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THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST
12 Week Study
Information assembled by: Stephen Curto

WEEK 1: INTRODUCTORY MATERIAL and CHAPTER 1

Title: The Revelation of Jesus Christ
· Not John’s Revelation
· Not Revelations…
· It unveils the final phase of Christ’s redemptive program.
· It was a single vision

Authorship: The Apostle John
· Close Friend of Jesus
· “The Disciple Whom Jesus Loved”
· Wrote 5 Canonical books (John’s Gospel, 1, 2 & 3 John, Revelation)
· Why? named 5 times in the book (1:1, 4, 9; 21:2; 22:8)
· Strong External evidence. All the early church fathers accepted Johannine Authorship

Written From: John’s exile on the Island of Patmos (v.1:9)

Date: Early Date: 65 AD? 
Put forth by preterists, who claim the book already happened in AD 70 at the fall of Rome
Unlikely because of Ephesus’ change and Lack of early Church Father support
	Late Date: 95 AD
		More Likely date of book
		Ephesus’ change of heart 
[bookmark: _GoBack]		Strong Early church Father Support 
“But if it had been necessary to announce his name plainly at the present time, it would have been spoken by him who saw the apocalypse. For it was not seen long ago, but almost in our own time, at the end of the reign of Domitian.” – St. Irenaeus Against Heresies 5.30.3
 
Purpose: To comfort the oppressed Churches of Asia Minor and a stimulus to them by reminding them of God’s future conquest, punishment of evil, and blessings for righteousness.

Message: God Wins. 


-Outline of the Book (basic structure from Rev 1:19)-
Seen (ch 1)
Are (ch 2-3) 
After these Things (ch 4-22)
	Heavenly Scene (ch 4-5)
	Tribulation (ch 6-19)
	Events following the tribulation (ch 20-22)

-Extra Outline Information-
5 Non-Chronological Parenthetical Insertions
· 144,000 Jews (ch 7)
· Announcement of no more delay and the two witnesses (10:1-11:14)
· Israel’s flight, two beasts, six scenes of hope (12-14)
· Gathering of the nations at Armageddon (16:13-16)
· Babylon’s Fall (17:1-19:6)

-Our 11 Week Schedule-
1. Overview/Outline of Book/"Things That are Seen" (Ch. 1)
2. "Things that Are" (Ch. 2-3)
3. After these Things: Heavenly Scene (Ch 4-5)
4. After these Things: Seal Judgments (Ch 6 and 8:1-5)
5. 1st Non-Chronological Parenthetical Insertion: 144,000 Jews (Ch 7)
6. After these Things: Trumpet Judgments ( Ch 8-9 and 11:15-19)
7. 2nd N-C P I: Angel’s Announcement and Two Witnesses (Ch 10-11:14)
8. 3rd N-C P I: Israel’s Flight, Two Beasts, 6 Scenes of Hope (Ch 12-14)
9. After these Things: Bowl Judgments (Ch 15-16:12 and 16:17-21)
	- 4th N-C P I: Gathering of the nations at Armageddon (16:13-16)
10. 5th N-C P I: Babylon’s Fall (Ch 17-19:5)
11. After these Things: Events Following the Tribulation (19:6-22:21)

-Timeline of Events in Revelation-
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-Terminology-

Tribulation: The tribulation refers to the Seven year period that precedes Christ’s return to Earth. It is this period that gets the bulk of the attention in the book of Revelation. It is mentioned in many of the prophets, most notably in Daniel’s “70 weeks” prophecy, found in Dan 9:24-27.

Seals: the first set of seven judgments that are unleashed by God upon the world. They are set loose by the action of breaking seven seals on a scroll that Jesus, “the Lamb” is worthy to open. 

Trumpets: the second set of seven judgments unleashed by God upon the world. They are set loose by the blowing of trumpets by angels in heaven.

Bowls: the third set of seven judgments, set loose by the “pouring out” from a bowl held by angels in heaven. 

Rapture: the supernatural removal of the universal church from earth. Spoken about most clearly in 1 Thess 4 and 1 Cor 15. Many things can be said about the rapture, but in short is the evacuation of the elect from earth. We will “be caught up” with the resurrected believers from the Church age “in the clouds” and “meet the Lord in the air.” The word rapture does not appear in the bible, but it does comes from the latin word rapere which was used to translate the greek word harpazo which means “caught up by force” or “seized”. Harpazo does appear in the greek text in both 1 Thess 4 and 1 Cor 15. 

