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THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST
11 Week Study
Information assembled by: Stephen Curto

WEEK 1: INTRODUCTORY MATERIAL and CHAPTER 1

Title: The Revelation of Jesus Christ
· Not John’s Revelation
· Not Revelations…
· It unveils the final phase of Christ’s redemptive program.
· It was a single vision

Authorship: The Apostle John
· Close Friend of Jesus
· “The Disciple Whom Jesus Loved”
· Wrote 5 Canonical books (John’s Gospel, 1, 2 & 3 John, Revelation)
· Why? named 5 times in the book (1:1, 4, 9; 21:2; 22:8)
· Strong External evidence. All the early church fathers accepted Johannine Authorship

Written From: John’s exile on the Island of Patmos (v.1:9)

Date: Early Date: 65 AD? 
Put forth by preterists, who claim the book already happened in AD 70 at the fall of Rome
Unlikely because of Ephesus’ change and Lack of early Church Father support
	Late Date: 95 AD
		More Likely date of book
		Ephesus’ change of heart 
		Strong Early church Father Support 
“But if it had been necessary to announce his name plainly at the present time, it would have been spoken by him who saw the apocalypse. For it was not seen long ago, but almost in our own time, at the end of the reign of Domitian.” – St. Irenaeus Against Heresies 5.30.3
 
Purpose: To comfort the oppressed Churches of Asia Minor and a stimulus to them by reminding them of God’s future conquest, punishment of evil, and blessings for righteousness.

Message: God Wins. 


-Outline of the Book (basic structure from Rev 1:19)-
Seen (ch 1)
Are (ch 2-3) 
After these Things (ch 4-22)
	Heavenly Scene (ch 4-5)
	Tribulation (ch 6-19)
	Events following the tribulation (ch 20-22)

-Extra Outline Information-
5 Non-Chronological Parenthetical Insertions (lunch breaks)
· 144,000 Jews (ch 7)
· Announcement of no more delay and the two witnesses (10:1-11:14)
· Israel’s flight, two beasts, six scenes of hope (12-14)
· Gathering of the nations at Armageddon (16:13-16)
· Babylon’s Fall (17:1-19:6)

-Our 11 Week Schedule-
1. Overview/Outline of Book/"Things That are Seen" (Ch. 1)
2. "Things that Are" (Ch. 2-3)
3. After these Things: Heavenly Scene (Ch 4-5)
4. After these Things: Seal Judgments (Ch 6 and 8:1-5)
5. 1st Non-Chronological Parenthetical Insertion: 144,000 Jews (Ch 7)
6. After these Things: Trumpet Judgments ( Ch 8-9 and 11:15-19)
7. 2nd N-C P I: Angel’s Announcement and Two Witnesses (Ch 10-11:14)
8. 3rd N-C P I: Israel’s Flight, Two Beasts, 6 Scenes of Hope (Ch 12-14)
9. After these Things: Bowl Judgments (Ch 15-16:12 and 16:17-21)
	- 4th N-C P I: Gathering of the nations at Armageddon (16:13-16)
10. 5th N-C P I: Babylon’s Fall (Ch 17-19:5)
11. After these Things: Events Following the Tribulation (19:6-22:21)

-Timeline of Events in Revelation-
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-Terminology-

Tribulation: The tribulation refers to the Seven year period that precedes Christ’s return to Earth. It is this period that gets the bulk of the attention in the book of Revelation. It is mentioned in many of the prophets, most notably in Daniel’s “70 weeks” prophecy, found in Dan 9:24-27.

Seals: the first set of seven judgments that are unleashed by God upon the world. They are set loose by the action of breaking seven seals on a scroll that Jesus, “the Lamb” is worthy to open. 

Trumpets: the second set of seven judgments unleashed by God upon the world. They are set loose by the blowing of trumpets by angels in heaven.

Bowls: the third set of seven judgments, set loose by the “pouring out” from a bowl held by angels in heaven. 

Rapture: the supernatural removal of the universal church from earth. Spoken about most clearly in 1 Thess 4 and 1 Cor 15. Many things can be said about the rapture, but in short is the evacuation of the elect from earth. We will “be caught up” with the resurrected believers from the Church age “in the clouds” and “meet the Lord in the air.” The word rapture does not appear in the bible, but it does comes from the latin word rapere which was used to translate the greek word harpazo which means “caught up by force” or “seized”. Harpazo does appear in the greek text in both 1 Thess 4 and 1 Cor 15. 

Second Coming (2nd Advent): Different from the rapture, this is the time when Christ returns to bring an end to the tribulation period, riding on a white horse, and ushers in his earthly kingdom. Spoken of in Rev 19:11-21

Millennial Kingdom: The thousand-year kingdom the Christ will establish on earth. Much debate is had about this kingdom, and the different views will be addressed. NWBC holds to a Premillennial view and a literal thousand year reign. This Thousand-year-long kingdom is described in Rev 20:1-10

Great White Throne Judgment (GWTJ): The judgment at the end of the millennial kingdom. This is what is called in common terms “judgment day.” This is when every human being will be judged by God based on his actions. Each human will be judged by either “the book of life” or “the books”. It is based on this judgment that people are cast into the lake of fire, or hell. The GWTJ is spoken of in Rev 20:11-15.

Lake of Fire (Hell): A place described as “burning with sulfur” where Satan, “the false prophet”, and “the beast”, will be “tormented day and night forever and ever.” It is here that Death, Hades, and all non-believers will be cast after the GWTJ. This is a different place than “Hades” and it is also known as the “second death.”

Eternal State: The age, after the GWTJ and the passing away of the earth, in which a “new heaven” and “new earth” will come into existence. There will be a city with no night in which God and Jesus will dwell with man. The city foursquare, will be 12,000 stadia (about 1,380 miles) long and wide. This city is what most people mean when they refer to “heaven.” They are actually referring to a literal place in which God and man will reside, but it is different than the “heaven” that now exists. This age and city are described in Rev 21-22. 

Bema Seat: The “Judgment seat” for believers. Little is known about this, but it is understood that it will be a judgment that takes place, probably in heaven just after the rapture, in which believers will receive extra rewards, or “crowns”, based on their good works. It is mentioned most clearly in Rom 14:10-11 and 2 Cor 5:9-10. Other key verses that talk of “rewards” for believers are 1 Cor. 3:11-15; 1 John 2:28; Rev. 3:11-12

Plain, Literal, Grammatical-Historical Interpretation: The system of interpreting the bible that takes it at it’s word and tries to interpret the bible as closely to the original intent of the writers. It does not mean a rejection of figurative language. It uses principles of language to read the bible in a normal, non-mystical, way to try and understand the authors original intent. 

Pre-trib, mid-trib, post trib: Different views on when the rapture will take place in relation to the tribulation, before, during, or after respectively. NWBC’s viewpoint is Pre-trib. 

Non-Chronological Parenthetical Insertion: there are five of these in the book of revelation. They are a break from the action in which the author draws attention to a different event outside the events of the tribulation. Some of these are looks back in time before the tribulation, some are looks forward after the tribulation, and some are looks at things that are happening at the same time in heaven while the tribulation is happening on earth. They are like a lunch break on a hiking trail up a mountain, during which one might look back at the trail they have walked or the scene from their current location on the mountain. 
















