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WEEK 4: AFTER THESE THINGS: SEAL JUDGMENTS (Ch 6 and 8:1-5)

-Summary of Events-
	This section describes the first (of three) sets-of-seven-judgments from God that are unleashed onto humanity. This is what starts the clock on Daniel’s 70 week prophecy to fulfill the final “week” (or set of seven years.) In this section, Jesus begins breaking the seals on the scroll he took from the hand of God and with each seal, a new event occurs, in short, the world starts going haywire. 


-The Seven Seal Judgments-
1. Antichrist: “Come”; White horse, rider carries a bow; begins conquering’ given a crown
2. War: “Come”; Red horse, remove peace from earth, given a sword
3. Famine: “Come”; Black horse, rider carries a set of scales; a voice from the 4 creatures
4. Death: “Come”; Pale horse, rider is death and hades; kill ¼ earth; 
5. Martyrdom: Souls of the slain are clothed and told to wait
6. Day of Divine Wrath: Earthquake, Sun blacked out, red moon, stars fall, sky vanishes, everyone hides and prays for death.
- - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - 
7. Silence: Silence for half an hour, 7 angels appear with trumpets, Angel with incense and prayers who throws fire onto earth, another earthquake 


-The 4 Horsemen-
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-Daniel’s 70 Weeks Prophecy (Dan 9:24-27)-
24"Seventy weeks have been decreed for your people and your holy city, to finish the transgression, to make an end of sin, to make atonement for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy place. 25So you are to know and discern that from the issuing of a decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince there will be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; it will be built again, with plaza and moat, even in times of distress. 26Then after the sixty-two weeks the Messiah will be cut off and have nothing, and the people of the prince who is to come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. And its end will come with a flood; even to the end there will be war; desolations are determined. 27And he will make a firm covenant with the many for one week, but in the middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on the wing of abominations will come one who makes desolate, even until a complete destruction, one that is decreed, is poured out on the one who makes desolate."
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-The Four Horsemen-
White horse and rider: usually interpreted as the antichrist (the “Prince who is to come” from Daniel) who makes a peace treaty with Israel and half way through the tribulation desecrates the temple. The only rider commonly taken to be a literal person/human. This interpretation is debated and some say it is a peaceful true minister of the gospel. This second interpretation is weak because the rider came to conquer, not minister. 
Red horse and rider: War. This rider, whether literal or figurative starts a war on earth. 
Black horse and rider: Famine. This rider, nearly always taken figuratively, ushers in a famine as evidenced by the voice from within the four creatures.
Pale horse and rider: Death. This rider is nearly always taken figuratively and is death. ¼ of the population of the earth die from various causes brought about by the rider. 

-Terminology-

The Four Horses and their Riders: Lots of symbolic language and common symbols in biblical times leave this passage wide open to interpretation. What is clear is that these four horsemen (and the three other seals) bring a lot of pain upon the world. By the end of the first 6 seals, a quarter of the earth has died, there have been earthquakes, and most of the universe has begun to be rearranged. There are different interpretations as to whether these are literal horses and literal people, or symbols/metaphors. It is up to the reader to decide and not be dogmatic on unnecessary points.  *see above for specific horsemen breakdown.

“A quart of wheat for a denarius…” : in biblical times a denarius was a day’s wages and a quart of wheat or barley is equal to one meals worth, without the essentials like oil or wine to accessorize and make a complete meal. The voice is saying that during this time of war on the earth, one day of work will get you a loaf of bread and nothing else. It will be a time of great hunger. 

“Those who had been slain for the word…” : To the pretribulationalist, these are the souls of people who came to faith in Christ during the tribulation up to this point and were killed for their faith during the war and famine and reign of the antichrist. This is pieced together because of a pretrib rapture (which means they can’t be church age saints) and the fact that they ask for vengeance on their killers who dwell on the earth. Since it’s clear that the tribulation has already started, and their killers are still living during the tribulation, it makes sense that these are believers who were killed during the tribulation, but after the rapture. The pre-wrath, mid, and post tribulationalists says that these are church age martyrs who have not yet been raptured. 

Sun became as black:  the sun went dark

Moon became like blood: the moon turned red.

Stars fell to the earth: either a meteor shower or the stars began disappearing, possibly related to the vanishing sky.

Sky vanished: either the sky went dark, so you couldn’t see anything on the horizon, or something else that I can’t picture… the sky disappeared.

-Application-
1. Fear God.  (1 Peter 2:17)
2. Be motivated to evangelize. (Matt 28)
3. Pray for the lost to come to faith in Jesus. (1 Tim 2:4) 
[bookmark: _GoBack]- These three applications can be seen through most of revelation. Remember them! 
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