. THE DESTRUCTION OF EDOM - 1-9
A. The certainty of it (1-4)
B. The completeness of it (5-9)
II. THE OFFENSES OF EDOM - 10-14
A. Violations in attitude (10-12)
B. Violations in actions (13-14)
III. THE DAY OF THE LORD - 15-21
A. Judgment on the nations (15-16)
B. God's blessing on Israel (17-21)


See if you can come up with a 3-5 point outline of Philippians 1:12-30. 
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