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Covenants, and Charity (23-27)

Week 1: Introduction
Week 2: The Sacrificial System and Uncleanness (Chps. 1-15, 17)
Week 3: The Day of Atonement (Chp 16)
Week 4: Separate and Holy (18-22)
Week 5: Celebrations, Ceremonies, Covenants, and Charity (23-27)


Chapter 23: Feasts
1. Sabbath (weekly) (v. 3)
- Every 7th day
- takes place in all dwelling places

2. Passover (yearly) (vv. 4-8)
Nisan 14 at twilight, 15th is feast of unleavened bread.- 7 days following Passover you eat unleavened bread. First and last day – no work.

3. First Fruits (yearly) (vv. 9-14)
Sheaf of first fruits to priest. He waves it, then sacrifice a lamb. Don’t eat any grain until you’ve made the offering.

4. Weeks (yearly)	(vv. 15-22)
Aka pentecost (fiftieth) 50 days after first fruits, i.e. end of harvest season. One day of celebration, feasting and lots of sacrifices.


5. Trumpets (yearly) (vv. 23-25)
A day of rest with a food offering.

6. Atonement (yearly) (vv. 26-32)
The day of atonement we know. See chapter 16 for details. The people are supposed to “afflict themselves”

7. Booths (yearly) (vv. 33-44)
Aka tabernacles. 1 week long, 15th day of tishri. The people would live in small tents for the whole week to commemorate the exodus.




Chapter 24: Ceremonies and Unceremonious Behavior
· Lamps: olive Oil brought from people to keep the lamps in the holy place burning constantly
· Bread: 12 loaves per week, 6 in each pile
· Blasphemy : the punishment for blasphemy is stoning, and the justification is remarkably close to hammurabi’s code. Eye for eye, tooth for tooth. 

Hamurabi’s Code Stele-
Written as early as 1750BC, picture depicts chemosh, Hammurabi king of Babylon receiving the law in picture. Depicts divine authority, divine rule and specific laws all with specific punishments. 
Was Leviticus based on Hammurabi’s code? Did the Isarelites know of hammurabi’s code?





Chapter 25: Charity 
· The Sabbath Year (vv. 1-7)
Every seven years the Israelites weren’t to work the land, and anything that grew was for the poor and slaves and sojourners. (dust bowl in 1930’s from overworking)

· Year of Jubilee (vv. 8-55)
Every fifty years (7, 7s) was a year of jubilee when debts were forgiven, property was given back to those who had sold it, slaves released, etc. 

Chapter 26: Blessings and Curses
Blessings (vv. 1-13)
Steady seasons, peace in the land, no battles, victory in battle, multiply you, I will dwell with you

Curses (vv. 14-46)
Disease, famine, loss in battle, sevenfold for repeated sins, no safety, canabalism, ignore your sacrifices,  Sum up: Life will suck. 

Chapter 27: Laws about Vows
[bookmark: _GoBack]Different limitations about when a vow is made. See Jephthah and Hannah for famous vows under the law. 


Application:
What does this teach you about God, Israel, or man?



How does this affect your daily life?



What are some of the things you’ve done this week that would have been severely punished in Ancient Israel?



What has changed between then and now, why has it changed, and how should you respond to that change?



Will you?

Reflections on Leviticus:
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