Leviticus – Week 1 - Introduction

Week 1: Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]Week 2: The Sacrificial System and Uncleanness (Chps. 1-15, 17)
Week 3: The Day of Atonement (Chp 16)
Week 4: Separate and Holy (18-22)
Week 5: Celebrations, Ceremonies, Covenants, and Charity (23-27)

The Book of Leviticus-
Date: Between 1446 and 1406 BC probably closer to 1446. 
Author: Moses (Unless you’re a liberal scholar)
Historical/Theological Setting: The Beginning of the Mosaic Law Dispensation.
Theme: Holiness, the Holy God of Israel

Some things to Keep in Mind-
Leviticus …
· Focuses on the duties in the tabernacle and requirements for Israel’s communion with God.
· Is an expansion of the Sinai Covenant (Exodus 20-24, 34:10-35)
· Is to Exodus what the epistles are to the gospels: specific instructions for living in response to a massive historical happening. 
· Tells of only about a 50 day time period, from the erection of the Tabernacle to the departure from Sinai. (Ex 40:17, Num 10:11)
· Was written to Israelites at the conception of their national identity… it won’t make sense if you read it like it’s to you. You have to put yourself in their shoes and draw out the universal principles that apply to all. 

Keys to Leviticus-
Key Word: “Holy”, “Holiness” 152x
Key Verse: 19:2b “You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am Holy.”
Key Chapter: 16 (The Day of Atonement)
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Outline of Leviticus:
I.	The Way of Approach to God by Sacrifice (chaps. 1–16)
A.	The laws concerning sacrifices (chaps. 1–7)
1.	General sacrificial regulations for the people (1:1–6:7)
2.	Additional sacrificial regulations for the priests (6:8–7:38)
B.	The inauguration of the priesthood and sacrificial system (chaps. 8–10)
1.	The ordination of Aaron and his sons (chap. 8)
2.	The commencement of the public sacrificial system (chap. 9)
3.	The consequences of priestly ceremonial deviation (chap. 10)
C.	The laws concerning uncleanness (chaps. 11–15)
1.	The laws of food and clean and unclean animals (chap. 11)
2.	The law of childbirth (chap. 12)
3.	The laws for infectious skin diseases and mildew (chaps. 13–14)
4.	The laws of uncleanness from human discharges (chap. 15)
D.	The law of the Day of Atonement (chap. 16)
1.	Introduction (16:1–2)
2.	The preparation of the high priest and the animals for the ceremonies (16:3–5)
3.	A summary statement of the ceremonies (16:6–10)
4.	A detailed description of the ceremonies (16:11–28)
5.	The institution of the Day of Atonement as an annual ceremony (16:29–34)
II.	The Walk of Holiness before God by Separation (chaps. 17–27)
A.	The laws for sacrifice and eating meat (chap. 17)
1.	Introduction (17:1–2)
2.	The requirement to kill domestic animals at the tabernacle (17:3–7)
3.	The requirement to offer sacrifices at the tabernacle (17:8–9)
4.	The prohibition against eating blood (17:10–12)
5.	The application of these requirements to hunting game (17:13–16)
B.	The laws for covenant morality and nonconformity to pagan practices (chaps. 18–20)
1.	Laws restricting sexual relations (chap. 18)
2.	Laws promoting practical holiness before God and man (chap. 19)
3.	Laws requiring capital punishment (chap. 20)
C.	The laws for priestly and sacrificial holiness (chaps. 21–22)
1.	Personal restriction for priestly service (chap. 21)
2.	Sacrificial regulations for sacred offerings (chap. 22)
D.	The laws concerning the appointed feasts of the Lord (chap. 23)
1.	Introductory command (23:1–4)
2.	The spring festivals (23:5–22)
3.	The fall festivals (23:23–43)
4.	Concluding summary (23:44)
E.	Ceremonial and moral regulations (chap. 24)
1.	The daily and weekly ministry in the Tent of Meeting (24:1–9)
2.	An incident of blasphemy and the divine law based on the case (24:10–23)
F.	The laws concerning special years (chap. 25)
1.	The sabbatical year (25:1–7)
2.	The Year of Jubilee (25:8–55)
G.	The covenant blessings for obedience and curses for disobedience (chap. 26)
1.	Introductory summary of the fundamentals of the Law (26:1–2)
2.	The blessings for obedience (26:3–13)
3.	The curses for disobedience (26:14–45)
4.	Concluding summary (26:46)
H.	The law of vows, gifts, and tithes (chap. 27)
1.	Vows pertaining to people and animals (27:1–13)
2.	Dedication of houses and lands (27:14–25)
3.	Other dues and gifts (27:26–33)
4.	Conclusion (27:34)
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