-Summary of Interpretive Methods-

Preterism: The view that the events of this book already happened. Preterists are also always postmillennial or amillennial and interpret the thousand year reign of Christ metaphorically, not literally. Noted Preterists are R.C. Sproul, Hugo Grotius, Thomas Hayne, N.T. Wright. 

Historicism: The view that the events of this book are being fulfilled by different events in history such as the black plague, the holocaust, the fall of Rome, etc. Few scholars hold the historic position today, but it was popular particularly in the early reformation. Noted Historicists are Martin Luther, Joseph Mede, Isaac Newton, William Miller. 

Idealism: The view that the events in this book are all symbols to reflect the spiritual battle going on between God and Satan. None of the events are literal geographical or historical events, they are symbols of spiritual interactions. Noted Idealists are Origen, F.D. Maurice, and Karl Barth.

Futurism: The view that the events of this book have not yet happen but will happen in the future. Most Futurists are premillennialists as well, but some are not. They generally hold to literal interpretations of Revelation. This is the view taken by NWBC and the view that will be taught in this series. Noted Futurists are John Walvoord, Charles Ryrie, Francis Chafer, Norman Geisler, John MacArthur, and Dwight Pentecost. 

Eclecticism: The view that the events of the book are a mix of the other four views. This is the “eat your cake and have it” view that picks and chooses what it likes to attribute to historical events and what it says will happen in the future. Eclectics often do not hold to a consistent hermeneutic. Noted Eclectics are George Ladd, Gregory Beale, and Grant Osborne.

-Rapture Views-

Pre-tribulation- the rapture will happen before the tribulation.
Mid-tribulation- the rapture will happen at the midpoint of the tribulation. (3and1/2 years in)
Post-tribulation- the rapture will happen after the tribulation, just before the second advent.
Pre-Wrath – the rapture will happen after the halfway point but before “God’s Wrath” is poured out 






WEEK 2: "THINGS THAT ARE" (CH. 2-3)

-The Pattern of Each Letter-
· Destination
· Description of Christ (usually from Rev 1)
· Commendation
· Rebuke
· Exhortation to change
· Consequence
· Exhortation to listen
· Promise to over comers from Rev 21–22
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-Description of Christ (Rev 1:13-18)-
13 and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest. 14 The hairs of his head were white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire,15 his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many waters. 16 In his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun shining in full strength. 17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, 18and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades. 

- Literal View-
	Church
	Christ
	Praise
	Rebuke
	Change
	Promise

	Ephesus
	Holds, walks among churches
	Deeds, toil, endurance, discern
	Left 1st love
	Recall, repent, repeat
	Tree of life

	Smyrna
	1st/last,
dead/alive
	Poverty, 
trib., persecut.
	None
	No fear
persec, 
faithful
	2nd death, crown of life, *Crowns Chart below

	Pergamum
	Sword
	Kept the faith
	Balaam, 
Nicolaitan
	Attack from sword
	Stone, manna,
Name

	Thyatira
	Eyes, feet
	Deeds more than at 1st
	Jezebel
	Hold fast
	Authority,
morning
star

	Sardis
	Seven spirits
	Some unsoiled
	Dead
	Wake up
	Clothed, confessed, book of life

	Philadelphia
	David’s
key
	Endured,
little power
	None
	Hold fast
	Pillar,
Names, kept from Trib.

	Laodicea
	Amen,
Faithful, true, creator
	None
	Lukewarm
self-sufficient
	Open 
door to Christ
	Christ’s
throne





-Historico-Prophetic View of Churches-
	Church
	Scripture
	Era
	Years AD

	Ephesus
	2:1-7
	Apostolic
	33–64

	Smyrna
	2:8-11
	Persecuted
	64–313

	Pergamum
	2:12-17
	Church/state union
	313–606

	Thyatira
	2:18-29
	Middle Ages
	606–1520

	Sardis
	3:1-6
	Reformation
	1520–1750

	Philadelphia
	3:7-13
	Missionary
	1750–1900

	Laodicea
	3:14-22
	Modern
	1900–present



-Problems with Historico-Prophetic View-
· It messes with the doctrine of Imminence
· It is ethnocentric (evaluating other peoples and cultures according to the standards of one's own culture)
· It does not neatly fit church History
· It uses allegorical interpretation

 *   -Scriptures 5 Crowns-
	Scripture
	Title
	Rewarded for…

	1 Cor 9:24-27
	Incorruptible crown
	Gaining mastery over the old man

	1 Thess 2:19-20
	Crown of rejoicing
	Soul winning

	Jas 1:12; Rev 2:10
	Crown of life
	Enduring trials

	1 Pet 5:2-4
	Crown of glory
	Shepherding God’s people

	2 Tim 4:8
	Crown of righteousness
	Longing for His appearing












-About the Cities-
Ephesus – “Permitted” Known for its temple to Artemis, Church: had timothy as pastor, founded by Paul on 2nd missionary journey, had 5 NT books addressed to them.
Smyrna – “myrrh” Center for trade and commerce and arts. Not much is known about the church or the city. 
Pergamum – “Height or Elevation” A major city known for the temple of Aesculapius and the invention and manufacture of parchment. 
Thyatira – “Odor or Affliction” A colony of Macedonian Greeks. Made their living by the trade of arts and by dyeing things purple, the color of royalty
Sardis – “Red Ones” The capital of Lydia. Once a luxurious city, now an obscure village with extensive ruins. 
Philadelphia – “Brotherly Love” Under roman rule, founded by King Attalus II. A small town at the base of a mountain. Little is known about Philadelphia way of life.
Laodicea – “Justice of the People” (previously named Diospolis-“City of God”) destroyed by an earthquake in the 60’s. Close to Colossae and mentioned multiple times in Colossians. The worst of the churches after being rebuilt after the earthquake. 


