WEEK 11: AFTER THESE THINGS: FOLLOWING THE TRIBULATION (19:6-22:21)

-Summary of events Chapter 19-
	What seems like a multitude of voices rejoice over the marriage of the Lamb to his church. John mistakenly tries to worship the angel delivering this message, but he is corrected. Then John sees Jesus’ return to earth with his army. He rides on a white horse, with a robe dipped in blood, and other spectacular descriptions of his adornments follow. An angel then calls on the birds of the air to eat the flesh of all types of men. The beast and the false prophet (the anti-Christ and the second beast) are captured and thrown into the lake of fire.

-Rider on a White Horse-
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-The Marriage-
Who is the bride? The raptured church. This is not just anyone who has become a believer up until this point. The raptured church are the only believers who are bestowed the honor of being made one flesh with Christ through marriage. Other views say that this is all believing saints, or that it includes the martyrs of the tribulation period. Both are unlikely because this occurs prior to both the second and the first resurrection, which are set aside for these two people groups respectively. 
Who is invited to the supper? It is unclear. It may be that those believers who are living at the end of the tribulation partake in this supper. All other possible groups, OT saints, martyred tribulation believers, etc, are less likely because they have yet to be resurrected. Also, Matt 24:27-31 says that the son of man will gather his elect together at the end of the tribulation. It is possible that these living elect will be gathered for just this purpose. This also could be a description of the 1st resurrection or of the rapture, depending on your view of these events. 





-Summary of Events Chapter 20-
	Chapter 20 continues the narrative by describing an angel coming down from heaven and locking Satan into the bottomless pit which we saw earlier in Chapter 9. He is bound for 1,000 years after which, he must be released for a little while. John then describes the first resurrection, those believers who were killed during the tribulation period. Those people who are in the first resurrection will reign with Christ for 1,000 years. Then John describes what happens at the end of the 1,000 years. Satan will be released and gather up an army of those left on the earth who do not follow Christ and will be about to make an attack on Jerusalem, when they will be consumed with fire from heaven. The Devil is then thrown into the lake of fire where the beast and false prophet were and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. After that, the Great White Throne Judgment occurs. The rest of mankind is resurrected (the second resurrected) and judged by either what is written in “the book of life” or “the books.” Anyone found unworthy is thrown into the lake of fire as their eternal punishment. 

-Millennial Views-
Premillennial- The view that we are not currently living in the 1,000 years described in Rev 20. It is a literal 1,000 years that all takes place in the future, after the tribulation.
Postmillennial- The view that the earth will slowly get better and slip into the millennium. Christ rules with those from the first resurrection spiritually from heaven through the Church. We may or may not currently be living in the 1,000 years, but we won’t know when the clock will start, only that when it ends, Satan will be released and the GWTJ will happen as described. 
Amillennial- The view that we are currently living in the 1,000 years, but that it is not a literal 1,000 years. It means simply a long time and Christ is reigning from heaven through the Church. Satan is currently bound, and has been since the destruction of the temple in 70AD. Amillennialists are, by necessity, preterists, saying that the events of Revelation occurred in AD 70 and that Nero was the anti-Christ. 

-The Millennium-
Facts from the chapter:
· described as “1,000 years” 5 times
· Satan is bound in the bottomless pit
· The first resurrection precedes it 
· Those in the first resurrection lived for “1,000 years”
· Those in the first resurrection “reigned with Christ”
· Those in the first resurrection are exempt from the second death
· Satan is released at the end of “the 1,000 years”

-The 1st and 2nd Resurrection Comparison-
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1st Resurrection:
· Those who were killed in the tribulation;
Those who abstained from the beast’s mark
· Before the millennium
· No judgment after resurrection

2nd Resurrection:
· All the dead from all ages;
The entirety of mankind


· After the millennium
· GWTJ after resurrection



-The Great White Throne Judgment-
To this judgment go all of those people who were in the second resurrection. The people are judged by one of two things, either the book of life, or the books. If their name is in the book of life, they are spared (we assume) but if their name is not found there, then “the books” are opened and they are judged by what is written in there. It is safe to assume that the sins of humanity are listed in these books and people are judged according to these sins, based on Rev 20:13. 
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- Summary of Events Chapters 21 and 22-
[bookmark: _GoBack]	God brings down a new heaven and new earth, and reaffirms his decision to banish the immoral to the lake of fire. Then another angel from the bowl judgments takes John into a final vision where he sees the new Jerusalem, the city foursquare, the holy city. This is what most people mean when they say “heaven” whether they realize it or not. John sees a lot of stuff that relates to Israel and the 12 tribes and he sees that man gets to dwell with God. God lights the city through the Lamb and nothing unclean will ever enter this city. John reaffirms that he wrote the book of Revelation. He tries to worship another Angel and the angel tells him to knock it off. The Angel then tells him to share this writing with everyone and that Jesus is coming back soon. The book concludes with a warning, a praise and an Amen. 

-Final Revelation Applications-
1. Remember the sovereignty of God. He wins. He’s right. He’s just in what he does.
2. Worship God. All throughout we have seen God worshiped in the midst of his wrath.
3. Evangelize. This book details what awaits those in both camps: God’s chosen and everyone else.
4. Answer questions. Now that you know what’s actually in this book, clear up the confusion for those who ask.
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