Second Coming (2nd Advent): Different from the rapture, this is the time when Christ returns to bring an end to the tribulation period, riding on a white horse, and ushers in his earthly kingdom. Spoken of in Rev 19:11-21

Millennial Kingdom: The thousand-year kingdom the Christ will establish on earth. Much debate is had about this kingdom, and the different views will be addressed. NWBC holds to a Premillennial view and a literal thousand year reign. This Thousand-year-long kingdom is described in Rev 20:1-10

Great White Throne Judgment (GWTJ): The judgment at the end of the millennial kingdom. This is what is called in common terms “judgment day.” This is when every human being will be judged by God based on his actions. Each human will be judged by either “the book of life” or “the books”. It is based on this judgment that people are cast into the lake of fire, or hell. The GWTJ is spoken of in Rev 20:11-15.

Lake of Fire (Hell): A place described as “burning with sulfur” where Satan, “the false prophet”, and “the beast”, will be “tormented day and night forever and ever.” It is here that Death, Hades, and all non-believers will be cast after the GWTJ. This is a different place than “Hades” and it is also known as the “second death.”

Eternal State: The age, after the GWTJ and the passing away of the earth, in which a “new heaven” and “new earth” will come into existence. There will be a city with no night in which God and Jesus will dwell with man. The city foursquare, will be 12,000 stadia (about 1,380 miles) long and wide. This city is what most people mean when they refer to “heaven.” They are actually referring to a literal place in which God and man will reside, but it is different than the “heaven” that now exists. This age and city are described in Rev 21-22. 

Bema Seat: The “Judgment seat” for believers. Little is known about this, but it is understood that it will be a judgment that takes place, probably in heaven just after the rapture, in which believers will receive extra rewards, or “crowns”, based on their good works. It is mentioned most clearly in Rom 14:10-11 and 2 Cor 5:9-10. Other key verses that talk of “rewards” for believers are 1 Cor. 3:11-15; 1 John 2:28; Rev. 3:11-12

Plain, Literal, Grammatical-Historical Interpretation: The system of interpreting the bible that takes it at it’s word and tries to interpret the bible as closely to the original intent of the writers. It does not mean a rejection of figurative language. It uses principles of language to read the bible in a normal, non-mystical, way to try and understand the authors original intent. 

Pre-trib, mid-trib, post trib: Different views on when the rapture will take place in relation to the tribulation, before, during, or after respectively. NWBC’s viewpoint is Pre-trib. 

Non-Chronological Parenthetical Insertion: there are five of these in the book of revelation. They are a break from the action in which the author draws attention to a different event outside the events of the tribulation. Some of these are looks back in time before the tribulation, some are looks forward after the tribulation, and some are looks at things that are happening at the same time in heaven while the tribulation is happening on earth. They are like a lunch break on a hiking trail up a mountain, during which one might look back at the trail they have walked or the scene from their current location on the mountain. 














-Summary of Interpretive Methods-

Preterism: The view that the events of this book already happened. Preterists are also always postmillennial or amillennial and interpret the thousand year reign of Christ metaphorically, not literally. Noted Preterists are R.C. Sproul, Hugo Grotius, Thomas Hayne, N.T. Wright. 

Historicism: The view that the events of this book are being fulfilled by different events in history such as the black plague, the holocaust, the fall of Rome, etc. Few scholars hold the historic position today, but it was popular particularly in the early reformation. Noted Historicists are Martin Luther, Joseph Mede, Isaac Newton, William Miller. 

Idealism: The view that the events in this book are all symbols to reflect the spiritual battle going on between God and Satan. None of the events are literal geographical or historical events, they are symbols of spiritual interactions. Noted Idealists are Origen, F.D. Maurice, and Karl Barth.

Futurism: The view that the events of this book have not yet happen but will happen in the future. Most Futurists are premillennialists as well, but some are not. They generally hold to literal interpretations of Revelation. This is the view taken by NWBC and the view that will be taught in this series. Noted Futurists are John Walvoord, Charles Ryrie, Francis Chafer, Norman Geisler, John MacArthur, and Dwight Pentecost. 

Eclecticism: The view that the events of the book are a mix of the other four views. This is the “eat your cake and have it” view that picks and chooses what it likes to attribute to historical events and what it says will happen in the future. Eclectics often do not hold to a consistent hermeneutic. Noted Eclectics are George Ladd, Gregory Beale, and Grant Osborne.

-Rapture Views-

Pre-tribulation- the rapture will happen before the tribulation.
Mid-tribulation- the rapture will happen at the midpoint of the tribulation. (3and1/2 years in)
Post-tribulation- the rapture will happen after the tribulation, just before the second advent.
Pre-Wrath – the rapture will happen after the halfway point but before “God’s Wrath” is poured out 
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