-Notes and Application-























- Terminology and Figurative Language in Ch 2-3-

“Angel of the church in…” : Two possible Interpretations. Literal Angel or Pastor/Shepherd of the church. Matthew 11:10 JtheB is called a “Messenger” (angelos). Probably refers to the head of that local Church.  
“The One Who conquers” : Revelation 12:11, the word is used to describe those who have salvation. Systematically we can say “true believers” are the ones who conquer or overcome. 
Seven stars: The angel’s of the church (probably the pastors or shepherds of the church. (1:20)
Seven Lampstands: the seven Churches who are supposed to be lights unto the world. (1:20)
Nicolaitans: Unknown, but likely an apostate group spreading a false doctrine. 
Tree of life: The tree that will be in the new Heavens and the new earth (Rev 22:2) and which was in the garden with Adam and Eve (Gen 2:9)
Synagogue of Satan: The Synagogue centrally located between the seven cities whose members helped further the Diocletian persecution. 
Crown of Life: One of the 5 Crowns given at the Bema Seat. *See “Scriptures 5 Crowns Chart” above
Second Death: Lake of Fire in Rev 20.
“Where Satan’s Throne is”: Figurative language describing an area or city well under the control of Satan and Sin. 
The teachings of Balaam: Balaam was an OT prophet who, by his counseling of King Balak, caused Israel to sin through intermarriage with heathen women and idol-worship. (Num 22-25; 31:15-16) The people of Pergamum was also guilty of this intermarriage and idol worship. 
“Hidden Manna” : may refer to Christ as the bread from heaven, drawing a spiritual parallel between the church and the physical manna that the Israelites received in the wilderness.
“White Stone”: it is unclear what the white stone is a reference to, but the new name is considered by most to mean a new name that God gives you in heaven that reflects who you truly are. 
Jezebel: May be a metaphor for a woman like the Jezebel of the OT (as in Ahaz and Jezebel) or may be a literal woman named Jezebel who was stirring up trouble. Either way, she was leading the people of Thyatira astray. She was so bad in fact that her teachings are called “the deep things of Satan” in verse 24.
“Authority over the nations” : The ruling authority that believers will have with Christ in the Millennial Kingdom.
Morning Star: Unclear as to the usages of this phrase. At times it refers to Jesus, at other times it refers to Satan, still other times it means simply the last star to appear before the dawn. In this case it may refer to the rapture or to Jesus himself as their close ruler. 
Book of Life: The book containing the names of true believers which spares them from the Great White Throne Judgment. (Rev 20:12)
Key of David: An allusion to Is 22:22 when the key of David was given to Eliakim so that he would have access to all the wealth of the king. Christ is alluding to the spiritual wealth waiting behind the open door for the faithfulness of the church in Philadelphia. 
“The hour of trial” : the 7 year tribulation in Rev 6-19.
Pillar of the temple of God: Obvious symbolism for permanent residence in the new Jerusalem of Rev 22. This is clarified in verses 3:12-13






WEEK 3: AFTER THESE THINGS: HEAVENLY SCENE (CH 4-5)

-Summary of the Events-
This section describes what is happening in heaven just before the tribulation begins. John is taken into heaven, where he sees the throne of God. Around the throne are three sets of things: (1) 7 torches, (2) 24 elders (3) 4 creatures with odd appearances (angels). 
	The angels and the elders worship God the father on the throne. Then John hears an angel asking if anyone is worthy to open a scroll that God the Father is holding in his right hand. At first John weeps because no one is worthy, but then “a lamb” (Jesus) appears in the midst of the action and is worthy to open the scroll. Instantly a huge host of angels appears and they, the elders and the four creatures bow down and worship Jesus because he has overcome. 
[image: Meeeeeeewith7es:Users:stephencurto:Desktop:thronelamb1.gif]








[image: Meeeeeeewith7es:Users:stephencurto:Desktop:24 elders.jpg]
















-24 Elders Views-
- Israel View: the 24 elders represent Israel, in particular their priesthood. (1 Chron 24:7-19)
- Angels View: the 24 elders are angels who are given greater responsibilities in the hierarchy of heaven
- The Church View: the 24 elders represent the raptured church, present in spirit through their 24 representatives.

-Arguments on Each View-
- Israel View:
	for: the 24 members of the priesthood fit well with Israel’s history
	against: Israel won’t be resurrected until the second resurrection after the millennial kingdom, 
and this view is the least popular throughout history.
- Angels View:
	for: the Angels are already in heaven so no stance on the rapture or resurrection needs to inform this view
	against: John differentiates angels and the 24 elders (5:11, 7:11)
		and angels are said to stand in the Lord’s presence, not sit in thrones (Lk 1:19)
- The Church View: 
	for: Elders described as wearing white and wearing crowns as church age saints are described in chapters 2 and 3. 
	and he describes them as holding the prayers of the saints (5:8) which is commonly understood as church age believers
	and the NT typically uses the word “elders” in reference to the church leadership. (Acts 15:6, 20:17, 1 Pet 5:1, 5)
	against: the number 24 seems arbitrary for the church without the historic priesthood to give it meaning. (can be countered by understanding that the church is adopted into Israel and so adopts its history as well.)

-Notes-













-Rules for Symbolic Interpretations-

1. Does the text explain a symbolic or metaphorical meaning after giving a literal one? (e.g. 4:5b “before the throne were burning seven torches of fire, which are the seven Spirits of God.”)
2. Does the text use a clear simile? (e.g. 4:7 “the first living creature like a lion,”)
3. Does the text give a plain description in the midst of a list of symbolic descriptions? (e.g. 4:7 “the first living creature like a lion, the second living creature like an ox, the third living creature with the face of a man, the fourth living creature like an eagle in flight.”)
4. Does the text use a symbol common to scripture or specific language from a prophetic text? (e.g. 5:5 “root of David”, 5:6 “a lamb, standing as though it had been slain”, the number 7, etc.)
5. Does the text give an obviously nonsensical or “wacky” description that is used obviously in other places metaphorically? (e.g. 4:8 the four simile-filled creatures are described as “full of eyes” and then Jesus, whom we know to be a man and already described metaphorically as a lamb, is described with 7 horns and 7 eyes in 5:6) 
6. Does the text use key words like “spiritually” or “a sign appeared”? (11:8, 12:1)

If the answer is yes to any of these questions, then carefully interpret a symbolic meaning. If not, stick to literal interpretations. 



-The Lamb and the Scroll with 7 Seals (Which picture is more likely?)-
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-Terminology-
Jasper, Carnelian: Precious stones. Both are a bright red color.
24 Elders: *see page 1 and 2 for views and arguments on 24 Elders
“seven torches of fire”: the text goes on to explain that these are the seven spirits of God. It’s best to understand this as a physical representation of the Holy Spirit. This is obvious from other passages in Revelation (1;4, 5:6) as well as a passage in Isa 11:2-3 which describes the “seven sprits of the Lord”, obviously attributes of the Holy Spirit. Why 7 instead of one? 7 is a perfect and holy number. (7 days of creation, days of the week, 7 continents, 7 seals trumpets and bowls, etc.) 
The Four Living Creatures: best understood as angels because of the 6 wings (reminiscent of Is 6 Seraphim) and the fact that they repeatedly worship God the Father. The problem with this view is that they distinguished from “the many angels” in 5:11. Other views are that they are physical representations of God’s attributes (omniscience, omnipresence, omnipotence, and creator) each animal bringing out different characteristics. Others suggest they are representations of Christ as revealed in the four gospels. All in all, these creatures’ meaning is unclear, but the purpose is clearly to bring Glory to God the father and God the son. 
The Scroll with 7 seals: a literal scroll with writing on it that Jesus will literally open.
The lamb: Obviously Jesus for 2 reasons. (1) described as the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David (cf Is 11:1) (2) described as a lamb (cf John 1:29) which ties in the sacrificial system of the OT and Jesus sacrifice as the lamb of God.  The 7 horns are usually taken as symbolic of his strength and power, and the text tells us that the 7 eyes are another symbol of the Holy Spirit. 
Harp and golden bowls: can be taken as literal harps and bowls with symbolic meaning, or as metaphors for prayer. 


-Application-

What have we learned about from this section?
1. The holiness of God. 
2. The power and importance of the propitiation of sins.

