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Soteriology Handout
Need for Salvation:

· “Salvation”: A source or means of being saved from 
harm, ruin, or loss.
· From what are we being saved? 
Biblical Terminology:

· yasha – root of Joshua, Yeshua (Jesus) 
· Psalm 86:1-2
· sozo or soteria 
· Romans 5:9
· Personal and Corporate Uses
· In reference to life (salvation from the curse) it is ALWAYS by means of faith.
· Genesis 15:1-6; Eph 2:8-10; Gal 3:1-9  
Election:

· Definition: the act of picking
· The “elect in God”  exelexetos
· Ephesians 1:3-8
· What does it mean to be “elected by God”?
· What qualities does Ephesians 1:3-8 ascribe to the “elect”?
- Questions to Consider
· Do I owe my election by God to my faith, or my faith to my election by God?
· Do I participate in my salvation? 
· If not, how am I saved without my participation?
· If so, how can I be responsible for any part of my salvation as a fallible being?
“Shall we not fix it once in our minds that salvation is the right of no man; that a ‘chance’ to save himself is no ‘chance’ of salvation for any; and that, if any of the sinful race of man is saved, it must be by a miracle of almighty grace, on which he has no claim, and, contemplating which as a fact, he can only be filled with wondering adoration of the marvels of the inexplicable love of God.” – B.B. Warfield, Plan of Salvation
“I just don’t think I have the right to be saved.” – John Hannah
“There is more common grace in some non-Christians than there is special grace in some Christians. It is not the amount of special grace that saves you, it is the fact of it.” – S. Lewis Johnson
Atonement:

· Substitution
· Christ died to satisfy God’s justice/wrath against sin in the place of sinners. 
· Anselm (late 1000’s)
· Ransom to Satan
· Christ died to satisfy a payment owed to Satan.
· Origen (early 200’s)
· Moral Example
· Christ died to set an example (various explanations as to why exactly)
· e.g. Grotian View – to show the seriousness of sin
· Abelard (early 1100’s)
Important Passages on Atonement:

· Genesis 3:21
· Exodus 12
· Lev 16
· Isaiah 53 (v5-6; v10-12)
· Romans 3:25
· 2 Corinthians 5:21 
· Galatians 3:13
· Hebrews 10:1-4
Resurrection (Gospel)

· To what are we saved?
· 1 Corinthians 15; Ephesians 2:1-10
· What are the qualities of resurrection? 
· eternal (John 3:16)
· body (Phil 3:21)
· soul (2 Corinthians 5:17)
Security:

· What were the means by which salvation was gained?
· What are the means by which salvation is maintained?
· Can one lose their salvation?
- Sin-Grace Controversy

· Augustine – Salvation totally and causally of God
· Synod of Orange – Salvation originates in God and actuated (proceeds) by God and man
· Cassian – Salvation originates in man and actuated (proceeds) by man and God
· Pelagius – Salvation totally and causally of man
- Who does the work of salvation?

· 99% God – 1% man OR 100% God

