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Week 1: Introduction
Week 2: The Sacrificial System and Uncleanness (Chps. 1-15, 17)
Week 3: The Day of Atonement (Chp 16)
Week 4: Separate and Holy (18-22)
Week 5: Celebrations, Ceremonies, Covenants, and Charity (23-27)

Chapters 18-20:
· Arranged similar to Suzerain Vassal Treaty
· Preamble (18:1-2)
· Historical Prologue (18:3-5)
· Listing of Requirements (18:6-19:36)
· Curses and Blessings (20:1-27)
· Other Literary Organizational Methods Present (*see “Chapter 19”)
· Note the periodic repetition of the reasons for these laws “Be holy for I, the LORD your God am holy” and the shorter “I am the LORD, your God.”

Groups of Laws:
1. Laws on Sex/Incest (18:6-23; 20:10-21)


People not to have any kind of sexual interaction with-
Any blood relatives (18:6)
Your father (18:7)
Your mother (18:7)
Your stepmother (18:8) 
Your sister (20:17; 18:9) 
Your stepsister (20:17; 18:9) 
Your sister-in-law (20:21; 18:11, 16)
Your granddaughter (18:10)
Your aunt by blood (20:19; 18:12-13)
Your uncle by blood (18:14)
Your aunt by marriage (20:20; 18:14)
Your Daughter-in-law (18:15)
A woman with her daughter or granddaughter (18:17)
A woman and her sister (18:18)
A woman and her mother (20:14)
A menstruating woman (20:18; 18:19)
Your neighbor’s wife (18:20)
Your same sex (18:22)
Animals (20:15-16; 18:23) 
Anyone you’re not married to (20:10) 


2. Laws on Worshipping Other Gods (20:1-9)
- Molech was a Canaanite God 
- Particularly important God to Ammonites 
- Child sacrifice was an integral part of Molech worship
- Not much else is known about Molech

3. Laws Mirroring The Ten Commandments (19:1-17)
	Ten Commandments
	Leviticus 19

	I & II : No Other Gods & No Idols
	v. 4- Don't turn to Idols, I am the LORD

	III: Don't Misuse the Lord's Name
	v. 12- Don't misuse my name

	IV & V: Remember Sabbath & Honor Parents
	v. 3- revere father and mother, keep Sabbath

	VI: Don't Murder
	v. 16- Don't stand against the blood of your neighbor

	VII: Don't Sleep With People You're Not Married To
	v. 29- Don't make your children prostitutes

	VIII & IX: Don't Steal & Don't Bear False Witness (Lie)
	v. 11-16- don't steal, don't lie to one another

	X: Don't Covet
	v. 18- Love your neighbor as yourself


4. General Miscellaneous Laws (19:19-36)
- Mostly cultural Set Apartness Laws
- These laws were written primarily as direct counter culture measures


Chapter 19:
This chapter most clearly reflects Both God’s character and God’s purpose for his laws. 
It can be organized in three groups, characterized by the phrase “I am the Lord, (your God)” repeated in each group. The repetitions are 4, 4, and 8. The first group addresses Religious Obligation, the second, Loving your Neighbor, and the third, Counter-culture Practices. This is merely another way to organize the material in these chapters.

Chapters 21&22: Rules for Priestly holiness 
· Priests were given a myriad of instructions
· These were extra rules and they were required to follow the other laws as well
· Interesting Notes:
· Priests were permitted to marry
· Priests weren’t permitted to contact anything dead, with some exceptions
· Priests needed to be in peak physical condition, no disabilities
· The priestly laws were instituted to keep priests pure and moderately acceptable to be God’s representatives on earth

Application:
What does this teach us about God, Israel, humanity, and/or sin?
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Why do you think God gave them these laws?




Does God approve of slavery since he had many laws regulating it?





How can you apply what you’ve learned about Israel in these chapters?



Notes:
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