How should we respond?
1. Revere God. He is holy and majestic and powerful. Worship him with your every being, just as he created you to do.
2. Remember the cross. Communion: “Do this in remembrance of me.” The next time you take communion, think of what Christ will be able to do because of what he did on the cross. 


WEEK 4: AFTER THESE THINGS: SEAL JUDGMENTS (Ch 6 and 8:1-5)

-Summary of Events-
	This section describes the first (of three) sets-of-seven-judgments from God that are unleashed onto humanity. This is what starts the clock on Daniel’s 70 week prophecy to fulfill the final “week” (or set of seven years.) In this section, Jesus begins breaking the seals on the scroll he took from the hand of God and with each seal, a new event occurs, in short, the world starts going haywire. 


-The Seven Seal Judgments-
1. Antichrist: “Come”; White horse, rider carries a bow; begins conquering’ given a crown
2. War: “Come”; Red horse, remove peace from earth, given a sword
3. Famine: “Come”; Black horse, rider carries a set of scales; a voice from the 4 creatures
4. Death: “Come”; Pale horse, rider is death and hades; kill ¼ earth; 
5. Martyrdom: Souls of the slain are clothed and told to wait
6. Day of Divine Wrath: Earthquake, Sun blacked out, red moon, stars fall, sky vanishes, everyone hides and prays for death.
- - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - 
7. Silence: Silence for half an hour, 7 angels appear with trumpets, Angel with incense and prayers who throws fire onto earth, another earthquake 


-The 4 Horsemen-
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-Daniel’s 70 Weeks Prophecy (Dan 9:24-27)-
24"Seventy weeks have been decreed for your people and your holy city, to finish the transgression, to make an end of sin, to make atonement for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy place. 25So you are to know and discern that from the issuing of a decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince there will be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; it will be built again, with plaza and moat, even in times of distress. 26Then after the sixty-two weeks the Messiah will be cut off and have nothing, and the people of the prince who is to come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. And its end will come with a flood; even to the end there will be war; desolations are determined. 27And he will make a firm covenant with the many for one week, but in the middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on the wing of abominations will come one who makes desolate, even until a complete destruction, one that is decreed, is poured out on the one who makes desolate."
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-The Four Horsemen-
White horse and rider: usually interpreted as the antichrist (the “Prince who is to come” from Daniel) who makes a peace treaty with Israel and half way through the tribulation desecrates the temple. The only rider commonly taken to be a literal person/human. This interpretation is debated and some say it is a peaceful true minister of the gospel. This second interpretation is weak because the rider came to conquer, not minister. 
Red horse and rider: War. This rider, whether literal or figurative starts a war on earth. 
Black horse and rider: Famine. This rider, nearly always taken figuratively, ushers in a famine as evidenced by the voice from within the four creatures.
Pale horse and rider: Death. This rider is nearly always taken figuratively and is death. ¼ of the population of the earth die from various causes brought about by the rider. 




-Terminology-

The Four Horses and their Riders: Lots of symbolic language and common symbols in biblical times leave this passage wide open to interpretation. What is clear is that these four horsemen (and the three other seals) bring a lot of pain upon the world. By the end of the first 6 seals, a quarter of the earth has died, there have been earthquakes, and most of the universe has begun to be rearranged. There are different interpretations as to whether these are literal horses and literal people, or symbols/metaphors. It is up to the reader to decide and not be dogmatic on unnecessary points.  *see above for specific horsemen breakdown.

“A quart of wheat for a denarius…” : in biblical times a denarius was a day’s wages and a quart of wheat or barley is equal to one meals worth, without the essentials like oil or wine to accessorize and make a complete meal. The voice is saying that during this time of war on the earth, one day of work will get you a loaf of bread and nothing else. It will be a time of great hunger. 

“Those who had been slain for the word…” : To the pretribulationalist, these are the souls of people who came to faith in Christ during the tribulation up to this point and were killed for their faith during the war and famine and reign of the antichrist. This is pieced together because of a pretrib rapture (which means they can’t be church age saints) and the fact that they ask for vengeance on their killers who dwell on the earth. Since it’s clear that the tribulation has already started, and their killers are still living during the tribulation, it makes sense that these are believers who were killed during the tribulation, but after the rapture. The pre-wrath, mid, and post tribulationalists says that these are church age martyrs who have not yet been raptured. 

Sun became as black:  the sun went dark

Moon became like blood: the moon turned red.

Stars fell to the earth: either a meteor shower or the stars began disappearing, possibly related to the vanishing sky.

Sky vanished: either the sky went dark, so you couldn’t see anything on the horizon, or something else that I can’t picture… the sky disappeared.

-Application-
1. Fear God.  (1 Peter 2:17)
2. Be motivated to evangelize. (Matt 28)
3. Pray for the lost to come to faith in Jesus. (1 Tim 2:4) 
- These three applications can be seen through most of revelation. Remember them! 





WEEK 5: 1ST NON-CHRONOLOGICAL PARENTHETICAL INSERTION: 144,000 JEWS (CH 7)


-Summary of Events-
	Four angels are seen standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back harm from the earth. A fifth angel instructs them to continue their protection until 144,000 Israelites receive a seal from God. After that, a great multitude wearing white robes appears in heaven. They worship the lamb. One of the 24 elders asks who they are, then answers his own question saying that they are believers who are coming out of the great tribulation. 
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Who are these 144,000 Israelites? Well… they are Israelites and there are 144,000 of them. Some try to mythologize them, some try to say that they aren’t Israelites, some say that it’s impossible because the 12 tribes have scattered. All of these are ridiculous human worries and theories. As for the question of why Manasseh is mentioned as a tribe and Dan is not, many theories have been presented. Most likely it is because of Dan’s repeated idolatry and the fact that they were the first to separate themselves from Israel and make treaties with neighboring kingdoms during the period of the judges and kings. No list of the tribes ever had more than 12 listed. Usually Levi was the omitted tribe because of their priesthood. Dan is mentioned in Ezek 48:2 in the millennial land distribution, so his omission here is insignificant. 

-The Multitude-
Who? 
	View 1: The 144,000. Some say that the 144,000 and “the multitude” are the same group of people. They are not necessarily Jews, just the people who will be saved during the tribulation. Reference the chart below “Distinctions between 144,000 and Multitude” for distinctions between the two groups. 
View 2: The church. Some say that the multitude is the raptured church. This is unlikely, as we have already established that the 24 Elders likely represent the church and a clear distinction is drawn between the Elders and the multitude.
View 3: Gentiles in the Millennium. Some say that this NCPI occurs at the beginning of the millennium and these are gentile converts who are coming out of the tribulation into the millennium. This is unlikely because the millennium is on earth and this scene is obviously taking place in heaven because the throne, 4 creatures, 24 elders, angels, and Lamb are still there from the Rev 5 scene. 
View 4: Gentile Converts During the Tribulation. Some say that these are gentiles who have been converted to belief in Jesus during the tribulation and martyred for their belief. This makes them most sense as this group is obviously distinct from the Church and from Israel but places them in heaven with Christ prior to his second advent. When in the tribulation this takes place is unclear but it is likely after the fifth seal (the group bears a resemblance to those under the altar) but before but before the sixth trumpet (no more who die after that point repent or turn to God, so the entire number from 6:11 would be filled.)

