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The Major and Minor Prophets is a collection of books within the Christian Old Testament compiled from
the writings of notable ancient Hebrew authors known as prophets. This section of the Christian Bible follows the section of the Jewish
Bible known as the Latter Prophets which features a nearly identical list of books with the exception of Daniel and Lamentations (these
two books are found in a different section of the Jewish Bible). The Latter Prophets, together with the Former Prophets (Joshua, Judges,
Samuel & Kings), form the division of the Jewish Bible called the Nevi'im (Prophets). Prophets are distinct from other Biblical authors in
that their writings center around oracles, laments, visions, proclamations, and warnings that have less emphasis on narrative or
chronology and more emphasis on God's direct message to his people. Promises of hope, judgment of sin, future restoration, God's
sovereignty, and the end of days are all common themes found in prophetic literature. In their day a prophet was a highly respected
religious figure who acted as the mouthpiece of God to the Tribes of Israel and neighboring countries. A prophet was a frequent visitor
to both the courts of kings and to the streets of villagers.
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Following the reign of Solomon the nation of israel divided |
into two kingdoms. The Northern Kingdom retained the
name Israel and made Samaria the capital. The Southern
Kingdom came to be be known as Judah and possessed the
city of Jerusalem as its capital. Because the temple remained
in Jerusalem the majority of the prophets centered their
ministry in Judah.
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When did they prophesy?

The books of the prophets cover a time span from about 800
BC to about 400 BC. In 586 BC the Babylonians completed the
conquest of Israel and Judah that started in 597 BC and led
the captive Israelites away to Babylon. After almost 60 years
in captivity the Jews were released by the Persian King,
Cyrus, to return to their homeland and rebuild Jerusalem.
Many of the prophets provide very specific dates for their
years of active ministry by mentioning contemporary rulers.
Others are more difficult to pinpoint, but clues can often be
found in their subject matter.

Timeline

All dates approximate
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Hosea Handout 
Introductory Issues:
· Authorship
· Hosea (1:1)
· Date
· Uzziah-Hezekiah in Judah (approx. 767-715 BC)
· Jeroboam II in Israel (approx 782-753 BC)
· Message
· Repent. God will punish, but he will not destroy.
· Major Themes
· Israel’s (Gomer’s) Unfaithfulness
· God’s judgment
· God’s steadfast love
· Unique Features
· Half historical narrative (Jonah)
Background:

· 2 Chron 26-32; 2 Kings 14-18
· Judah: 2 Chron 26:1-15; 27:1-4; 28:1-8
· Israel: 2 Kings 14:23-29; 15:8-31; 17:6-8,13
Judah
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| Judgment Salvation Pattern

Judgment Salvation
1:2-9 1:10-2:1
2:2-13 2:14-3:5
4:1-5:14 5:15-6:3
6:4-11:7 11:8-11

11:12-13:16 chap. 14
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Uzziah (Azariah) 
· Jotham
· Ahaz
· Hezekiah

Israel

· Jeroboam II
· Zechariah

· Shallum

· Menahem

· Pekahiah

· Pekah

· Hoshea
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“Ephraim” – the leading tribe in Israel. Many famous men came from this tribe (Joshua, Samuel, Jeroboam I), and at the time of Hosea the term was a another way of referring to ”Israel,” the northern nation
· Israel = Samaria = Ephraim 
I. History (Ch. 1-3)
A. Punishment Illustrated (1:1-2:1)
· “Take for yourself a wife of harlotry and have children of harlotry, for the land commits flagrant harlotry, forsaking the Lord.” (1:2)
· 1st Child = Jezreel = “God Sows” 

· A city and region in which Jehu began a bloody campaign to become king
· 2nd Child = Lo-ruhamah = “She will not be loved”
· “but I will love the house of Judah and I will save them by YHWH their God.” (1:7)
· 3rd Child = Lo-ammi = “Not my people”
· Promise of Salvation 1:10-2:1
· What is promised?
· What previous promise is this alluding to? (Gen 22:17)
· “And the sons of Judah and the sons of Israel will be gathered together…” (1:11)
· What time period is this referring to? 
· Hosea = ?
· Gomer = ?
· 3 Children = ?
B. Punishment and Restoration Elucidated (2:2-23)

· “And let her put away her harlotry from her face And her adultery from between her breasts, Or I will strip her naked And expose her as on the day when she was born.” (2:2-3)
· She said “I will go after my lovers…” (2:5)
· then she will say “I will go back to my first husband...” (2:7)
· “I will punish her for the days of the Baals... so she forgot me,” declares the Lord. (2:13)
· Restoration promised (2:14-23) *read
· What time period is being described?
C. Restoration Illustrated (3:1-5)

· “Love again a woman... even as the Lord loves the sons of Israel…” (3:1)
· “...an adulteress... though they turn to other gods...” (3:1)
· What two events are verses 4 and 5 referring to? 
II. Prophecy (Ch. 4-14)
A. God’s Case Against Israel (4-5)
· Read 4:12-19; 5:3-6, 15
· Compare to Deut 28-32 (28:15ff; 31:14-22)
B. The Coming Judgment (6-10)
· Read 6:1-3
· What is the response of the people?
· Read 6:4-7 
· What is God’s response?
· What event is 8:9-10 referring to? 
· Read 10:1-8, 15
· What is coming for Israel?
C. God’s Grace (11)
· Read 11:1
· Why the sex switch?
· cf. Matt 2:13-15
· 11:5ff ”He shall not return to the land of Egypt, but Assyria, He will be his king, because they refused to return.” 
· Many of the plurals in the passage are actual masculine singulars. 
D. The Coming Judgment Restated (12-13)
· Read 12:9
· sukkot – Jewish festival (in 2017, Oct 4-11) in which Jews live in temporary dwellings, to commemorate the 40 years wandering. 
· Read 13:1-8
· What is the picture for Israel?
· What three animals are pictured for God’s judgment? Remind you of anything…? 
E. Promises to the Remnant (14)
· Read 14
· Who is God talking to with these promises?
· What does he promise?
