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What is Theology and Why does it Matter?
Theology 
Definition: 
· from two greek words:

· θεος theos – God; λογος logos – Word

· Theology: “Words about God” or “study of God” 

Theological Questions:

· Is there a God?

· If so, what is he like? If not, why do we have a conception of god?

· Why am I here?

· Where did I come from?

· Why do things die?

· Where is this all heading?

Everyone is a theologian. It’s just some are better than others.

Christian Theology:

· Christian Theology is often subcategorized into more specific areas of study. They  are the “ologies” you’ve probably heard before.

· Prolegomena (Introduction to Theology [“First Things Said”])

· Theology Proper (Study of God: Father, Son, and Spirit)

· Christology (Study of the Christ)

· Pneumatology (Study of the Spirit)

· Angelology (Study of Angels)

· Anthropology (Study of Mankind)

· Hamartiology (Study of Sin)

· Soteriology (Study of Salvation)

· Ecclesiology (Study of the Church)

· Eschatology (Study of Last Things)
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Bibliology (Study of the Bible)

Basic Christian Theology Proper:

· God is Triune 

· 3 “persons” 1 “essence”

· God is Holy

· God is Knowable
· God is Autonomous

Why does it Matter?

· Your theology is your answers to life’s biggest questions.

· Your theology has to come from somewhere (worldview).

· Your theology determines how you live.

You can’t escape theology, even if you call it something else. So don’t bother hiding from it. Embrace it.

Great Starting Places in Theological Study:

· The Bible by God, compiled by others

· Basic Theology by Charles Ryrie

· Who Needs Theology? by Stanley Grenz and Roger Olson

· Readings in Historical Theology by Robert Lay 

· Exploring Christian Theology by Holsteen and Svigel

· The Moody Handbook of Theology by Paul Enns

· The Bible Knowledge Commentary: OT and NT by John Walvoord and Roy Zuck

· Basic Bible Interpretation by Roy Zuck

Some intermediate to Advanced resources in Theological Study:

· The Bible by God, compiled by others

· Systematic Theology: 8 Volumes by Lewis Sperry Chafer

· Systematic Theology: 3 Volumes by Charles Hodge

· Systematic Theology by John Frame

· Creeds of the Churches by John Leith