-Distinctions between 144,000 and Multitude-
Revelation 7:1-8
· Numbered
· Israelites
· Sealed
· Sealed before the Tribulation

Revelation 7:9-17
· Innumerable
· All nations
· Slain
· Converted out of the Tribulation

-Terminology-
The four winds of the earth: natural disasters/judgments that are being restrained until the 144,000 are marked. These disasters are then released during the trumpet and bowl judgments. 

Another Angel… with the seal of God: an angel who has authority over the other four. Other than that, no one has any clue who this guy is. 

The ones coming out of the great tribulation: the multitude described above. 

WEEK 6: AFTER THESE THINGS: TRUMPET JUDGMENTS ( Ch 8-9 and 11:15-19)

-Summary of Events-
	The seven Angels blow their trumpets in succession and with each blow another judgment is passed on earth. A third of the world is destroyed in various ways. Thirds are seen falling all around. Then a fallen angel named Abaddon is given the power to unleash “locusts” on the earth to torment, but not to kill anyone who does not have “the seal of God on their forehead.” Then the sixth trumpet unleashes mounted troops that kill a third of the remaining world population. The remaining people on earth don’t repent of their idol worship. The final trumpet turns the focus back to heaven where the 24 elders extoll God’s goodness and power and wrath, and the action closes with lightning, thunder, an earthquake and hail. 

-The Seven Trumpet Judgments-
1. 1/3 Vegetation Destroyed

2. 1/3 Sea Life Destroyed

3. 1/3 Fresh Water Destroyed

4. 1/3 Luminaries Destroyed

5. Abaddon and the Locusts

6. Army East of Euphrates

7. Heavenly Scene

-Abaddon’s Locusts?-
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-Terminology-
“A Star fallen from heaven”: Either a man, or a demon given authority to unleash the terror within the bottomless pit. Some say it is Satan himself, some say an unknown angel, some say it is the Antichrist, some even say it’s the pope! 

“shaft of the bottomless pit”: Unclear. Some scholars say it is a holding cell for more terrible demons than those currently free to tempt humans, others say it is just something like a cave or even a manufacturing plant that builds machines of war like helicopters. 

locusts: Definitely not your average cricket. Some think John is seeing helicopters and trying to describe them. This is a very popular view. While I don’t have a major problem with that, it is dangerous to ascribe any current technology with revelation descriptions, because technology is always changing. They are described with 8 similes likening them to different animals in 9:7-11. Some merely say that they are hordes of demons and John is describing their bodies. The method of these demons manifestation is questioned also: physical bodies, spiritual bodies, possession of humans? The questions abound.

Abaddon: Some suggest he is the “star fallen from heaven” or Satan in 9:1, others suggest he was let out of the shaft with the locusts to command them and is a high-ranking subordinate of Satan. It is also suggested that this is the same character who is known colloquially as the Antichrist, who is the first beast and goes by many other names. Regardless of which is true, he is clearly an entity of some power who commands the locusts and tortures the unrighteous to the point of wishing for death.

“Seal of God on their Foreheads”: the 144,000 Jews who came to faith in chapter 7.

Four bound angels: Again, most literal scholars say that these are four literal fallen angels who have been kept in waiting for a specific time when God would release them to wreak havoc on earth. Others think that they are four imprisoned Chinese rulers who are released to lead military victories over the earth. The literal interpretation is safer in this instance because of the lack of descriptive language by comparison to that of the locusts. (2 vs 8) The only similes used describe the horses that these evil angels ride, not the angels themselves, so at the very least, demon possessed humans riding some sort of vehicle is as non-literal as this passage should be taken. They kill a third of the remaining humans. 

“The horses in my vision”: These horses get compared to everything from robots, to demons, to tanks, without any clear conclusions. It is best to leave room in interpretation and say only that, whatever they are, by them a third of remaining humans are killed. 





WEEK 7: 2ND N-C P I: ANGEL’S ANNOUNCEMENT AND TWO WITNESSES (CH 10-11:14)


-Summary of Events-
	A mighty angel descends on John and a series of secret events happen. They are secret because the Lord instructs John not to write what he hears when this angel sets off “the seven thunders.” This mystery will be fulfilled when the seventh trumpet actually happens. John is then instructed to eat a scroll by an angel and it makes him sick. Then John is given a measuring rod and told to measure the temple, that the nations will trample Jerusalem for 3.5 years and that two witnesses will be given authority to prophesy for almost 3.5 years. Then “the beast of the pit” will be allowed to kill the two witnesses. They will remain dead for 3 and a half days and then will be resurrected and taken into heaven with their enemies watching. Then an earthquake will cause a tenth of the city to fall and 7,000 people to die. This earthquake concludes the “second woe” that the eagle mentioned in 8:13. 


-The Two Witnesses-
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-Chapter 10 Scene-
	An Angel comes down and presents John with a scroll. John then “eats” the scroll. Does he really literally eat it?

	View 1: Yes. He really literally eats it and it literally tastes like honey and literally gives him a stomach ache.
	View 2: “eat” in Greek (esthio) is used with a preposition (kata) to give the word katesthio. It means sometimes to eat literally but often to devour metaphorically or emphatically as a country at war devours another nation. Thus John simply reads the book intently getting the knowledge into him with great vigor. 
	This is a common metaphor to scripture. A prophet is given a text to “eat” (read) and he is then to go and preach it. These actions follow very closely with Ezek 2:9-3:4 and Jer 15:16-18. John read the scroll given to him and on first reading it sounded good, but once he realized the full weight of the events that would take place it made him sick to his stomach. He was then instructed to prophecy about what he had read as Ezekiel was instructed in the same manner.

-What are the 7 Thunders?-
	It’s best not to speculate. God told John not to record them, so all we can say is that they are something, we know not what. Did they/will they occur? Yes. Thankfully, this mystery will be revealed when the end of the world is very near and we will finally be reunited with God. (10:7)


-The Temple and the Nations 11:1-3-
- John measures as an act displaying God’s ownership and imminent judgment. (Ezek 40,  Zech 2) 
- The outer court is left out, and the Holy City (Jerusalem) is given over to the Gentiles for 3.5 years. 
- The two witnesses are introduced as having authority from the voice (God) and they will prophecy for 3.5 years.

-When in the Tribulation are We?-
	Many references to 3.5 year periods are coming up. Is this the first half or second half of the tribulation? Expositors differ as to which reference goes in which half. Based on Dan 9 it makes a little more sense that most of revelation takes place in the second half and so most of these references to 3.5 year periods are referring to the halfway point onward when the antichrist puts an end to sacrifice and offering. This view is questionable however, because these events with the two witnesses obviously happen between trumpets five and seven, because their resurrection and the earthquake that follows it is described as the second woe. A third option is that it is the middle 3.5 years with 1.75 years on each side. 




