John Newton was born in Wapping, London, in 1725, the son John Newton Sr., a shipmaster in the Mediterranean service. In 1743, while going to visit friends, Newton was captured and pressed into the naval service by the Royal Navy. He became a midshipman aboard HMS Harwich. At one point Newton tried to desert and was punished in front of the crew of 350. Stripped to the waist and tied to the grating, he received a flogging of eight dozen lashes and was reduced to the rank of a common seaman.

Following that disgrace and humiliation, Newton initially contemplated murdering the captain and committing suicide by throwing himself overboard. Later, while Harwich was en route to India, he was transferred to Pegasus, a slave ship bound for West Africa. The ship carried goods to Africa and traded them for slaves to be shipped to the colonies in the Caribbean and North America.

Newton did not get along with the crew of Pegasus. In 1745 they left him in West Africa with Amos Clowe, a slave dealer who made him a house slave. Newton later recounted this period as the time he was "once an infidel and libertine, a servant of slaves in West Africa." Early in 1748 he was rescued by a sea captain who had been asked by Newton's father to search for him, and returned to England on the merchant ship Greyhound.
During his 1748 voyage to England after his rescue, Newton had a spiritual conversion. The ship encountered a severe storm off the coast of Donegal, Ireland and almost sank. Newton marked this experience as the beginning of his conversion to evangelical Christianity.He began to read the Bible and other religious literature. By the time he reached Britain, he had accepted the doctrines of evangelical Christianity. The date was 10 March 1748, an anniversary he marked for the rest of his life. From that point on, he avoided profanity, gambling, and drinking. Although he continued to work in the slave trade, he had gained sympathy for the slaves during his time in Africa. He later said that his true conversion did not happen until some time later: "I cannot consider myself to have been a believer in the full sense of the word, until a considerable time afterwards."
In 1750 Newton married his childhood sweetheart, Mary Catlett, in St. Margaret's Church, Rochester. From 1757 to 1790 he pursued the priesthood and rigorous education in the Christian faith, learning ancient languages and eventually attaining the degree, Doctor of Divinity, and the role of Anglican Priest. As a priest, he befriended many in parliament, including William Wilberforce, leader of the abolitionist campaign in England. Wilberforce credited Newton with being a strong spiritual influence on him who encouraged him to stay in Parliament when he had considered quitting and acted as a form of support during his abolition efforts. 
Newton published the Hymn “Amazing Grace” in 1779, though he wrote it as a sermon illustration in 1773. To this day it is widely regarded the most well-known hymn of all-time, largely because of its memorable tune, powerful emotion, and simple but clear statement of the central doctrines of Christianity, among them, the one mentioned by the Apostle Paul in Ephesians 2:8 “We are saved by grace through faith, not by works of the law.” 
**Taken largely from Wikipedia articles on John Newton and “Amazing Grace” and adapted for these purposes.