-Who are the Two Witnesses?-

Israel and the Church- Some suggest that these two prophets are Israel and the church. Other views similarly take these two prophets to be two groups of people. This is definitely going beyond the text. They say that Israel and the Church (or the Word of God) are the principle instruments of witness in the world and so these two witnesses must be these two groups. The text, however, describes the two witnesses enough to be sure that they are two individuals. 
Elijah and Enoch- These are suggested simply because they are the two characters in the bible who were spared death and because Heb 9:27 says, “It is appointed unto men once to die.” They surmise that these two witnesses, since they are killed at the end of their ministry, are the two Bible characters who still need to die. 
Moses and Elijah- Many are firmly convinced of this view because these two characters are largely connected with second-coming passages and most importantly, the mount of Transfiguration (Matt 17:3). Their ministries were cut short in the OT (2 Kgs 2:11-12; Num 20:12), future appearances were predicted of them (Deut 18:15, Mal 4:5). The miracles/plagues they bring are also reminiscent of plagues/miracles that these two characters are associated with (stopping rain, water to blood, fire from heaven). 
Two Unknown Tribulation Saints- Some say there is not enough in the text to say categorically who these two witnesses are. Reading the text literally, they are merely two people on the earth at that time who are given authority and power as prophets of God. 

Notes:













-Terminology-

Another mighty angel: another angel… who is mighty. Some suggest it is Jesus. This is a very weak claim because the angel swears by God, the creator in verse 10:6. 

A little scroll: Best understood as some new or special revelation. Probably not the scroll with the seals from before because no seals are mentioned and because it is described as “little.” 

Seven thunders: unknown. May be metaphorical or literal thunderclaps, but they contain revelation for John which he is instructed not to record.

A measuring rod like a staff: a branch from a plant in Jerusalem commonly used for measuring because of its light weight and strength. 

The court outside the temple: the court of the gentiles. The temple had always had a series of concentric courts that certain people were prohibited from entering as one went further in. Gentiles-women-men-priests-high priest.

1260 days: 1260 days. I know, right?

42 months: 42 months.  Seriously! Why not?

Two olive trees and lampstands: likely a reference to Zech 4 when a lampstand and two olive trees are mentioned. In this passage the olive trees provide oil for the lampstand and Zerubbabel, equating himself with the lampstand, says that it is not his own power but by the Lord’s power that he accomplishes things. The olive trees and lampstands in Rev. are symbols saying that their ministry does not rise in human ability, but in the power of God.

The Beast that rises from the Bottomless pit: Could be referring to Satan, could be referring to the beast (the Antichrist), or it could be a reference to Abaddon from 9:11… who may be the Antichrist or Satan… Whoever it is, somebody on Satan’s side kills the two witnesses. 

City symbolically called Sodom or Egypt: Two cities widely associated with licentious evil. Jerusalem will be like that near the end.

A great earthquake: an earthquake.

10th of the city fell: A tenth of Jerusalem is destroyed.

7,000 people were killed: 7,000 people were killed.

The second woe has passed: The second of three woes spoken by the eagle in 8:13. The three woes are the 5th, 6th and 7th Trumpet in the 7 trumpet judgments. This is treated as an NCPI because of its length.

WEEK 8: 3RD N-C P I: ISRAEL’S FLIGHT, TWO BEASTS, 6 SCENES OF HOPE (CH 12-14)

-Summary of Events (Ch 12)-
	Chapter 12 describes a huge allegory that describes Israel’s flight into the wilderness and Satan’s enmity with God and Israel. In this allegory, John describes both Satan’s past attempt to prevent the Messiah from coming (v 1-5), and his future attempt to prevent the Messiah from returning by wiping out Israel (v 6-15). The Chapter wraps up by detailing God’s protection of Israel, how she is kept from the flood that Satan brings against her, and then Satan, furiously, tries to wage war in another way (v 16-17). Namely, by summoning the two beasts to finish, or continue, his work. 

-Rev 12 Symbols-
Son= Messiah (Rev 12:5; Ps 2:9; Acts 1:9)
Dragon= Satan (Rev 12:3, 9)
Woman= Mary? Because she gives birth to the son.
  = the church? Because… Jesus… 
  = Israel (Rev 12:1; Gen 37:9-10)

-Dragon, First, and Second Beast- 
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-Summary of Events (Ch 13)-
Chapter 13 details two beasts, one being the anti-Christ, the other being a prophet who performs signs for the first beast. The first beast, the anti-Christ, is allowed to exercise authority for 3.5 years and it speaks against God. The second beast performs miracles by the power of Satan in order to reinforce the world-wide support for the anti-Christ. This second beast also helps to establish a society in which the mark of the beast allows those still on earth to buy and sell things. This mark becomes even more important later as it is a mark of damnation. The mark is the number of the beast, 666 or 616. 

-The First Beast-
- Rises from the sea
- 10 horns and 7 heads
- One head seemed to have a mortal wound that is healed
- Humanity worships the dragon and beast
- Given authority over all the world
-Also spoken of in Ezek 28:1-10; Dan 7:7-8, 20-26; 8:23-25; 9:29-27; 11:36-45; 2 Thess 2:3-10; Rev 17:8-14
When synthesized, these passages reveal a number of characteristics about this first beast:
· He will appear in the “latter times” of Israel’s history (Dan 8:23)
· He won’t appear until “The Day of the Lord” has begun (2 Thess 2:2)
· His appearance is being hindered by “the restrainer” (2 Thess 2:6-7)
· His appearance will be preceded by a departure (2 Thess 2:3)
· He is a gentile, since he comes from “the sea” a common metaphor (Rev 13:1; 17:15)
· He is a political leader (Rev 13:1; Dan 7:7-8, 20, 24, Rev 17:9-11)
· His influence is world wide (Rev 13:8)
· He eliminates 3 other rulers in his rise to power (Dan 7:8, 24)
· He is intelligent, persuasive, subtle and crafty (Dan 7:8, 20; 8:23; Ezek 28:6)
· He does his own will, but says it is the will of his supporters (Dan 11:38, Rev 17:13)
· He is a blasphemer. (Ezek 28:2; Dan 7:25; Rev 13:1, 5-6)
· He will lead a military campaign against God (Ezek 28:8-9; Rev 19:19)
· He will be cast into the lake of fire (Rev 19:20; Ezek 28:10)
- Other names: Wicked One, Man of the Earth, Enemy, Adversary, Head of Many countries, the Assyrian, King of Babylon, Son of the Morning, Spoiler, the Nail, The Prince that will come, Vile Person, Willful King, Man of Sin, Son of Perdition, Lawless one, Antichrist, the Beast, Abomination of Desolation, Desolator…. And others. 

-The Second Beast-
-Rises from the earth
- 2 horns
- uses authority of the 1st beast
- performs miracles
- marks humanity with the first beast’s name, or the number of his name
- will likely deceive people to believe he is Elijah returned
-Other names: The False Prophet (Rev 19:20; 20:10) 
-Gematria-
	Gematria is an ancient method of assigning a number value to every letter. Using gematria is what John means when he says the number of the beast is, “the number of a man.” Each letter in a name has a number value and the total adds up to 666 or 616. 
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-Summary of Events (Ch 14)-
	In chapter 14 we see 6 scenes of hope for believers. The first is the preservation of the 144,000 (1-5). Then an angel comes and proclaims an eternal gospel: to fear God and give him glory (6-7). Another angel comes after that predicting the fall of Babylon, the great world-power that revels in sin and sexual immorality (8). Then A third angel makes clear what will happen to those who worship either of the beasts or receive their mark (9-12). A voice is heard giving hope and proclaiming blessings for those martyred in this time (13) and finally a strange picture of angelic harvesters come to kill many of those who did not believe (14-20). 


-Notes-












-Terminology-
Woman giving birth: Israel. This is made clear because of the allusions to the dream of Joseph in Gen 39. 
Great Red Dragon with 7 heads and 10 horns: The dragon is Satan. 12:9 clearly states this. As for the heads and horns, it is possibly a reference to Rome and Satan’s use of the Roman Empire to crucify Christ. Some commentators are adamant on this and some are completely silent. 
His tail swept a third of the stars: Suggests that Satan took a 3rd of the angels to follow him and become demons.
Male child: The messiah. Satan has been trying to stop the messiah ever since Genesis 3:15. 
Caught up to God and his throne: The ascension of Christ.
Woman was given wings: Some think this is an airplane. Others think it merely means the nation swiftly flees into the desert. 
Time, times, and half a time: If the unit is “1 time” then this is 3.5 times. To be understood, 3.5 years as it is a common length of time and is a repetition of the earlier usage of 1260 days.
River from the mouth of the dragon: some say a literal flood trying to wipe out Israel, others say it merely refers to the grand sweeping nature of his attempt to destroy Israel and God somehow uses the earth to stop this attempt, probably through the geography of the Middle East. 
One of its heads had a mortal wound: Since it’s clear that this is a person the heads must be metaphorical. Some suggest it is the leader of Rome. It is better to understand the 10 heads as (1) relating him to the dragon, (2) a representation of the federation over which he has control. One head = one nation or section of his nation, that he revives and restores to power. The people marvel over his political, economic and social power to restore a seemingly dead nation. Some believe this to mean the beast is a resurrected individual. For treatments of this view read “Things to Come” by J Dwight Pentecost. 
Image of the beast: some physical representation of the anti-Christ that compels people to worship him. 
Mark of the beast: some sort of mark or tattoo that allows people to buy and sell in the society the beast establishes through his political power.
One like the Son of man: Maybe another Angel… maybe Christ himself. The latter is preferred because of the golden crown and the allusions in Matthew to Jesus participating in the judgment of the sheep and the goats. 
Clusters from the vine of the earth: the wicked who are being harvested for destruction. 



WEEK 9: AFTER THESE THINGS: BOWL JUDGMENTS (CH 15-16:12 AND 16:17-21)

-Summary of Events-
	Seven angels appear, as do a group of people who had conquered the beast. They sing praises to God. The seven angels are then given seven bowls, or vials, with the wrath of God in them. The sanctuary of the tabernacle in heaven is filled with smoke and sealed until the end of the seventh bowl. The angels then pour out their bowls of judgment on earth. After this, a voice from heaven cries, “It is done!” and a huge earthquake, greater than any in history, along with huge hail, befall the earth. The people on earth curse God for these judgments instead of repent. 

-The Seven Bowl Judgments-
1. Boils
2. Sea becomes blood
3. Fresh water becomes blood
4. Sun scorches man
5. Darkness
6. Euphrates dried for kings of east
7. “Natural” disasters and destruction of Jerusalem and Babylon

-4th N-C P I: Gathering of the nations at Armageddon (16:13-16)-
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-Terminology-
Sea of glass mingled with fire: The same sea from chapter four that was in the heavenly scene. The sea likely symbolizes the nature of God. The glass and crystal description brings out his beauty and holiness while the fire brings out his justice and wrath. 
“Those who had conquered the beast…” : Martyrs from an earlier lunch break. They are people on earth who refused to yield to the will of the beast and receive his mark, so they were killed.
Sanctuary of the tent of witness in heaven: The tent of witness, another name for the tabernacle, was a tent built for God to reside in with his people. Evidently there is one in heaven which the earthly tabernacle was built to resemble. The sanctuary is the holy place. See the above chart and floor plan of the tabernacle for further reference. 
Mark of the beast: From an earlier lunch break, a mark that the third person of the unholy trinity will place on the forehead or hand of his followers. It is a mark of damnation. 
Angel in charge of the waters: an angel that God has placed in charge of the waters.
Dragon, Beast, and Prophet: The unholy trinity that dimly reflects God’s holy triunity. The Dragon is satan (Rev 12:9) the Prophet is the first beast or the antichrist (Rev 13:1-10) and the Beast is the second beast in Rev 13 that is the enforcer for the antichrist. 
“Three unclean spirits like frogs” : Three demonic spirits who rally together the leaders of the world to congregate at Armageddon. Why they are described as frogs is a complete mystery. Maybe they jump, maybe they’re green, maybe they actually take the form of frogs, or maybe their legs taste good when fried in soy sauce. 
Armageddon: A literal geographic place. The area around and on Mount Megiddo. It has been a key place throughout history and many civilizations have built fortresses on this mountain, including the Canaanites, Babylonians, early Israelites, and even Solomon himself.
“The great city” and “The cities of the nations” : The great city is either Jerusalem (cf11:8) or Babylon. The cities of the nations are the great gentile cities on the earth at this time. 

WEEK 10: 5TH N-C P I: BABYLON’S FALL (CH 17-19:5)

-Summary of Events-
These chapters are an expansion of Rev 16:19b. They detail the destruction of Babylon. Babylon, a great city, is represented by a woman. She is adorned in fine jewelry, riding on a beast that sounds very similar to the first one from chapter 13, and she is extremely immoral. An angel explains the sight to John and gives him the interpretation. After this, another angel calls out with a mighty voice and details Babylon’s commercial, political, economic, and cultural destruction. This section wraps up with another scene of praise for God in his true and just judgment.  
-The Woman on Her Beast-
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-Who is the Woman Called “Babylon”?-
Jerusalem- The main argument for this view is that Babylon is called “the harlot.” They say that Jerusalem is the only city to receive this designation. (Isa 1:21, 57:8; Jer 2:2, 20, others) Other subordinate arguments like parallelisms between New Jerusalem/Babylon, Jesus/Jews, bride/harlot, as well as the title “that great city” being used in reference to Jerusalem first and Babylon later. 
Rebuttal: Other cities are called “The Harlot” in Scripture. Nineveh-Nahum 3:4. Tyre-Isa 23:17. Parallelisms don’t make prescriptions. That great city, is a descriptive phrase, not a title and it is used with the name “Babylon” far more times than with Jerusalem. 

Rome- This is the dominant view in Christendom. The main argument comes from Rev 17:9. Proponents say that the 7 mountains are the 7 Hills of Rome where Vatican City is. 
	The subordinate arguments go like this: “The Dragon who has 7 heads and 10 horns waiting to destroy the messiah at his birth (in chapter 12) must be Roman as it was the Romans who crucified Christ. That means every beast with 7 heads and 10 horns must be Rome.”
		“This is the dominant view since the middle ages! It must be right.”
		“It’s a lot easier to say it’s Rome.”
	Rebuttal: The text says that the 7 heads are not just seven mountains, it gives another example of what they represent. 7 kings. The are actually 7 kingdoms who have persecuted Israel throughout history. Amalgamated, they represent the extent of the anti-Christ’s empire. They are Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome, Globally Revived Rome.

Religious System- It’s harlot imagery. Woman is often used for “Church” in the NT. It must be the Catholic Church, which is why it seems to be talking about Rome, but has heavily religious symbolism.
	Rebuttal: There are political and economic descriptions just as much as religious.
	
Babylon- *See below

-Argument for Babylon-
Literal Geographic References: All other geographic references in Revelation are literal. (Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, Laodicea, Jerusalem, River Euphrates) Sodom and Egypt are mentioned in reference to Jerusalem, but the text specifically says, “the great city that is symbolically called Sodom and Egypt.
Expansion of 16:19- This NCPI is an expansion of the 7th Bowl’s destruction of Babylon. Babylon in 16:9 would have to mean something else also. 

-Argument against Dan 5 Destruction in Prophecy-
Unfulfilled Prophecy about Babylon’s destruction: Jer 50-51 and Isa 13-14 have not been fulfilled. The events with Babylon’s only known destruction (found in Dan 5) do not line up historically.
		Zech 5:5-11 prophecies about similar events (a woman in Babylon with wings). This prophecy was made after Babylon’s destruction in Dan 5. (539 BC) 
God uses the Beast to destroy Babylon: Rev 17:16-17 clearly says that God will hand Babylon over to the beast (the anti-Christ) to destroy. This is not how it was destroyed in Dan 5.
One Hour Defeat: Rev 18:10, 17, 19 repeat that Babylon will be destroyed in 1 hour. Dan 5 does not match this timeline. 
Final destruction/Heavenly rejoicing: Rev describes no one living in Babylon after the destruction, and heavenly rejoicing that “smoke from her goes up forever and ever.” This Finality is not seen in the Medo-Persian Conquering of Babylon.


-Babylonian Empire Now and Then-
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WEEK 11: AFTER THESE THINGS: FOLLOWING THE TRIBULATION (19:6-22:21)

-Summary of events Chapter 19-
	What seems like a multitude of voices rejoice over the marriage of the Lamb to his church. John mistakenly tries to worship the angel delivering this message, but he is corrected. Then John sees Jesus’ return to earth with his army. He rides on a white horse, with a robe dipped in blood, and other spectacular descriptions of his adornments follow. An angel then calls on the birds of the air to eat the flesh of all types of men. The beast and the false prophet (the anti-Christ and the second beast) are captured and thrown into the lake of fire.

-Rider on a White Horse-
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-The Marriage-
Who is the bride? The raptured church. This is not just anyone who has become a believer up until this point. The raptured church are the only believers who are bestowed the honor of being made one flesh with Christ through marriage. Other views say that this is all believing saints, or that it includes the martyrs of the tribulation period. Both are unlikely because this occurs prior to both the second and the first resurrection, which are set aside for these two people groups respectively. 
Who is invited to the supper? It is unclear. It may be that those believers who are living at the end of the tribulation partake in this supper. All other possible groups, OT saints, martyred tribulation believers, etc, are less likely because they have yet to be resurrected. Also, Matt 24:27-31 says that the son of man will gather his elect together at the end of the tribulation. It is possible that these living elect will be gathered for just this purpose. This also could be a description of the 1st resurrection or the rapture, depending on your view of these events. 



-Summary of Events Chapter 20-
	Chapter 20 continues the narrative by describing an angel coming down from heaven and locking Satan into the bottomless pit which we saw earlier in Chapter 9. He is bound for 1,000 years after which, he must be released for a little while. John then describes the first resurrection, those believers who were killed during the tribulation period. Those people who are in the first resurrection will reign with Christ for 1,000 years. Then John describes what happens at the end of the 1,000 years. Satan will be released and gather up an army of those left on the earth who do not follow Christ and will be about to make an attack on Jerusalem, when they will be consumed with fire from heaven. The Devil is then thrown into the lake of fire where the beast and false prophet were and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. After that, the Great White Throne Judgment occurs. The rest of mankind is resurrected (the second resurrected) and judged by either what is written in “the book of life” or “the books.” Anyone found unworthy is thrown into the lake of fire as their eternal punishment. 

-Millennial Views-
Premillennial- The view that we are not currently living in the 1,000 years described in Rev 20. It is a literal 1,000 years that all takes place in the future, after the tribulation.
Postmillennial- The view that the earth will slowly get better and slip into the millennium. Christ rules with those from the first resurrection spiritually from heaven through the Church. We may or may not currently be living in the 1,000 years, but we won’t know when the clock will start, only that when it ends, Satan will be released and the GWTJ will happen as described. 
Amillennial- The view that we are currently living in the 1,000 years, but that it is not a literal 1,000 years. It means simply a long time and Christ is reigning from heaven through the Church. Satan is currently bound, and has been since the destruction of the temple in 70AD. Amillennialists are, by necessity, preterists, saying that the events of Revelation occurred in AD 70 and that Nero was the anti-Christ. 

-The Millennium-
Facts from the chapter:
· described as “1,000 years” 5 times
· Satan is bound in the bottomless pit
· The first resurrection precedes it 
· Those in the first resurrection lived for “1,000 years”
· Those in the first resurrection “reigned with Christ”
· Those in the first resurrection are exempt from the second death
· Satan is released at the end of “the 1,000 years”

-The 1st and 2nd Resurrection Comparison-
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1st Resurrection:
· Those who were killed in the tribulation;
Those who abstained from the beast’s mark
· Before the millennium
· No judgment after resurrection
2nd Resurrection:
· All the dead from all ages;
The entirety of mankind


· After the millennium
· GWTJ after resurrection

-The Great White Throne Judgment-
To this judgment go all of those people who were in the second resurrection. The people are judged by one of two things, either the book of life, or the books. If their name is in the book of life, they are spared (we assume) but if their name is not found there, then “the books” are opened and they are judged by what is written in there. It is safe to assume that the sins of humanity are listed in these books and people are judged according to these sins, based on Rev 20:13. 
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- Summary of Events Chapters 21 and 22-
	God brings down a new heaven and new earth, and reaffirms his decision to banish the immoral to the lake of fire. Then another angel from the bowl judgments takes John into a final vision where he sees the new Jerusalem, the city foursquare, the holy city. This is what most people mean when they say “heaven” whether they realize it or not. John sees a lot of stuff that relates to Israel and the 12 tribes (yes God’s not through with Israel… they are his chosen people after all) and he sees that man gets to dwell with God. God lights the city through the Lamb and nothing unclean will ever enter this city. John reaffirms that he wrote the book of Revelation. He tries to worship another Angel and the angel tells him to knock it off. The Angel then tells him to share this writing with everyone and that Jesus is coming back soon. The book concludes with a warning, a praise and an Amen. 

-Final Revelation Applications-
1. Remember the sovereignty of God. He wins. He’s right. He’s just in what he does.
2. Worship God. All throughout we have seen God worshiped in the midst of his wrath.
3. Evangelize. This book details what awaits those in both camps: God’s chosen and everyone else.
4. Answer questions. Now that you know what’s actually in this book, clear up the confusion for those who ask.
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